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APO San Francisco 96262

AVDDH-CG 16 May 1967

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report - - SAM HOUSTON

10: SEE DISTRIBUTION
. The nttached Combat Operations After Action Report « - SAM HOUSTON is
submitied o7 the informatior of all concerned.
o
2 @K 0

peration SAM HOUSTON started on 1 January 1967, but did not really

get going until the divinion crossed the NAM SATHAY River in mid February, Then,

in the next five wecks, the division had nine major contacts and s small number
of contacts with NVA squad or platoon sized elements. It is significant to note
that in each major contact, enemy tactics were of the sams pattern. He located
the battalion fire bases and kept them under constant surveillance, When the
rifle companies moved out on patrol, the enemy would keep track of their move-
ments through the use of small reconnaissance parties or trail watchers. His
favorite tactic involved a procedure of reperting movements back and, at a vime
gnd location of his choosing, attempting to engage a rifle compziy whilo it was
moving. He would close quickly with the elements of the compary before support—
ing fires could be effectively employed, He would simultaneously atieampt to
surround the entire company and fragment it into smaller platoon sized pieces
using his favoriie weapons, mortars and large rumbers of snipers in the trces.
His mortars were countered with artillery and ajr and his snipers by small arms,
automatic weapons and particularly the M-79 grenade launcher,

b, In every instance of major centact, the enemy wa.*ﬁhm‘t severely.
By vody count 733 enemy were killed in action, as compared to 155 friendly
killed in zction. Unfortunately, because of the dense, rugged terrain and the
vicious close fighting, the terrain favored the enemy and US firepower could
not be employed to its full advantage, However, the buly count of enemy dead
does not give a true picture, Nearly every major contast was broken by the NVA
after dark and the US units did not have an opportunity to sweep the battle
aresa “mtil the next morning. The NV.., despite the defensive concentrations
plar‘ed around the friendly perimeter, would take advantage of the darknsss and
police the battle area, Therefore, the true kill ratic cannot be debermired.

3. Some cf the lessons learned during Operation SaM POUSTCN, &s get out

in this report, are perhaps variations on an old thews2, but all are asppiicable
to the enemy situation ard terrain of the Central Highla

2 e o 5
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enough to receive continuing attention and emphasis in this area of operations.
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DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 4TH INFANYREY DIVISION
PO Sar Francisco 6262

AVDUH-GC 16 May 1967

SUBJeCT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32)

THRU: Commanddng Goneral
Y Field Force Vietnam
ATIN:  AVF-GC-TNG
APO US Forces 96350

T0: Coomander
U.5. Mllitary Assistance Command, Vietnam
ATTN:  J343
APQ US Forces 962,3

1, (U) NAME AND TYPE OF OPERATION: Operation SAM HOUSTON - Search
and Destroy.

2. (U) vares OF OPERATION: 010001 Japuary 1967 to 052400 April 1967.

3. (U) IOCATION: SAM HOUSTON area of operation is shown at intloeure
1, (Reference: Map VIETNAM, Scale : 1/250,000; Seriear JOG (G) 1501,
Sheets ND 48~8, 48-12, 49-5, 49-9 and map VIETNAM, Scale: 1/50,000; Series
L 7014; sheets 6534 I & IX; 6634 III & IV; 6437 I & II; 6537 1, II, IIiI,

& IV; 6434 I, II, IIT & IV; 6525 1 & 1I; 6635 IV,)

4. (U) CONTROL HEADQUARTERS: Headquarters, 4th Infantry Division,

-5, (U) REPORTING OFFICER: Principel commenders and senjor staff
officers participuting in the operation are listed at inclosure 2,

6. {U) TASK ORGANIZATION: Inclosure 3.

7. (C) SUPPORTING FORCES:
a. Non-organic and non-attached. supporting forces,
(1) 7th Air Force,
(2) 524 Artillery Group,
(3) 52d Combat Aviation Battsiion,

Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Declassified after 12 years
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b.

(&)
(5)
(6)
(7
(8)
(9)

20th ARVN Psywar Battalion.

Det, 5th Air Commandn Squadron,
Det, 245th Psyops Company, PIEIKU,
USAID, PLEIKU Province,

JUSPAO, PLEIKU Province.

GVN District Contact Teams,

Artillery Support,

(1)

Direct fire support to the manecuver elements was provided

by the attachment of the 6th Battalion, 29th Artillery (105T) to the 1st
Brigade; 4th Battalion, 42d irtillery (105T) to the 2d Brigade; and the 24
Battalion, 9th irtillery (105T) to the 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,
Reinforcing and general support fires were provided by the 5th Battalion,
16th Artillery (~), the organic 155/8-inch unit of Division Airtillery,
Unite of the 52d Artillery Group were attached, OPCON, and general support-
reinforeing 4th Infantry Division Artillery. USSF/CIDG were supported by
positioning 175/8-inch batteries of the &th Baitalion, Uith-Artillery,
OPCON to the division, within or adjacent to USSF/CIDG camps and at Oasis
to provide fires to PLEI ME, Road securiiy missions were supported, when
possible, by self-propelled units which complemented the armorod force
normally assigned this type of mission, Two batteries of SP artillery
from the 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery, and one battery (105T) from 7th
Battalion, 13th Artillery, OPCON to the division, were in direct support
of the lst Squadron, 10th Cavelry on highway 509, A provisionalr organi-
zation consisting of une battery (1058P) 3d Battalion, 6th Artillery, and
one medium battery from 5th Battalion, 1éth Artillery, was placed OPGON
to lst Battalion, 69th armor on highway 19 East.

(2)

1st Brigadc-with attached artillery deployed from the

TUY HOA area to the SiM HOUSTON .0, Battery i, 6th Battalion, 29th
Artillery, closed with supported task force, lst Battalion, 8th Infantry,
on 26 January 1967, 6th Battalion, 29th sirtillery (=) with brigade
headquarters and two infantry battalions entered the operation on 20
Battery 4, 5th Battalion, 1l6th Artillery, was transhipped

February.,

from TUY HOA to QUI NHON and convoyed to the operational airsa, closing
on 2l, February 1967.

(3)

Headquarters Division Artillery continued, as in previous

operations, to manage artillery assests by positicning and allocating
artillery, anti-aircraft automatic weapons, radar, searchlights, and metro
station and giving planning guidance for employment of available artillery.
During one phase of the operation Division irtillery operated a combined
forward tactical artillcry operations and fire support coordination center
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* in conjunction with the division forward TAC CP. The close proximity of
the many marcuver elrments operating in the area of operations required
that Division Artillery exercise closc control of all artillery units

- operating in the A0, . Further, Division Artillery planned and programmed

prov1dod on thc spot fire plwnnlng guldance to artillury units deployed
from other locales Lo the division AQ and supervised the operation of the
artillery air advisory net for the portion of the A0 ceontrolled by lst
and 2d Brigades,

(4) Tesk organizing the artillery became somewhat more
complex during other’phases of the operation. There were instances where
battalion sized task forces of one brigade were operating in the area of
operation of another brigade. When this occurred it became necessary for
the Division ‘Ariillery to assign tactical missions to units already favor=
ably positioned, i.e,, Battery A, Lth Battalion, 42d Artillery, which was
attached to 2d Brigade was placed OPCON 6th Battalion, 29th irtillery, and
assigned a mission of direct support., In another case it was necessary to
form a provisional headquarters that could be placed in direct support of
a scparale task force, This was accomplished using the headquarters of
the Division Artillery organic general suppcrt battalion., Division
Artillery continued the practice of forming organic attached and OPCON
artillery into mixed caliber battalion groups. (See inclosure 3, Task
Organization),

(5) Mutually supporting fire support bases (FSB's) contain-
ing single and multiple batteries, proved to be highly successful, The
bases were positioned to support one or more of the patrols operating in
the area end permitted the massing of fire from cne or more bascs, Secu~-

rity for FSB's was normally provided by division and USSF/CIDG resources.

. (6) The 175/8-inch FSB's at New PLEI DJERENG, Oasis, and

DUC CO proved invaluable because from these bases long-~range fires of the
175 were mutually supporting and were able to fire along the C.MBODIAN
Border, These fires were paramount in the suppression of enemy aati-
aircraft and mortar fire and in heavy harassment and interdiction programs
along the horder areas, Ilong range 175's also proved very effective when
used as defensive Iires 150-200 méters to the flanks of personnel protected
in bunkers,

(7) Artillery metro coverage was improved during SAM HOUSTON

by veturn of the division mctro scetion which was formerly positioned in
the TUY HOA area. Electronic and visual sections operated 1ndependent1y
and each was positioned to provide local metro data to all units in the

division .0,
(8) Counter-mortar radars, ANMPQ-L, were used effectively

throughout the operation, On several occasions radars were airlifted into
forwvard fire support bases to provide coverage along the C/iMBODIAN Border.

3
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Four radar scctions were deployed as follews: One was utilized in the
Division's Base Cemp Defense system, two wore anployed by the direct
support artillery battolions in forward arceas, and one wad retained under
Division Artillery control to cover division and brigade TiC CP and New
PLEI DJERENG USSF/CIDG camp.

(9) Ammunition expenditure for SAM HOUSTON:

e S B e e i i, - A

(a) Forward area,

UNIT CALIBER AMOUNT
L-L2 Arty 105T 88,575 i
6-29 Arty 1057 39,083
2-9 Arty 105T 20,014
3-6 Arty 1055F 23,675
7-13 Arty 105T L,328
5-16 Arty 155SP 24,971

8" sp 7,619
6-14 Arty 8n sp 10,977

175SP 7,672
1-92 Arty 155T - 218

TOTAL 227,132

(b) Base camp,

105 1,896
g 902
155 358
L.2n 261
8l 298
TOTAL 3,515

GRAND TOTAL 230,647
(10) Average artillery available for SAM HOUSTON.

