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MEDAL OF HONOR - 35TH INFANTRY REGIMENT

William G Fournier*

Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army,
Company M, 35th Infantry, 25th Infantry
Division. Place and date: Mount Austen,
Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, 10 January
1943. Entered service at: Winterport, Maine.
Birth: Norwich, Conn. G.O. No.: 28, 5 June
1943.

Citation: For gallantry and intrepidity above
and beyond the call of duty. As leader of a
machinegun section charged with the
protection of other battalion units, his group
was attacked by a superior number of
Japanese, his gunner killed, his assistant
gunner wounded, and an adjoining guncrew
put out of action. Ordered to withdraw from
this hazardous position, Sgt. Fournier
refused to retire but rushed forward to the
idle gun and, with the aid of another soldier
who joined him, held up the machinegun by
the tripod to increase its field action. They
opened fire and inflicted heavy casualties
upon the enemy. While so engaged both
these gallant soldiers were killed, but their
sturdy defensive was a decisive factor in the
following success of the attacking battalion.
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Lewis Hall*

Rank and organization: Technician Fifth
Grade, U.S. Army, Company M, 35th Infantry,
25th Infantry Division. Place and date: Mount
Austen, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, 10
January 1943. Entered service at: Obetz, Rural
Station 7, Columbus, Ohio. Born: 1895, Bloom,
Ohio. G.O. No.: 28, 5 June 1943.

Citation: For gallantry and intrepidity above
and beyond the call of duty. As leader of a
machinegun squad charged with the
protection of other battalion units, his group
was attacked by a superior number of
Japanese, his gunner killed, his assistant
gunner wounded, and an adjoining guncrew
put out of action. Ordered to withdraw from
his hazardous position, he refused to retire
but rushed forward to the idle gun and with
the aid of another soldier who joined him and
held up the machinegun by the tripod to
increase its field of action he opened fire and
inflicted heavy casualties upon the enemy.
While so engaged both these gallant soldiers
were killed, but their sturdy defense was a
decisive factor in the following success of the
attacking battalion.




Charles L McGaha

Rank and organization: Master Sergeant,
U.S. Army, Company G, 35th Infantry, 25th
Infantry Division. Place and date: Near
Lupao, Luzon, Philippine Islands, 7
February 1945. Entered service at: Crosbhy,
Tenn. Birth: Crosby, Tenn. G.O. No.: 30, 2
April 1946.

Citation: He displayed conspicuous
gallantry and intrepidity. His platoon and 1
other from Company G were pinned down in
aroadside ditch by heavy fire from 5
Japanese tanks supported by 10
machineguns and a platoon of riflemen.
When 1 of his men fell wounded 40 yards
away, he unhesitatingly crossed the road
under a hail of bullets and moved the man
75 yards to safety. Although he had
suffered a deep arm wound, he returned to
his post. Finding the platoon leader
seriously wounded, he assumed command
and rallied his men. Once more he braved
the enemy fire to go to the aid of a litter
party removing another wounded soldier. A shell exploded in their midst, wounding him in
the shoulder and killing 2 of the party. He picked up the remaining man, carried him to
cover, and then moved out in front deliberately to draw the enemy fire while the American
forces, thus protected, withdrew to safety. When the last man had gained the new position,
he rejoined his command and there collapsed from loss of blood and exhaustion. M/Sgt.
McGaha set an example of courage and leadership in keeping with the highest traditions of
the service.




William R Jecelin*

Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army,
Company C, 35th Infantry Regiment, 25th
Infantry Division. Place and date: Near Saga,
Korea, 19 September 1950. Entered service
at: Baltimore, Md. Birth: Baltimore, Md. G.O.
No.: 24, 25 April 1951.

Citation: Sgt. Jecelin, Company C,
distinguished himself by conspicuous
gallantry and Intrepidity above and beyond
the call of duty in action against the enemy.
His company was ordered to secure a
prominent, sawtoothed ridge from a well-
entrenched and heavily armed enemy. Unable
to capture the objective in the first attempt, a
frontal and flanking assault was launched. He
led his platoon through heavy enemy fire and
bursting shells, across rice fields and rocky
terrain, in direct frontal attack on the ridge in
order to draw fire away from the flanks. The
unit advanced to the base of the cliff, where
intense, accurate hostile fire stopped the
attack. Realizing that an assault was the only
solution, Sgt. Jecelin rose from his position
firing his rifle and throwing grenades as he
called on his men to follow him. Despite the
intense enemy fire this attack carried to the crest of the ridge where the men were forced to
take cover. Again he rallied his men and stormed the enemy strongpoint. With fixed
bayonets they charged into the face of antitank fire and engaged the enemy in hand-to-hand
combat. After clubbing and slashing this force into submission the platoon was forced to
take cover from direct frontal fire of a self-propelled gun. Refusing to be stopped he leaped
to his feet and through sheer personal courage and fierce determination led his men in a
new attack. At this instant a well-camouflaged enemy soldier threw a grenade at the
remaining members of the platoon. He immediately lunged and covered the grenade with his
body, absorbing the full force of the explosion to save those around him. This incredible
courage and willingness to sacrifice himself for his comrades so imbued them with fury that
they completely eliminated the enemy force. Sgt. Jecelin's heroic leadership and
outstanding gallantry reflect the highest credit upon himself and uphold the esteemed
traditions of the military service.