105 66 TUBES
155 12 TUBES
, gn 10 TUBES
; 175 &_TUBES

TOTAL 94 TUBES

{(11) Searchlight missions,

He I 9,456
On Call 3.0,0
‘ ‘ TOTAL 13,396
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¢. Air Support,

(1) hxpenence gained in previous operztions concerning the
of close air support (CAS) was carried Torward with success in

I
HOUST
1 SAM HIOUSTON,

(2) Units continued to use the tremendous firepcwer end close
in targeting available from the fighter aircraft. CAS immediate requests
supported practically every confact of the cperaticn. Preplenned sirikes
were utilized by both brigades to strike known and suspected targets day
and night throughout the A0, The use of preplanned strikes on targets
developed by visual reconnaissance, recondo patrols and other intelligence
gathering sources censtituted the majority of vhe sorties flown.

(3) The following table indicates the CAS requested, flown,
type aircraft utilized and results of the strikes during Operation SAM -
HOUSTON, .

 MISSIONS SORTIES - TYPE 4 IRCRAFT ) DAMAGE ASSESSHENT
Type iReq Flown| Flown AlE(B57 'F4LC F100i Navy ACLT  Huts; Bunk-'AW/ Sec;Est

|
Mio'aion i i ¢, tUSKC . lers iA Exp TKIA
L L N B S i
T A N B I
| FiC PP 7051 515 - 149 ! 83. u9| grjienal 41 - w0 251 (9l e
J — : : S
! A ' I R R
FAC ‘196? 217 . 473 106' L oe 269 SN TR N A NS SR/ )
Jrxmed : . L : ; : [
| B ‘,' LI 1
CSS.PP {332) 209 409 ' . 17:113: 279 i i ; 2
i SR R S ‘ | l ' 4
' : ! : . i H .
css .38 29 57 ;.. o5, s ¢ oqo o bob0g
Domed | f o T 4t o 4 TP T I
H i D . . ! ’ . N ; i
{ . : ] . ' V i P : :
SPOOK_YE 76, 67 67 . | l : ;67 ] i S
SR : A N RS . o
P [ Do N R
_TOTAL 13473037 2500 _189i 80'289he7s. & 67 10376 [z 120 ! 4315

(4) The damage assessment does not reflect the true value of
the CAS used, " This is es specially true in the figures for enemy killed,
Assessment of strike damage is often difficult. to obtain because ground

‘units scmetimes do not enter the strike area until hours, or even days,

after a strike, if at all, Strikes on the majority of targets must be
assessed by aerial observers Whosc observation is limited because the
heavy . jungle frequently prevents them Irum seeing the ground,

(5) The B-52 bambers provided another source of devastating

5
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Tirepower to the division., A total of 31 of B-52 strikes were flown in
response to division requests. (Inclosure 43. The ralds were targeted on
locations where intelligence.indicated locations of enemy headquarters,
base camps, units and fortified areas, - The psycholegical impact of the
strikes on the ensmy was one of the most important side effects. Enemy
priseners of war have indicated that the B-52 bombers are a source of
constant terror t» them,

{6) The XM~27 Gravel Mine was utilized by the division for
the first tiuwe during Operation SAM HOUSTON. This new self-sterilizing
anti-personnel mine was sewn across the targets by AlE aircraft. The type
targets selected were fire support bases recently abandoned by friendly
units because experience had shown that enemy units entered these areas
stiortly afizr the departure of the US troops. A recondo patrol, inscrted
to cbserve one of the two FSB's.on which the mines had been placed, reported
hearing several explosions during a 24 hour porioed., It is believed that
the explosions were tho result of enemy ticops stepping on the mines. The
overall effectivencss of the mines needs further svaluation,.

d. Army Aviation support.

(1) Army Aviation support for contingency and operational
nissions agsigned the division during Operation S HOUSTON was provided
by the organic Ath Av:l.at.lon Battalion and the general support 52d Aviation
Battalion.

(2) The 52d Aviation Battalion provided the majority of the
divisional aviation support for the period 1 January through 24 February
1967, Elemerts of the 52d iviation Battalion were principally utilized
in airmmobile combat assaulis, cormand and control and resupply missions
for the brigades and battalions committed in the forward areas af the
division 40, Losses incurred by the battalion in support of divieion
operations wer. two KIA, two WLi and one aircraft destroyed.

(3) The 4th iviation Battalion phased into the theater during
tho period 11 January to 24 February 1967, The air ¢rews of Company A, the
principal 1ift unit of the battalion, began arriving in country on 11
January 1967 and the last crews closed on 14 January 1967. All assigned
aircraft and maintenance personnel closed Dragon Mountain Base Camp on

-5 February 1967. The supperting equipment closed the base camp on 23
. TFebruary and the unit was declared fully sperational 25 February 1967,
~ Losses incurred by the battalion in support of division operations were

two KIA, 15 WIA and two aircraft destroyed.
(4) Army aviation was employed by the division as follows:
(2) A4th Aviation Battalion.l

18ee footnote next page.
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1. Sorties 43,539
2. Hours flown 7,836.
" 3. Troops lifted 22,520,
L. Tons of cargo lifted 801,
(b) 524 Aviation I:-i.alion.l
1. Sorties 37,224,
2. Hours flown 12,087,
3. Troops 1lifted 53,868,
4. Tons of cargo lifted 9,466,
e, Engineer support,

(1) The 4th Engineer Battalion, supported by non—divisional
engineer effort, provided support to the division in its conduct of search
and deatroy operations .in western PIEIKU Province,

(2) The battalion conductéd aerial and ground reconnéissance
of the existing road net within the #0-and over many proposed pioneer
routes for the purpose of updating information of the roads and for the
planning of new improvements,

(3) A significamt engineer accomplishment within the A0 was
the clearing and opening of route 19W from DUC CO to the CAMBODIAN Border.
This road was upgraded to two lane class 35 and one way class 55 dry~
weather capability. The existing road bed was found to contain good rock
base providing one lane class 35 all weather capability,

(4) In support of brigade operations, elements from the
engineer battalion performed the missions of landing zone:and fire support
base clearance, route clearance, mine sweeping, perimeter defense con-
struction and encmy fortification destruction. .

(5) Other taskeincluded the maintenance of the road net,
TiaC CP, FSA facilities, helicopter pads, refueling points and sling out
areas.at the 3T couplex,

1The apparent discrepency between the number of sorties and hours
£lown between the two battalions exists becauss the 4th iviation Battalion
alrcraft during the reporting period were used for resupply, liaison aml
other short flights within the 40, requiring more landings and take-offs,
which is the criterid _for counting sorties, Additionally, each firing
run by an armed helicopter is considered a sortie.

7
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{(6) The 20th Engineer Battalion (~) with elements of three
companies provided general support to the division by upgrading and ain-
taining 1I0C's in the area (routes 19W, 4B and 509), constructing and
maintaining C-130 airfields at New PLEI DJERENG (YA8546) and Oasis
(ZA1027) and furnishing selected engineer equipment support as required.

f, Psyops support,

(i) FPsychological operations were conducted im conjuncticn
with tactical operations to cause disaffection and desertion of enemy
soldicrs, deny support to the VG and encourage the civilians to support
the GVN.

(2) The attached teams from the 245th Psyops Company were
utilized to assist brigade psychological operations personnel in the
coordination of brigade programs, aircraft scheduling, leaflet and tape
preparation and delivery., The teams also acted as liasison between the
division and their parent unit to secure needed materials., The PLEIKU
detactment of the company printed and supplied over 15 million special
leaflets in addition to some 30 million standard leaflets. The average
time for special leaflets was 36 hours from submission %o delivery,

(3) Psywar tcams from the 20th ARVN Psychological Warfare
Battalion were utilized by the brigades and battalions to carry the psywar
program from the GVN to the people, The teams assisted and supported us
psyops personnel in develcping materials and by representing the GVN to
the people,

(4) Over.50 million leaflets, 100 hours of airborne loud-
speaker time and 85 hours of ground loudspeaker time were utilized in
the psycps effort,

g. Civic Action support,

(1) Civic actions were conducted to prevent interference
with the division's operations, protect civilians from friendly and
enemy fires, relieve suffering and extreme privation and assist the GVN
in evacuation, resecttlement and Revolutionary Development activities,

(2) Civil affairs teams from the 41st Civil Affairs Company
were attached to each of the two brigades to support the brigade civic
action program. 4 team attached at division level was responsible for
coordination of the civic action of all units, complete statistics and
other data on hamlets and requisition and distribution of supplies for
the civic acticn program.

8
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32)

(3) The majority of the civic actions conducted in the AO
were of tha high Impact, short duration type and were executed to alleviate
critical cunditions in the villages in the vicinity of the lst and 2d
Brigade and ist-Squadron, 10th Cavalry forward command posts. In the
local programs, emphazis was placed on distribution of relief supplies,
community sanitation, personal hygicne and medical treatment., 4Also,
transportation from the rumote location of the CP's to the markets in
PLEIKU was provided the villagers in the area. Long term civic actions
could not be considered by the brigades and the cavalry squadron beceuse
of the temporary nature ol their locations,.