Billie G Kanell*

Rank and organization: Private, U.S. Army,
Company I, 35th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry
Division. Place and date: Near Pyongyang, Korea,
7 September 1951. Entered service at: Poplar
Bluff, Mo. Born: 26 June 1931, Poplar Bluff, Mo.
G.0O. No.: 57, 13 June 1952.

Citation: Pvt. Kanell, a member of Company I,
distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry
and outstanding courage above and beyond the
call of duty in action against the enemy. A
numerically superior hostile force had launched a
fanatical assault against friendly positions,
supported by mortar and artillery fire, when Pvt.
Kanell stood in his emplacement exposed to
enemy observation and action and delivered
accurate fire into the ranks of the assailants. An
enemy grenade was hurled into his emplacement
and Pvt. Kanell threw himself upon the grenade,
absorbing the blast with his body to protect 2 of
his comrades from serious injury and possible
death. A few seconds later another grenade was
thrown into the emplacement and, although
seriously wounded by the first missile, he
summoned his waning strength to roll toward the second grenade and used his body as a
shield to again protect his comrades. He was mortally wounded as a result of his heroic
actions. His indomitable courage, sustained fortitude against overwhelming odds, and
gallant self-sacrifice reflect the highest credit upon himself, the infantry, and the U.S. Army.




Donald R Moyer*

Rank and organization: Sergeant First
Class, U.S. Army, Company E, 35th Infantry
Regiment. Place and date: Near Seoul,
Korea, 20 May 1951. Entered service at:
Keego Harbor, Oakland, Mich. Born: 15
April 1930, Pontiac, Mich. G.O. No.: 19, 1
February 1952.

Citation: Sfc. Moyer assistant platoon
leader, Company E, distinguished himself
by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at
the risk of his life above and beyond the call
of duty in action against an armed enemy of
the United Nations. Sfc. Moyer's platoon
was committed to attack and secure
commanding terrain stubbornly defended
by a numerically superior hostile force
emplaced in well-fortified positions.
Advancing up the rocky hill, the leading
elements came under intense automatic
weapons, small-arms, and grenade fire,
wounding the platoon leader and platoon
sergeant. Sfc. Moyer, realizing the success
of the mission was imperiled, rushed to the
head of the faltering column, assumed
command and urged the men forward.
Inspired by Sfc. Moyer's unflinching
courage, the troops responded magnificently, but as they reached the final approaches to
the rugged crest of the hill, enemy fire increased in volume and intensity and the fanatical
foe showered the platoon with grenades. Undaunted, the valiant group forged ahead, and as
they neared the top of the hill, the enemy hurled a grenade into their midst. Sfc. Moyer, fully
aware of the odds against him, unhesitatingly threw himself on the grenade, absorbing the
full blast of the explosion with his body. Although mortally wounded in this fearless display
of valor, Sfc. Moyer's intrepid act saved several of his comrades from death or serious
injury, and his inspirational leadership and consummate devotion to duty contributed
significantly to the subsequent seizure of the enemy stronghold and reflect lasting glory on
himself and the noble traditions of the military service.




Stephen E Karopczyc*

Rank and organization: First Lieutenant, U.S.
Army, Company A, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry,
25th Infantry Division. Place and date:
Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam, 12
March 1967. Entered service at: Bethpage,
N.Y. Born: 5 March 1944, New York, N.Y.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity in action at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty. While
leading the 3d Platoon, Company A, on a
flanking maneuver against a superior enemy
force, 1st Lt. Karopczyc observed that his
lead element was engaged with a small
enemy unit along his route. Aware of the
importance of quickly pushing through to the
main enemy force in order to provide relief
for a hard-pressed friendly platoon, he
dashed through the intense enemy fire into
the open and hurled colored smoke grenades
to designate the foe for attack by helicopter
gunships. He moved among his men to
embolden their advance, and he guided their
attack by marking enemy locations with
bursts of fire from his own weapon. His
forceful leadership quickened the advance, forced the enemy to retreat, and allowed his unit
to close with the main hostile force. Continuing the deployment of his platoon, he constantly
exposed himself as he ran from man to man to give encouragement and to direct their
efforts. A shot from an enemy sniper struck him above the heart but he refused aid for this
serious injury, plugging the bleeding wound with his finger until it could be properly
dressed. As the enemy strength mounted, he ordered his men to organize a defensive
position in and around some abandoned bunkers where he conducted a defense against the
increasingly strong enemy attacks. After several hours, a North Viethamese soldier hurled a
hand grenade to within a few feet of 1st Lt. Karopczyc and 2 other wounded men. Although
his position protected him, he leaped up to cover the deadly grenade with a steel helmet. It
exploded to drive fragments into 1st Lt. Karopczyc's legs, but his action prevented further
injury to the 2 wounded men. Severely weakened by his multiple wounds, he continued to
direct the actions of his men until he succumbed 2 hours later. 1st Lt. Karopczyc's heroic
leadership, unyielding perseverance, and selfless devotion to his men were directly
responsible for the successful and spirited action of his platoon throughout the battle and
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Army.




Rank and organization: Captain (then 1st
Lt.), U.S. Army, Company A, 2d Battalion,
35th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. Place
and date: la Drang Valley, Republic of
Vietnam, 19 June 1966. Entered service at:
Atlanta, Ga. Born: 7 December 1941,
Cordelle, Ga.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity in action at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty. Capt.
Ray distinguished himself while serving as
a platoon leader with Company A. When 1 of
his ambush patrols was attacked by an
estimated reinforced Viet Cong company,
Capt. Ray organized a reaction force and
qguickly moved through 2 kilometers of
mountainous jungle terrain to the contact
area. After breaking through the hostile
lines to reach the beleaguered patrol, Capt.
Ray began directing the reinforcement of
the site. When an enemy position pinned
down 3 of his men with a heavy volume of
automatic weapons fire, he silenced the
emplacement with a grenade and killed 4
Viet Cong with his rifle fire. As medics were
moving a casualty toward a sheltered position, they began receiving intense hostile fire.
While directing suppressive fire on the enemy position, Capt. Ray moved close enough to
silence the enemy with a grenade. A few moments later Capt. Ray saw an enemy grenade
land, unnoticed, near 2 of his men. Without hesitation or regard for his safety he dove
between the grenade and the men, thus shielding them from the explosion while receiving
wounds in his exposed feet and legs. He immediately sustained additional wounds in his
legs from an enemy machinegun, but nevertheless he silenced the emplacement with
another grenade. Although suffering great pain from his wounds, Capt. Ray continued to
direct his men, providing the outstanding courage and leadership they vitally needed, and
prevented their annihilation by successfully leading them from their surrounded position.
Only after assuring that his platoon was no longer in immediate danger did he allow himself
to be evacuated for medical treatment. By his gallantry at the risk of his life in the highest
traditions of the military service, Capt. Ray has reflected great credit on himself, his unit,
and the U.S. Army.




Kenneth E Stumpf

Rank and organization: Staff Sergeant (then
Spc4), U.S. Army, Company C, 1st Battalion,
35th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. Place
and date: Near Duc Pho, Republic of
Vietnam, 25 April 1967. Entered service at:
Milwaukee, Wis. Born: 28 September 1944,
Neenah, Wis.

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity in action at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty. S/Sgt.
Stumpf distinguished himself while serving
as a squad leader of the 3d Platoon,
Company C, on a search and destroy
mission. As S/Sgt. Stumpf's company
approached a village, it encountered a North
Vietnamese rifle company occupying a well
fortified bunker complex. During the initial
contact, 3 men from his squad fell wounded
in front of a hostile machinegun
emplacement. The enemy's heavy volume of
fire prevented the unit from moving to the
aid of the injured men, but S/Sgt. Stumpf left
his secure position in a deep trench and ran
through the barrage of incoming rounds to
reach his wounded comrades. He picked up
1 of the men and carried him back to the safety of the trench. Twice more S/Sgt. Stumpf
dashed forward while the enemy turned automatic weapons and machineguns upon him, yet
he managed to rescue the remaining 2 wounded squad members. He then organized his
squad and led an assault against several enemy bunkers from which continuously heavy fire
was being received He and his squad successfully eliminated 2 of the bunker positions, but
one to the front of the advancing platoon remained a serious threat. Arming himself with
extra hand grenades, S/Sgt. Stumpf ran over open ground, through a volley of fire directed
at him by a determined enemy, toward the machinegun position. As he reached the bunker,
he threw a hand grenade through the aperture. It was immediately returned by the
occupants, forcing S/Sgt. Stumpf to take cover. Undaunted, he pulled the pins on 2 more
grenades, held them for a few seconds after activation, then hurled them into the position,
this time successfully destroying the emplacement. With the elimination of this key position,
his unit was able to assault and overrun the enemy. S/Sgt. Stumpf's relentless spirit of
aggressiveness, intrepidity, and ultimate concern for the lives of his men, are in the highest
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the U.S. Army.