{4) The lst hattalion, 69th Arwor because of the relative
permanency of the battalion forward base was able to implement a long
term civic action program in their portlon of the A0, In addition to the
short duration, high impact type civic actions, the battalion completed
construction of a spillway, begen construction of a dam for an irrigation
system and fish pond, and conducted 1EDCAP  and VETCAP in six surrounding
villages. Also daring the pmeriod of the operation the battalion resettled
one hamlet to include clewring the tand and assisting the people of the .
hamlet drive their cabttls Lo the new hamlet site,

8, (C) INTLLLIGENCE:

a, Enemy Composition, Disposition and Strength Prior to
Operation SAM HOUSTON,

(1) Pricv to Operation SAM HOUSTON, NVA forces avoided major
contact m.th friendly forces while refitting and reg.ouping in. CAMBODIA,
At the same time, they dispatched recoiraissance elements into the KONTUM
(PLEI TR4P) panhandle to observe and warn of impending FWHMAF operatioms.
It was anticipated that the enemy would attempt to reestablish the KONTUM
panhandle as a base area and &s a potential battlefield, It was further
anticipated that the VC would continue to increase activities in the form
of limited attacks against lucrative targets, minings and harassing fire
&long LIOC's, sabotage, and subversive actlvities in villages and hamlets
throughout the 40, : ’

(2) sSuwmma., . Enemy Composition, Disposition and Strength
prlor to the beginning oi‘ Operation . SaM HOUSTON:
UNIT STRENGTH DISPOSITION
1st NVA Div 5585 Vice YA 5056
32d Regt_ 1500 Vic YA 5056
33d Regtl L0 Vic YA 5056

2The 33d and 101C Regiments sustaired heavy casualties during
Operation PAUL REVERE IV, and scveral NVAC's claimed both units had
been disbanded to provide replacemerts -Jor cther regiments,

9
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UNIT STRENGTH DISPOSITION
66th Regt 1800 Unk
10th NVA Div Unk Unk
88th NVA Div 1600 Unk
95B Regt 1400 Vie YA 5056
101C Reyt? 500 Unk
24th NJA Regt 1600 Central KONTUM Province
200th Arty Bn 200 Unk
LO7th MF En . 500 Central FLEIKU Province

H=15 LF Bn 375 Central PIEIKU Province

b. Enemy Activity during Operation SAM HOUSTON,

1) Opers ion SAM HOUSTON began on 1 January 1967, but in-
volved no significant contact with sizeable NVA forces until mid-February.
During the period 1 Jaruary through 15 March 1967, small scale guerrilla
activities increased throughout PIEIKU Province and consisted mostly of
mining incidents along the major LLOC's in the western portion of the
province, This same period was probably used by the NVi to refit and
regroup NVi forces in C.AMBODI:4 in preparation for the Spring and Summer
Campaign 1967. During the latter part of January numerous enemy sightings
were reported by friendly patrol elements operating in the panhandle arca
of southwest \KONTUM Province. The discovery of recently occupied fortifi-
cations, huts:and camping sites, and engagements with small NV.i recon
elaments confirmed the belief that enemy forces werc again moving into
this panhandle area, The TET truce period, 7-11 February, revealed no
overt activity. Howsver, this time was used extensively by the NVi to
continue to infiltrate units into southwestern KONTUM. The end of the .
truce brought a resurgence of VG activity, and two US battalions, lst
Battalion, 12th Infantry and lst Battalion, 22d Infantry were deployed
west.of the NaM SATHAY River in the KONTUM panhandle, Both battalions
dispatched companies on search and destroy (5&D) operations, and almost
immediately encountered strong enemy resistance, The same type activity
was cceurring east of the NAM SATH.Y River where the 2d Battalion, 8th
Infantry had also just established a FSB,

{2) It wes evident from the initisl encounters that the-NVA
had altered their tactics from those employed during Operation PAUL RuVERE
IV. In PAUL REVEFE IV, the NVA had normally fragmented his forces during

L I R T . B L R A u P UL ST B R, WY . I P D
_ud.y.L.LsKRU edlild VUL s bUJllldbL‘: Latel J.usruu.ycu al MLEly .l"‘ Cparayl'y v

attack on a Ub night. defensive position or FSB. Thé night attack would

25ee footnote pn previous page.
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inevitably be preceded by heavy mortar fire and culminate in & battilion
size assault against the prepared US positions, Thuse tactics did not
prove succesaful for the NVA, In Operation SAM HOUSTON, we engaged
esgsentially the same enemy but his reactions weve different. A large
majority of the contacts occurred during daylight with the WVA making
extensive use of snipers in trees and engaging our icolated companies

7t tines and places of his chnosing, Our FSB's were subject to intensie
mortar- fire, Howaver, the enemy ¢'d not commit large ground forces in
asgaulting these baoes.

{3) In mid March, there were reliable indications that the
NVA was infiltrating forces from CAMBODIA into the area west of highway
14B, HMortar attacks and contacts suddenly replaced minings as ihe most
significant incidents in FLEIKU Province, Un the night of 13 March and
continuing into the next morning, the diviaslon TAC CP and the forward
CP's of the 1st and 2d Brigades at 3T rdceived an estimated 330 rcunds
of 82nm mortar fire plus 75mm BR, and_B-40 fire., On 16 March, Compeny B,
lst Battalion, 12th infantry was helilifted to YA758386 and was immediately
engaged by an estimated NVA platoon, WYuring a sweep of the area, seven
infiltration passes were found, Five of these were nunbered D300, one
D301D and one 520, Thesc numbers equate to the 95B, 101C and 33d NVA
Regiments, thereby indicating that elemonts of the 958 NVA Regiment had
infiltrated into Scuth VIETNAM.ncrth of the CHU PONG Mountains, On 22
March, Campany 4, lst Battalion, 8th Infantry made contact with an -
estimated NVA battalion at YA686344. During iate March, search and
destroy operations in the panhandle revealed numerous abandonwd base
camps and fortified positions indicating that enamy activity was shifting
to the southwest irn PLEIKU Province in the vicinity of ushe IA DRANG valley,
The majority of the NVA forces had probably scught refuge in C/MBODILA,
with some elements infiltrating into western PLEIKU, and operating in
conjunction with main force (MF) and local force (LF) VC units., US units
then concentrated their attention on the western portion of the province,
attempting to reduce the threats poged by VC/NvA units; and to disrupt the
VC infrastructure, ’

(4) Below iz the Encmy Compositiun, Disposition snd Strength
encountered during Operation S.iM HQUSTON:

UNIT STRENGTH3 - DISPOSITION SOURCE

1st RVi Div- Unk YA 5056 Reliable Source
324 Regt 1100 YA 6952 P & Documents
65th Regt 1740 YA 5055 PW & Document.s
88th Regt Unk T 6058 PW & Documents

95B Regt _ Unk YA 6834 Document s

200th Arty.Bn Unk.- C YA 8335 ™

LO7th MF Bn 500 N PLEIKU Agent,

3Based on interrogation répor‘_oq.
n
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32)

A
¢, During Operation SAM HOUSTON the folluwing eneamy techniques
wer2 usad against friendly forces,

(1) Enemy use of Imitative Ccumunicatione Deception,

(a) The first indication of imitative communications
deception being used by the enemy in the area was during the attack on

Qump Holloway on 7 January 1967. Just prior to and during the attack,

several valls were made on that unit's internal telephone circuit during
which the caller, speaking fluent English, determined the number of US
persunnel in certain bunkers. The caller then informed the Camp Holloway
control tower that an attack was imminent, It was later found that the
wires pad beéen tapped near the perimeter fence,

(b) 1In Operation SAM HOUSTON one instance of ICD
occurred when a voice speaking fair English attempted to answer a call
transmitted fron a friendly station, The station attempting to imitate
the friendly unit was chalienged, but could not authenticate. A homing
device in a helicoptur pointed to a locatlon across the border in CAMBODIA.

(¢) 1In anowner case during S.:M HOUSTON, a voice without
accent or trace of oriental pronounciation called two friendly units, and
using the call sign of another iYviendly unit, asked for help at a road
Jjunction, The sender upon being shallenged could not authenticate, A
check revealed that no friendly wnits were within the area indlcated by
the sender,

' (2) A new technique employed by the encmy during SAM HOUSTON
was the use of handgrenades in an airlurst role against heliltorne opera-
tions. The techinigue used involved burying a propallent charge over which
& layer of earth was placed. A wooden board was then placed on top of the

-earth £ill and directly over the char;c., A number of stick-iype hand

grenades were secwred to this block of wood, A wire was attached to the
grenade fuzes with one end anchored tc a stake, When the propellent
charge. was command detonated, the grenades were thrown into the air and

armed, resulting in an airburst effect at altitudes of from 40 to 70

feet, . Included as inclosures 5 and 6 are a top and side view of the
device and a diagram of the LZ illustrating the pattern in which the
grenades ‘were distributed,

R P
d, Terrainus

(1) Relief and Drainage: The area of operations is situated
on a moderately dissected plateau except for the northwest guarter where
the terrain is ragged and mountainous. Several large hill masses and a
few isolated volcanic cones rise above the plateau, The plateau is divided
into two distinct areas, The northeastern half consists of rolling plains
and the southwestern half of relatively level plains, The mountainous
northwest quarter of the area, where the majority of activity occurred
during the operation, is extremely rugged and contains many steep-walied

vallcys and revines with only cone road and a2 limited mumber of 1Z7'g,
1
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)

Principal drainage is provided by the IA DRaNG, SE SAN and NaM SATHAY
Rivers. Drainage in the area is generally northeast to southwest.

(2) Vegetation: The area consists of open plains, open
forest plains and dense forests, The southwestern quarter consists of
open forest plains with closely spaced trees and scattered clear areas,
> Hill masses In this area are covered by dense forests and thick under-

i growth., The rugged, mountainous. terrain in the northwestern portion of
5 the area is covered by a dense,broadleaf, ever-green forest, Trees range
= from 2C to 25 meters in height with somne as high as 45 meters,

¥
¥
3
¢
¢
£
?

(3) Military Aspects of the Terrain,

(a) Observation and Field of Fire: 'Observation and
fields of fire are good in open plains, but is severely reduced in the
open forest plains. ' The hills and mountains restrict fields of fire for
flat trajectory weapons, and the dense undergrowth will deflect small
arms fire, Vegetation and terrain irregularities limit target acquisition
and adjustment of fire for high angle fire weapons.

(b) Cover and Concealment: Cover from flat trajectory
fire is good in most of the area because of the numerous valleys and the
relatively steep stream embankments. The extremely rugged terrain in
the northwest, provides excellent cover from flat trajectory weaporis,
Overhead concealment is fair to poor in the relatively open eastern
half of the area, and excellent in the northwest portion.

(c) Obstacles: The major obstacles are the SE SAN and
NAM SATHAY Rivers which form barriers to sast~west travel, These rivers
are fordable during the dry season,

(d) Key Terrain Features: The CHU PRONG (ZA00LY) and
: CHU KAN YAN (YA9348) mountains in the northwest portion of the area are
a two key terrain features overlooking route 509, the only surface link
§ between PLEIKI City and PLEI DJERENG, In southwestern KONTUM Province
the key terrain feature is the area in the vicinity of Hill 1282 which
dominates the PLEL TRAP valley,

(e) Avcnues of Approach: There are several avenues of
approach into the ares. They are: (1) from the north along route li;
(2) from the southuest along the many tributarics of the 1A DRANG River;
\)[ * from vhe wast alar.g route 500' and (L) from the north down "'1"“ '
corridors between the mountain ranges, FExecellent avenues of approach in
the northwestern part of the area exist in the area of the Nal SATHAY
River. This area also contains numerous good east-west traila leading
from CAMBCDIA into VIETNAM by way of the KONTUM panhandle, Many excellent
east-west. infiltration trails also exist in the area north of the CHU PONG

Mountains leading from CAMBODIA into VIETNAM,

13
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MAGV J3-32) P
e. Veather., The weather throughout the area of operations was

good with only very small amounts of precipitation in the form of after-

noon rainshowers, 4s a result of the good weather experienced during the

dry ceason, moodm 1lizatlicn ¢f helicopters was possible,

MUy Ueaeuln Wn Ut pagsslnie,

f. The total number of mining incldents during Operation SAM
HOUSTON was 53, Based upon a monthly period the maximum number of mining
incidents were in March as the table below indicatea:

MONTH NUMBER OF INCIDENTS
! January 5
i February 17
. March 25

April (to 5 April) 6

TOTAL 53

A further breakdown of mining incidents by type vehlcle
involved is as follows:

? TYPE VEHICLE NUMBER OF INCIDENTS
i 1/L ton 2
: 3/l ton : 2
2 1/2 ton 7
: 5 ton 6
: LPC 11
Tank 23
ViR . 2
TOTAL 53

g+ The total number of mines located and either evacuated or
destroyed- during Operation SA} HOUSTON was 65. Based upon a monthly
{ : period the maximum number .of mines discovered occurred in March ss
indicated below:5

v
[E R

hInclosure 7 contains a list of all mining incidents to include:
date-time-group, unit, location, type vehicle, casualties (friendly),
3 : damage. Tab A to Inclosure 7 further illustratcs the lecation, date-

time-group and type of vehicle involved in mining incidents within the AQO,

S= s

TRCR L

SInclosure 8 contains a list of all mines evacusted or destroyed by
date-time~group, location, type of mine and additicnal charge. Tab A to
E Inclosure 8 further 1llustrates the locatlon; datg-time~group and number

of mines that were evacuated or destroyed,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operatione ifter Action Report (RCS: MNACV J3-32)

MONTH MINES EVACUATED/DESTROYED

January 1
February 26
karch 30
April (to 5 April) 2

TOTAL 66

The total figure included 56 destroyed and 10 evacuated.

5

h. 4 totsl of 41 mortar attacks were experienced during Operat.ion
Sali HOUSTON which involved an snemy expgnditure of 1641 (60 and 82m) mor-~
tar rounds fired at friendly positions:® The maximum number of attacks
occurred in March,

MONTH NUMBER OF INCIDENTS

January 2
February 13
March 25
April (to 5 April) 1

TOTAL 41

i. The overall CA/Psyops evaluation of population attitude
showed marked acceptance of both US and GVN officials and the programs
initiated in their hamlets. Concurrently, there was a marked increase
in the amount of information volunteered by local inhabitants and apparent
willingness to openly assist military and govermment officials,

9, (C) MISSION:. Yhe 4th Infartry Division conducted operations in
SAM HOUSION! area of operation to:

detect North Viethamese Army (NVA) infiltration into Republic of
VIETNM (RVN).,

S I B T P R S P RS TERT I TS M 05 ey, 154

dstect NVA/VC troop concentrations.

VSR

provide security for engineer constructi.on and logistical

R
.t_.

¥ 6Inclosvre 9 contains a list of all mortar attacks occurring during
i Operation SAM HOUSTON by date~time-group, unit, loeation, number of rounds
received, type ammunition used, and friendly casualties, Tab A to Inclosure
9 further illustrates the location, date~timeegroup and number of rounds
and type ammunition involved,

7The name of the operation was changed from PAUL REVERE V to SAM
HOUSTON by IFFV msg #0235, subj: Change of Operation Namss, DIG 1809422
January 1967, retroactive to 0100012 January 1967,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operaticns After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32) 0
9—,
provide security for Goverrment of VIETN/M (GVN) resettlement

opgrations within the area of operations,

provide security of highway 19 east of PLEIKY,

10, {C) COHCEPT.OF GPERATIGN: The 4th Infantry Dix vision amployed Uwo
brigades to provide surveillance and recormaissance of the CAMBODIAN Border
with extensive use of recondo patrols; conducted search and destroy cpera-
" tions west of the S& SN and NiM SATHAY Rivers, and provided security for

engineer construction of routa 509B; landing zone and fire support base

vicinity YA6953 and PLEL TRAP vicinity YA6555; and with one tank battalion
task force and one cavalry squadron task force provided security of ccnvoys
and LLOC, engineer construction, logistical installations, EDAP ENANG re-
settlement areas and conducted search and destroy operations throughout the
ramainder of the SiM HOUSTON area of operation, In coordination with ARVN
and CIDG units extensive search and destroy operations were conducted in
the CHU PRONG area, in vicinity of DUC CO and New PLEI DJERENG, and in the
area bounded by routes 4B, 509, 19W and 14. Heavy cnemy contacts west of
the SE SaN River required extensive search and destroy and pursuit opera-
tions by two brigades in the lower PLEL TRAP and N.M SiTHAY valleys.

1, (C) EXECUTION:
a. General,

(1) Operation S.M HOUSTON was initiated by the 4th Infantry
Division.at 010001Z January 1967 by OPORD 1-67. The area of operation
remained the same as that of PAUL REVERE IV. At the beginning of the
period the major elements of the division were disposed as follows: 2d
Brigade on the northwest near PLEI LJERENG; .1lst Squadron, 1Oth Cavalry:
weltt: of PLEIKU along rout.e 509 and 2d Batt.a.llon, 35th Infantry on route
19 east of PILEIKU,

(2) Operation SAM HCUSTON is viewed as occurring in five
time phases, :

(a) Phase -One — 1 January to 14 February.. -Screening
.operations wers conducted along the C/MBODIAN Border and search and destroy
missions were carried out ‘in an area of operation bounded generally by the
SE SAN River and Highway 509 on the north, the PLEIKU defense sector and
the division TiOR on the east, the 20 grid line on the south and the
C.iMBODIAN Border on the west, These operations were conducted by one
brigade consisting of three infantry battalions, The cavalry squadron
and the armor battalion conducted route sscurity for highways 509, 14B
‘end 19¢ within the A0, One infaniry battalion task force was responsible -
for the security of highway 19E from PIFIKU to the MANG YANG pass. Midway
through the phase the infantry battalion task force was committed in the
AO and was replaced by the armor battalion, Aerial surveillance and

16
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recondo patrols were used extensively in the border screening mission.
Roads in the area.were upgraded by the engineers in preparation for

future operations. The 1lst Battalion, &th Infantry returned to divisian
control from the TUY HOA area. The first significant contact of Operation
SAM HOUSTON occurred on.-3 January 1967 when IZ 3T (YA850455) was hit U, a
40 round mortar attack. During the latter part of the phase the division
began to niove across the Sk SAN River,

(b). Phase Two - 15 February to 21 February. This is
the period of the heaviest contact during Operstion SAM HOUSTON. A build
up of intelligence indicated that enemy forces were entering the area west
of the NAM SATHAY River, The decision was made to commit two infantry
battalions into FSB's secured by ground units into the area west of the
Nad SATHAY River, Two companies moved out the day before and secured two
designated landing zones, The followling morning, the first of the baital-
ions made a combat assault into the landing zone, 'They received sniper
and mortar fire. The mortars were quickly silenced by counter battery
artillery fire. The second battalion made its combat assault in the
afterncon and came under intense small arms and automatic weapons fire
during the landing. The battalion later made heavy contact on the ground
as they moved out to sweep the area around the LZ. Three other heavy
contacts were experienced by units of the division during this periocd
each inflicting heavy casualties upon the enemy. Near the end of the
phase the 1lst Brigade, with the 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry and the éth
Battalion, 29th Artillery, returned to division contrel from the TUY HOA
8r'62.

(c) Phase Three = 22 February to 15 March, The arca of
operation was divided between the two brigades, The.lst Brigade with three
infantry battalions assumed responsiblliity for the portion of the A0 be-
tween the'SE SAN and NaM SATHAY Rivers, The 2d Brigade with two infantry
battalions assumed responsitiility for that portion of the 40 west of the
KAM SATHAY River to the C/lBODIL,N Border. There were numerous displacemente
during the period as units were shifted to block likely exfiltration routes
and to expand the number of potential FSB's. Bulldozers were helilifted
to the battalions to aid in the.development of the fire bases, There was
generally 1ight contact throughout the period with four heavy contacts
occurring, two at the beginning of the period, each involving a company

* sized patrol and two at the end of the period, One initially involved

one battalion in which two additional battalions were later helilifted
into blocking positions in an attempt to prevent the exfiltration of the
cncmy units in contact, The cther action invelved s company size patrol.
In one three day period during the phase the enemy fired over 300 rounds
of mortar ammunition into two FSB's and the CP complex at 12 3T, One of
the fire bases was hit with 12 separate mortar attacke in a 36 hours

perdiod- receiving over 300 rounds,

(d) Phase Four - 16 -March to 28 March, = During this
phase both brigades moved fram the area west of the SE SiN River te an

17
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operational area bounded generally by the SE SAN River and 60 grid line on
the north, the PLEIKU defense sector and the TACR on the wast, the 20 grid
line on the south and the CAMBODIAN Border on the west, All elements were
withdrawn by the end of the pericd utilizing helilift and rcad movement,
There were three cignificant contacts during the period; one during a combat
assault, one while on a search and destroy mission and one when a unit was

moved into an area to extract a recondo patrel with which radio contact had
been lost,

(e} Phase Five - 29 March to 5 April, This phase began
with the removal of the bridge across the SE SiN River by the engineers and
was characterized by extensive cordon and search operations of villages and
hamlets within the A0, in an area northwest of PLEIKU and in areas adjacent
to the division TA/OR. The EDAP ENAMG resettlement project was started by the
GVN and supported by the division. The 3d Battelion, 12th Infantry, the last
>f divisional units in the TUY HOA area,returned to division control,

b, The significant events that occurred during Operaticn SAM HOUSTON
are listed chronologically at inclosure 10 with the foilowing exceptions.

(1) Details of mining incidents. and mortar attacks referenced
in subparagraphe are at inclosures 7 and 9 respectively. - )

(2) Disﬁlacements of fire support bases and brigsde and battal~
ion command posts are shown at inclosure 11.

cs Significant contscts during SAM HOUSTON are shown at inclosure 12,
d. Chcmical Operations,

(1) Chemical operations during Operation SAM HOUSTON consisted
of defoliation and riot control agent (RCA) employment. '

(2) Ground based defoliation began on 2 January 1967 and con=
tinued throughout tie operation, The principal target areas were routes 509
and 5098 and fire support bases. A total of 249 sorties were flown by UH~LD
helicopters in support of the program (Inclosure 13). '

(3) Acrial defoliation missions flown by Air Force (=123 air=
craft fiom the 12th Air Commendo Squadron began on 18 February 1967 and
conpinued throughout Operation SMM HOUSTON, The missicns wore flowa over
target areas in KONTUM Province. A total of 25 sorties were flown in 1l
missions (Inclosure 13),

(4) Two riot control agent drcps were made in support of 2d
Brigade operations. The target areas were suspocted enemy positions and in
both cases were followed by artillery concentrstions, Negative results were
reported from both drops, The mission data is listed beéluw and graphically
ghown at inclosvre 13.
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(a) 25 February 1967 = 30 drums (2560 1bs) of CS-1

(powder) dropped from two CH-A7 helicopters on suspected NVA positions from

YA569576 to YR568587,

PR

{b) 28 bebruary 1967 = L, 20 M{A3 grenades wers dropped
f‘rom a locally fabricated grenade dispenser on a suspected WA unit vieinity
of YA6LEO,

12, (¢) RESULTS:

a8, Sumary of ememy personnel and equipgent losses,
(1) Persomnel,

(a) KIA (BC) 73
1. NVA 725 '
2. VC 8
(b) Detainees 288
1, Pu's 17
a. NUA 8
Be VC 9
2+ Civil Deferdents 92

"3, Innocent Civilians 177
4o Returnegs St 2
(2) Weapons:

TYFE - L1BIE 2 BDE 1/10 cav 1/69 Arm  Other®  Total

Small Arms 18 161 2 : _ 181
Crew Served 11 AR ) 52
&0ma Mortar 3 ‘ 39
82 Mortar o7
AA Weapon , o?
RL B~40 1 8 99

8Tncludes separate units OPCON to 4th Infantry Division during
Operation SAM HOUSTON

9Included in crew served total
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v (3) Ammunition: 14
TYPE 1B0E 2BDE  1/10 Cav  1/69 Armor  Otherf Total
Small Arms  &L10 10565 291 : 2L 173%0 i
Crew Served 6L 9151, 51 . 12 31 9595
57mm 27 L, 2 20 63
60mn 5. 5 10
81/82m 3 99 7 137

(4) Explosives:
TNT (1bs) 71 5.5 L ' 18.6 ' 99..
Hand Grenades 337 3 1 91 432
Mines 12 22 13 13 60

(5) Structures and Fortifications Dostroyed:

Structures 121 - 660 36 54 349 1220

Fortifica=- !
: tions 775 . 1365 32 - 157 580 2909 i
; (6) Foodstuffs:
Rice (tons) ka3 5,5 28.3 11.3 2,9 52,3
: Salt (1bs) 63.6 U0 L9.4 253

, . (7) Documents: _ ._
Documents (ins) 11 L7 7 18 60 L3 /

(8) Body count and estimates of ‘enmy losses during Operation
SAN. HOUSTON were affected by several pertirent factors,

(a) Terra'n and Vegetation. The difficult terrain and

dense vegetation in the area of operations assisted the enemy in his

efforts to evacuate casualties from the immediate areas of major contacts

and made the friendly effort to search for and locate enemy casvalties

i more difficult., The absence of landing zones or clearings, suitable for

helicopter extraction of casualties, required units to cut clearings in |

+ha drncola 3vmadlatb Al FAalTatrivme Aembnato widh tha ancmir an thad +ha f -
T JUigal AMICULAVELY 10440WAldiE TOIivadud Wavel wif Ty SO vhew wiae . a

seriously wounded could be evacuated. At the same time the enemy was |
; able to remove his own casualties from the battle area.

(b) Proximity to CAMEODIA. The proximity of the CAMBODIAN

83e¢e footnote on previous page,
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Border to the sltes of most of the major contacts and B=52 strike areas
made it possible r'or the enemy to transport, most of his casualtiea to his
CAMBODIAN safehaven for burial or medical treatment, Agent reports and
prisoner roportw described several movemonts of mumerous enemy casualties
into CIMBODIA foll~wing contacts.

{¢) Faemy doctrina. The enemy consisiently makes a
determined, slmost fanatical elfort Lo recuver his cesuwslties Irom each
contact, His proparations for suen recovery and his demonstrated offorts
and willingnass to risk fresh casualties to police his dead and wounded
have generally proven successful for him, Dnemy battle orders for defense
of landing zones :nd plans for attacks on FWMAF positions have invariably
included emphasis on all NVA dead or wounded being avaciated.

(d) "s a result of the factors described above it is
concluded that the actua body count of enemy KIA during Operation SAM
HOUSTO! .s not a complet~ court of enemy KIA and is far less than the
actual enemy KIA during whe operation, .Unit after action critiques and
reports have indicated that in almost everr contact with the enemy, US
personnel, who obscived kills or hits on enemy personnel, found the eunemy
had evacuated these casualties when contact was broken.

(9) The. following analysis illustrates the methods and data
used for estimating enemy losses. Beginning with the actual body count,
enemy losses are computed using the MiCV Formula, After iction Reports
end Agent Reportaz,

1 ) 4 3 T &
MiCV COMPUTED =AFTIR ACTION! JTAD TOTAL LOSSES
ACTUAL | +DDNL LOSSES | REPORT ADDML; ADDNL COL[COL : COL : COL
UNITS | BC ! . (A) 1 LOSSES (B) | LOSSES(C) 1 1142 :143 ' 1,
i ! i .t 1
th & 8th Bn, 5 ! 3 ;
th (Conf) 152} 43 ; L - 152,495 | 336 | 152
| G E
Sth Bn, 4%th ‘ ; | : P l
(Prob) 10 31 ' 53 1 = 110)341 | 163 {110
- f !
> Bns, 323 | | { . A S
Prob 235] 66 5 153 | = 235:301 ;388 | 235
! T I
2 Bns, 95B ! ’ g R |
(Prob 160! 45 9% - 1501205 i 254 1160
i ' | ‘: t
bAvcUnt § =1 - A N - =1 =1
, _ i i
her 76! 2t - f 80| 16]; _97;1 761 876
Total 7331 206 . L8 ; g75 | 733 939 {1217 1609

{Ses nexi page for explanaticn of columne (8) (B) and (C).)
’ 21

CONFIDENT AL

b i




1
:

&timwm-f‘m_mwaw r——

B e S T e SR e e

CONFIDENTIAL-

AVDDH-GC

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32)

16 May 1967

(A) Based on the MACY formula for determining additional enemy

losses by multipiying the munber of XIA (BC} by .26.

(B) This figure 15 the difference between the reported" qnefu_w._ losses

in after action reports, and the a.tual BC made on the ground after the
battle, Reported enemy losses in alter action reports are based on
estimation of thouse secen being kiiiud, estimation of those killed by
artillery or air, estimstion of thosa KIA ramoved from the battlefield,

and an estimation of those pomsilly killed (determined by b

ete, )-

b PP B s
lood tralls,

(C) Data collected by JTAIM ayvnte across the CAMBODIAN-VIEINMESE
border, i.,e., agent reports ol enamy KIA returned to C/MBODIA from SiM

HOUSTON AQ for burial,
b. Sumary of friendly personnel losses.

(1) Per=onnel:

S - — BATTIE _ L TOR-BITTIE CTOTAL
BN - LOSSES 1
UNIT "INFLICT OTHER 'rorza. | DEATHS' INJ‘JRY :
KTa WIA _KIi Win KIA VIR, ,
SI-8INF . 19. 66 8 3. 27 &9 ) 8 104
3-8INF . . 2 118 1 20! 1 g, 22
6=29.5RTY | 2: 1 1 02 2 1 5
HHC, 2d Bds . g o 9 . ST g
2-3 INF 32 129 S12 32Uy 6 . 1719 !
1-12 INF ] 18207 3 44 - 19151 18 ' 188 -
1-22 INF b 42112 117 43129 13 'f 185 .
Lei2 ARTY 22 . 8 30 6 . 36 |
2-35 INF 3 8, 1 9 35 93 . .2 2 o132 g
2-9 ARTY 2. 8 . 8. 17 1
TD/65 BNGR ! Lo oo Lt : S
. DIV 4RTY {-) & 2 12 Y3, 2 15 3 20 .
; DISCOM ' 4! ; 4t I N &
110 Gy | 2 5 12 6! 2 ' 0
-}-1-69 ARMCR . T 3 - 30 . 8 . 1
' 4TH AVN BN 2 15 . 2 15 c 3 bt 20 0
4TH ENGR BN 9. 2 2 9 i 1 5 4. 17 '
| 124TH 51 BN Y7o 7 o2 0 9]
| HHC, ATH DIV R IO 1 o R N
i 33D INF PLAT 3. 1, - L ! o le
. ) H Ul : 1
TOTAL £155° =X 1117, 169' 20, 3 . 8 1| 9’

10p/1~10 Cav had 1 MIA that is not included in the totals for

either 1-10 Cav-or the division.
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(2) Equipment:' -
I NR_DAMAGED MR _DESTROYED

Helicopter 25 5
Tanks ‘ 26 ‘
Carrier, Armored Personnel 9

Vehicls, Tanle Recovery 2

Track, 1/L ton 7

Truck, 3/4 ton A 1

Truck, 2 1/2 ton 3
" Truck, 5 ton
Truck, shop van
Trailer, 1 1/2 ton
Trailer, POL

Road ‘irader

Bucket loader
Machine Gun, M~60
Rifle, M-16
Pistol, Cal .45
Radio

PR PRy

NN

cs Fire _'support res\ﬂ.ﬁs_.

(1) Enemy killed and wounded and other destruction mission
results, attributable to artillery fires, are difficult to assess. In
the majority of conlacts the success of the operation wae based on the
combined efforts cof the artillery, alr strikes and maneuver elements,

- (2) H & I programs were highly successful, particuldrly

along the CAMBODIAN Border, Reconnaissance by fire and other fire missions
were successful in destroying and demoralizing the enemy throughout the area

of cperation., A particular effort by the artillery was the counter fire
program fired when the division TAC CP and the lst and 2d Brigade CP's at
12 3T were mortared on 13 and 14 March., The fires greatly reduced the
effectiveness of the enemy mortar attack. In addition to the counter-
mortar fires by artillery units located in the immediate area, long
range 175mm guns were fired from a battery located at DUC CO, medium
range 8-inch howitzers were fired from PLEI DJERENG and one battery of
105mm howitzers -(SP) fired maximum range from positions on highway 509.

13, (C} ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
&, . General,
(1) The concept of logistic support for Operation SAM
HOUSTCN was to furnish required support as. far forward as possible, To

accomplish this, forward logistic bases were collocated with brigade
trains, The forward logistics bases provided Class I, III and V supply

—~n
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support and necessary service support to include maintenance, medical,
bath, laundry and GREEG, The above Logistics support in the forward
area. was provided by a2 forward support activity (FSA) organized from
1lst Logleticel Command ,VIETNAM resources,

(2) Initially two forward logistics bases were established,
One at 1Z 3T (YA853455) and one at Qasis (ZAl120278) in consonance with the
tactical disposition of each brigade, As combat operations shif-cd {o the
arcac weet of the NAM SATHAY River the forward base at Qasis was closed and

both brigadeg were supported from the logistic base at LZ 3T.

(3) With the redisposition of tactical elements east of the
SE SAN River, the logistic base at 3T displaced to LE THAN (YA898313) to
support the lst Brigade and a logistic base was estabiished at Oasis to
support the 2d Brigade.

(4) Hesupply of forward logistic bases was accomplished
primarily by LIOC, Resupply of units in inaccessible areas was accom=
plished by Army aireraft,

b, Material and Services,

(1) Supply: The majority of supplies consumed during
Operation SiM HOUSTON were issued through the Forward Support Areds (FSA)
ovperated by lst Logistical Command. It is estimated, however, that
approximately 5,000 tons of supplies were issued directly to units from
rear base areas, Supplies issued from rear areas include fuel utilized
by aircraft and vehicles in direct support of combat operations, Class V
issved to units from ASP 341 at Camp Holloway and (lass II & IV supplies
issued to units by DSO at IMBC,

(a)  The following Class V items were issued directly
to updits from ASP 341:

APE 'NO RDS WEIGHT (S/T)
105nm ' 13,000 390
155mm 5,000 348
17 5mm I, 000 530
g-inch 5,000 640
TOTAL 27,000 1,908

(b) A summary of supplies issued through supporting
F3Als is shown below:

SUPPLY CLASS AVERAGE DAILY ISSUE TOTAL ISSUES WEIGHT (S/T)
Class L
HAM Raviuns 3,300 (rations) 313, 500 945
2k
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TOTAL ISSWES  WEIGHT (8/T)

Class 1
“B" Rations 1,900 6
MCI (in Rations) 3,100 " 294,900 208
TOTAL 65400 610,300 1,659
Class III
JPL 10,100 (Galions) 959, 500 2,832
AVGAS 500 47,500 L5
MOGAS 3.000 265,000 870
DIESEL 800 61,000 1,304
TOTAL % 1,2'55:'@ 343t
Class IV
TTEM TOTALS_ISSUES  WEIGHT (S/T)
Sand Bags 1,123,820 182
Concertina (Bundles) 25 2
wy" Shape Pickets 3,000 15
TOTAL 218

Class V: 4 total of 8,785 short tons
Operation SAM HOUSTON for a daily average of
consumed are as follows:

of Class V was used during
103 short tons,, Major items

ITEM QTY {IN ROUNDS)
LOmn {(Gren) 37,600
81mm 40,000
G0mn 500
105mm 142,000
4.2 inch 48,000
155mm 15,000
175mm _h:q}o
&-inch 11,000
2.75 inch Rocket 6,000

(c) -Water Foints issues: Two wnter points were operated
in forward areas and issued a total of <,

for a daily average of 21,00Q,gallons,

,000 gallons of potable water

(d) Recapitulation of 'supplics consumed:

-
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o
ISSUED FROM YEIGHT (/T >
Fsi 15,913
Rear Areas 2,000
TOTAL 20,913

Daily.iesuee averaged 220 short tons, This closely approxi= '

- mates the theater average for a two brigade forcs,

(¢) In addition to tonnage of Class III and V used by
division units, the US Adr Force expended the following Class III and V
in support of Operation S/} HOUSTON:

Class III
AIRCRAFT QTY (IN GAL)
Fighters 2,382
B-52's , 2,125
Class V
Delivered by Fighters:
‘ORDNANCE QrY WEIGHT (S/T)
Bombs 8,152 2,532
CBU 77 1,109
Napalm . 3,396 1,033
Rockets L7 95
Delivered by Fighter & AC-47 (SPOOKY):
20 262,842 (Rds) 66
7 « 62um 310,000 8
g Delivered by B-52's:
Boubs Unk 3,567

(2) sServices: A clothing direct exchange (DX) facility was
established in the forward support area at 1Z 3T. The purpose of the
. exchange point was to a¥low units to exchange unserviceable clothing once
it had been sorted out for laundering. The DX point was collocated with
the field laundry unit, Total exchanges effected during periocd 14 January
to 22 March 1967, are shown below:
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LB

Trousers, Tropical
Shirts; Tropical
Boois, Jungle
Socks, Cushion Sole
Towels

Undershirts, cotton
Drawers, cotton

04
2200

1279

880
1200
200
1800

. 1900

16 May 1967
MACY J3-32)

 This facility contributed to the welfare cf the combat soldier by

reducing replacement tirme for individusl clothing.

Avove. figures do not

include issues made from base camp through normal supply channels but are
useful in that they indicate a replacement trend ratio for the jungle

covered terrain in the SAM HOUSTON AO,

ce Maintenarce,

(1) Mainienance support for tactical units was provided by
the 704th Maintenance Battalion with a combination of forward support

~ elements and mobile contact teams backed up by the Headquarters and Main
Support Company at Dragon Mountain Base Camp,

(2) Forward support elements were stationed in the brigade
trains area while armcred and cavalry units were supported by mobile

. contact teams,

(3) #irvcraft raintenance support was provided from Dragon

Mountain Base Camp,

(4) Job Orders processed during Operation SAM HOUSTON are

shown below:
TYPE JOB ORDER

Mechanical
Electronic
Armament
Alrcraft

TOTAL

d. Transportation,

QTY

1067
2076
4182
21

7566

. (1) Thé primary means of resupply during Operation SAM
HOUSTON was accomplished via LIOC, The MSR's utilizéd were as follows:

(a) .Route 509 from PLEIKU to New PLEI DJERENG,

27
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(b) Route 19 Wost from PLEIKU to DUC CO. 3%

(o) Route 1iB,

(2) The fcllowing procedures were used in traffic movement
and control:

(a) ALl wyraffic to include mingle vchicles, moving to
forward areas were cleared through DIO,.

(v) ‘The Division Movement Control Center (DIO) organized
conveys, coordinated for security during movement and establivhed movement
times, DIO representatives located in forward base areas coordinated con-~
voy movement from the forward area to base camp, Traffic control posts
were established on route entrances to the A0 to prevent unsuthorized and/
or unacheduled traffic from traveling on ithe MSi's,

(¢) Security and convoy centrol was provided utilizing
twe different methods based on availability of securlty forces.

1. Security for movement of convoys on the MSk's
was accomplished by securing the road, (armor units establishirg strong
points along the route) and/or physical escort of convoys by armor units,

2. Military Police were utilized for escorting
convoys where the road had been secured by strong points, The Military
Police menitored the security forces net and thus would have been able
to call for immediate assistancee.

{3) The DI0 section and Military Police had to be augmented
with vehicles and personnel to give these elements the capability to
effcct proper traffi¢ coordination, movement and control.

(4) During Operation SiM HOUSTON a reported 12,400 vehicles
traveled on Division MSR's to resupply forward areas and to effect move-.
meny; of units, '

e, Medical,

(1) Medical clearing in forward areas was provided Yy the
Ath Medical Battalion with the main clearing capability retained at
Dragon Mountain Base Camp, The clearing section in support of lst Brigade
elements consisted of 19 EM and three officers (2 MC, 1 M3C). The clear-
ing section in support of 2d Brigade consisted of 21 EM end three officers
(1 MC, 1 IC, 1 MSC)., Medical support included daily sick call, lab and
dental service and emergency care,

(2) Medical evacuation from the battle area to the clearing
station and from the clearing station toc DMBC or 18th Surgical Hospital

28
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at PLEIKU was exclusively by air ambulance, Helicopter ambulances were
stetioned in forward areas and back-up ambulance ships were located at PLEIKU,
The unit furnishing ambulance supp~-“ was the 498th Air Ambulance Company

o l\""annd ad IR THI

DU VA LT Py T ¥ ReUV Y

(3) A sumary of medical services rendered by the forward
clearing sections is given below:

(a) Total patients seen 3033

(b) Admitted to Forwaird Clearing Station 1734

(¢) Evacuated to 18th Surg.cal Hospital 608
(d) Evacuated to Base Clearing Station 1086
(e) Returned to duty 40
{f) Total out patient (sick call) 1299

£ Problem Areas.

(1) Tank M4BA3: The high deadline rate persisted throughout
Operation St HOUSTON, The most fregquent mechanical failures occurred in
tank power trains and suspension systoms, Primary faults in power trains
were caused by engine and transmission failures attributable to the: high
milenge, This problem pointed up the need for an accelerated program to
replace tanks with over 5000 miles, The prime cause for suspension com-
ponent faults was mine damage,

(2) Heavy Duty Chain Saws: Chain Saws currently authorized
for tactical units are inadequate for cutting thick hardwood trees in the AQ,
which at tines exceed five feet in diameter. As a result, axcessive delays
were encountered in preparing LZ's for extraction of casualties. A request
for issue of & heavy duty, two-man power saw, has been submitted on the basis
of two per infantry battalion and two per combzt engineer company,

{3} Radio AN/EIC 25: TOE authorizations for the AN/PRC 25
radic are inadequate, because of the limited range asnd reliability of the
AN/PRC 6 and the nced to equip long range patrols with the AN/FRC 25, This
problem was partislly alleviated when USARV approved an imsue of 75 against
8 special request for 324 edditional AN/PRC 25 radios, The AN/PRC 25 radio
has proven to beé a highly reliable radio., Jonsideration should be given
for issue of this radic for use within platoous,

- (4) Helicopter Ambulances: Extraction of casualties continued
to be a problem during Operation SiM HOUSTON, The problem is that of ex-
tracting persormel from the jungle containing thick undergrowth and trees
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ranging in height up to 200 feet. CH-47 Hellcopters are being used where the
UH=-1D Helicopter is not capable of hovering above the jungle canopy. 4ction
taken to alleviate this problem was the submission of an equipment improve-
ment recommendation on the UH-1D winch system and an endeavor by I Field
Force, VIETNAM to assign incoming UH~1D aircraft equipped with more poweriul
"Dash 13" Engines to the highlands,

g+ Communications,

(3) The 1l24th Signal Battalion at the start of the operation
provided -the division with normal communication support, and continued this
support throughout Operation SAM HOUSTON until its termination,

(2) On 19 February, the Divis. 1 Signal Office in support of
the operation installed and operated a systems control (SYS CON) at the
Division TAC CP. An AN/MRC-69 VHF radio system, MTC-7 switchboard, MGC~17
message center and an AN/GRC-A6 radio teletype were all oporated at 3T to
support the TAC CP, The VHF radio system provided six hot line, four common-
user and two teletype circuits between the division base cemp and the T.C CP,
Lateral trunk lines were layed, interconnecting Division TAC (Famous WD), 1st
Brigade FWD (Formal), and 24 Brigade FWD (Fortify) switchboards providing
alternate routing capability to the base camp. The MGC-17 was used for
terminating a teletype circuit from Famous communications center. The
AN/GRC-46 operated in the Division Command Net #3 (4M) Radio Teletype, The
above systems closed lown operatiqns on 28 March and returned to base camp,

(3) . During the operation the signsl battalion provided equip~
ment and personnel to establish a multi=channel VHF system from division
headquarters to lst Battalion, 69th Armor and the same service to lst
Squadron, lOth Cavalry. This service was in addition to the normal radio
service provided,

(L) Problem arces experienced during the operation were
extreme dust end high temperatures which created persistent maintenance and
overheating problems, Although the use of overhcad cover and sandbags helped
to reduce the heat inside of the signal vans, the installation of air con-
ditioning would eliminate most problems caused by overheating.

h, Personnel,

{1} The follewing veplacements wore received during Operation
SAM HOUSTON,

E9 E8 E .E6 E; E EA JOTAL
Jan 1 L 1 37 36 42 270 1,01
Fab 0 3 7 37 &7 107 796 T 997
Mar 0 2 3 39 38 59 803 oht,
-5 4pr Q o 0 1 0 .é% 62
1 g A L 1A A2 1926 2404
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(2) Replacement priorty units established during the cperation

wareg
UNIT APPROX PFRIOD OF PRIORITY
1et Bn, 69th Armor 1 Jan - 15 Feb
2d Bn, 8th Inf 15 Jan - 28 Feb
1st Bn, 12th Inf 1l Mar - 7 Mar

3d Bn, 12th Inf
1st Bn, 8th Inf

(%) SPECIAL FQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES:
& Scout Dog operations,.

1 May - 19 Mar
1 Mar =~ 26 Mar
19 Mar ~ 26 Mar

(1) During Operation SAM HOUSTON, the division was supported
by one infantry platoon (scout dog)e Scout dog teams were oomitted on 209
separate occasiona in support of the opcration.

(2) The effectiveness of the scout dog tesms was impaired by
the heat and dry weather condition, which quickly tired. the dogs. The
capability of the dogs was further restricted by the heavy Jjungle found in
the SAM HOUSTON AO, -

(3) The scout dog teams were more effectively employed than in
p:-evious oporations, primarily because of commander's increased experience
with scout dog capabilities.’

{4) A recapitulation of alerts/actions of scout dog teams

follows:
DATE ACTION
7 Jan Found tunnel system in a village.
17 Jan Found a cave and two enemy huts, -
22 Jan Found a tunnel.
3 Feb Aerted company to an abondoned enemy battalion size base camp.
16 Feb Alerted to three enemy sripers hiding in trees; Results were
three NVA KIA, Tog then alerted to a platoon size enemy force,
17 Feb Merted to cneny sniper in tree; Sniper escaped when fired
: UPOTis
3 May Alerted +o eneny presenos 100 meters to the front. Company
moved forward and Ikilled aix NVA, who were in a rest area.
10 Mar Alertad to the right.flani of a potrol, A squad checked out

the alert and found & but 100 meter. distance., Hut contained
nine CHICMM light machine gons, une US Cak o3C light machine
gun, one US Cal .50 machine gun, three auil ~giveraft gune, two
field phomes aud 50 boxea of ammunition.
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b. Tracker Team operations:

T mame VY Moaiale = ek Mn e alomay mn— adede o & - &I-le

riavil .L) - &f TIALGEE O wlﬂ)ﬂ\l 44'aACGnCl 4 GB avyvacr Ed W bl
division, The team, comnsisting of 10 perscnnel and supported by two Lab-
rador dogs, was specially trained in fieldcraft and reading the signe of the
trail, It was employed to locate ememy personnel, equipment and bodies,
The team is credited with finding five buried NVA bodies, several-bunker
complexes and miscellanecus equipment., The team was not with the division
long enough to evaluate its capability or potential,

ce Man-packed Pogition Locator:

A man~packed position locator was evaluated, The locator oper-
ated on the principle of a pedometer correlated with a compass. The locator
corrected itself when deviations from an established forward direction of
travel were made, i.e., when the wearer moved in the direction of travel set
on the machine, each step was added; when he moved in the opposite of the
direction set on the machine, each step was subtracted; tangent movements
were added or subtracted in proportion to relative forward movement, Instruc-
tion of machine operators and supervision of evaluation was accomplished by a
technician from the Limited War Laboratory, Aberdéen Proving Grounds, Maryland.
The device was considered unsatisfactory inasmuch as both tested instruments
failed to function after a few days operation,

d. XMl48, 40mb grenade launcher:

The XM148, 4Omm grenade launcher was field evaluated during
Operation SAM HOUSTON, All combat battalions received TOE allocations of the.
weapon, Although evaluation had not been completed by the end of the oper-
ation, two known deficlencies of Ye weapons system were the difficulty in
loeding under combat condition &.. fragile sight assembly,

e, XM576, 4Omm Multi-Shot Projectile’

This projectile was -evaluated and found to be very satisfactory,
It was reported that the projectile has sufficient velocity to penstrate’the
Jungle foliage to ranges up to 50 meteors. The pattern of the projectile was
found to be about three fect .at ten meters range, The projectile is recom-
mended as a standard Class 'V munition, ’

fe Man-Pack Personnel Detector:

The man-packed personnel detector (MPD) was evaluated and found
to be effective under ideal conditions, It was found that it would detect
small groups of Montagnards at distances of up to 200 meters; however, there
must be at least a 4-5 knot wind and the MFD must alwsys work into the wind.
Tt was found that airborne employment (helicopter-mounted) was effective,

The major problem with the detector was that of maintaining-it in operatiocnal
conaition- for this reason, predmixlary evaluation indicated that the device

-...-.-nl-u-ﬂ'l-r- andSafaata Abtn N - J‘lmn nande d
“8 WATEINGe1y SOvABLaSLOYY in its current cond AT ACN.
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g Tracte Metal Detection Kitae:

Fifteon trace metal detection kits were employed in operations
to detect suspected V0, As a nesult of the employment of these trace metal
detection kits, 62 VC werc identified. The kit was found to be relstively
maintenance free, Operator training pcses no problemns,

he CAR~15 Sub-Machine Gun:

The compact, easy to earry CAR-15 Sub-Machine Gun has proved
very desirable for use by leadsrs in the jungle because of the freedom of
movement 1t provides them, The 30 round magezine had proven effective for
use on initial contact and 20 round magazines can be used thereafter.. Recondo
patrols have also found the weapon easier to handle in the junglae.

i. Light Marker, Distress:

- This device has proven very effective for marking friendly
positions for the conduct of air atrikes in dense jungles and for marking
landing zones for medical evacuation during the hours of darkness.

J. White Phosphorus grenades: Units have becn very successful in
using white phosphorus grenadees to mark positions under thick jungle canopy
during daylight, The hot smoke rises and pierces the canopy; colored smoke
does not,

ke "AN/MRC-34A%: To gain a smaller VHF equipment configuration
that could be casily helilifted into hard to reach locations in support of
rapid reaction forcss, the signal battalion fabricated an “Wil/MRC~343",
This was accomplished by dividing an AN/MRC~69 in half and mounting each
half on a 3/4 ton truck and trailer,

1, No~Doz missions. No-Doz night tape loudspesker missions, fiown
by Air Force C-47 aircraft, were initiated half-woy through Operation SAM
HOUSTON, The missions flown almost nightly over areas of known enemy troop
cencentrations were a part of the overall H&Y program. The loudspeakers
broadcast music, messages to surrender and simulated battle noises Lo the
enemy, Initially the missions met with grownd to air Lire. Adr sbiikes and
artillery fires were placed on the locutions from which ground to air fira
was recelived and subcegquent missions went unhampered. GComplete information
on the effectivencss of the missions is not availabig,but initizi reaction
appears to indicate the mission: were effective,

m. Floating shingies. Psyops leafists were affixed to numerous
blocks of wood, waterprocfed and floated down several nearuy rivers in an
effort to reach areas uwnder VC control, Kach leaflet stated in VIRTMAMESE
“For Peace and Prosperity, Support the Govermment of VIETM/M", The leaflet
went further tc instruct the finder to take the leaflst to the nearest FWMAF
and colliect a five plaster reward, No leaflets have beon turmed in as yet.
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n. OSoil stabilization. Peneprime proved to be very effective in
soll stabilization and reduced the dust problem on roads and helicopter pads.
Peneprime is most effective when applied on a jaterite cap and aflsr ths area :
has been sprinkled with water, Spreading of peneprime was eccomplished by
one asphalt distributor from a general suppcrt cngineer tattalion and by
homemade "Jury rigs" available in many units. The gravity feed homemade

unit is slow and inefficient but workabls.

Gl cd

o. Use of dogers, D-A4 dozers were helilifted into landing zones
and forward fire support bases to clear away brush and small trees, The
dozer's effectiveness was limited in clearing heavier jungle type vegetation,
This deficiency was partially overcome by employing the dozers in pairs. To
g prepare for the helilift each dozer was rigged as two loads; the dozers,
less blades, were lif.ed by CH-54 Crane; and the blades were llfted by
CH~47 Chinooks.

N

CONEIDENT IAL




it SR

v e R

P T 3

PRI e A RS ) R

37

CONFIDENTIAL
AVDDH-GC 16 May 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32) .

15. (€) LESSONS LEARNED AND RECOMENDATIONS |

a, Lessons Learned.
(1). Opérations

Search Tochniques And Security Of Movement

Itom: Search techniques and security of movemenﬁ.

Diseussion: The most difficult tactical problem found in fighting the NVA

in large areas of difficult terrain is %inding the enemy", That is, finding
him without having tactical units shot up and pinned down by automatic weapons
and snipers (also armed with sutomatic weaponsg at close range, Our ‘tremen—
dous advantage in firepower permits us to accept combat on hie terms if we
observe a few basic fundamentale which minimize or preclude conditions where
our supporting’fires cannot be effectively utilized,

Observation: A tactical unit {company or platoon) moving over difficult,
Jungle covered terrain must have security claments covering the main body

.. (front, flanks, and rear} st a distance from the main body comrensurate

with control. Not less than 100 meters is desirable if feasible, When
entering .aroes. where cbservation is greater than 50 meters, this digtance
should be increaged proportionately. When moving over trails, point elements
should precede the main body by not less than 200 meters, Normally a fire °
team should be designated as.the point element for a rifle platoon or company.
However, two men shou.Ld precede the remainder of the point element by not less
than 50 meters,

' Movement by bounds 1s the most effuctive and securs method of mowing
over and searching difficuit terrain. A rifls company or platoon cstablishes
a hasty perimeter, then sends out firé team or squad size patrols in all
directions to-a distance of from 300 to 1,000 meters. Scveral different
search patterns, can be used including the cloverleaf, - starburst and zig-zag.
Flan aust also provide for an adequate reactlon force and must include pro-
vision for rapid regssembly of tho command, After searching the initial
area, the unit moves, still sccured, to amothsr location on its exds of
advence and repeats the oporation, The distance which patrols search from
the unit base will dopend on the time element, terrain, and the mission,

Hutuald_ Suppo rt. .

Item: Mutual support between units in search gnd destroy operatious is
synonymus with reaction time,

Digcuselo H In the difficult terrain mrth of the SE SiN River and west of

- the, NAM SATHAY Riverymutual suprort was frequently provided by keeping
" infantry companies within from one to threc hours (cross—country movement
-_time)pr each other, This technique was used for several reasons:
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AVDDH=GC 16 May 1967
SUBJECT: Eombat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3=32) o

8, The enemy was known to bu in the area in considerably greater
strength (nmumerically) than we had available,

be The enemy had the capability of movmg large forces (several
regiments) from his sanctuary into our area of operation within a matter
of hours.

Lo~ o - Lea
1

. - e, A PR | PO R R U SR, AUy T | ~
Ce The ensmy v} sIve .uwu.l.llguuuu of our svrength and movemontc,

(8]

d. The terrain was extfemely difficult and_ overland movement slow,

e« Few landing zones were available and reinforcement by air was
frequently impossible,

f. NVA tactics were predictable. In almost every instence of mal'r
contact, the NVA attempted to ambush, surround, and destroy & platoon or a
company size force with an NVA unit of battalion size or larger,

g« Predictable engagements with an enemy on his terms require a
preporderance of firepower plus the capability to reinforece within a
.reasonable period of time if we are to be.successful undef such circumstances.
. In areas where the terrain is more open and LZs are available or can -
‘b8 readily constructed, reaction time is relsted to alrmobility rather than
ground mobility, However, the same results ere achieved, _The requirement
is to rapidly support or reinforce small units which gain’ heavy contact with
the enemy. This reactior capability must be related to the encmy and the
size of the units involved, For exrmple, if a battalion is searching with
platoon size units in an area where contact with enemy battalion size units
is expected, recaction tims must be redmced, If the searching units are of
_ company size, reaction time may be greater than that required ‘for a platoon,

Observation: In search operations against major {regiment ra.nd larger) NVA
forces, the ability to support (reinforce) a rifie unit (company or platoon)
with a like or larger unit is mandatory. Reaction time is 2 vital factor.
Two rifle companies conducting search and destroy operations within mutual
stpport distance may each be 'considersd a meaction force, In terrain where
rasetion by air is feasible, the reaction force may be seperate from the
search and c¢lear force by twenty or more miles - time, not distance, is the
criterion.

Patrol Pattern
Ttem: Varying patrol patterns.

Discussion: The enemy is award that: our patrols never return by the same
route, This allows him to move into an area after & patrel has peesed with-
out fear of detection, Moreover, he often utilizes patrols of three to five
men to trail US units. Patrolling back and forth in zig-zeg patterzs, cover-
ing a specinc area and then circling back, has proven effect:wa. The clover
leaf pattern is also good and provides good security.
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SUBJECT: Combat Oporationsa After Action Report (RCS:. MACY J3-32)

Observation: Vary pdatrol patterns and routes so as to occasionally re-gearch
an area, This could result in the elimination of trailing parties or estab-

LR

dABILNE GOI'IEB.CE& with inxu.t.raneu mu.t.s. :

Mark cations
Ttem: Morlkins the location of f“ie"ﬂi:"mu."“'-

Discusgion: The heavy jungle of the Central Highlands makes loeting friendly
units from the air very difficult, Recent experience has shown that hand

held flares and smoke grenades often fail to pentrate up through the overhead
CANnopY.

Observation: The use of star clusters:fired from M79 grenade launchers and
strobe lights have proven the most successful methods of accurately identify-
ing the 'Location and limits of the parimocter of friendly units under the
Jungle canopy.

- Landing Zones
Item: Securing La.nding Zones,

Discussion:, In arc.as whoere LZs are limited, it must be assumed that all

are hot and mined. The NVA hae made a concertud effort to keep all potential

LZs under observation by small recon wlements and has in some mstances
implaced command detonated mines in the LZ as anti-helicopter devices.

Observation: When time permits, the best method of securing = LZ is to move
a rifle company overland to accomplish the task. The company should secure
the LZ by cstablishing outpost or sirong points wéll out from the LZ {200-
500 metors). Timing is important, the ‘femainder of the force to move into

a secured LZ should initlate movement as soon as the LZ is declared secure,
The NVA is aware of our technique of securing LZs for a:irmobilé; movenent” and
may react prior to reinforcement of the securing unit if given'zdequate time.
A second method of securing a LZ without air assault, is the usg of a smalk
reconnaissance patrol, The patrol is landed several thousand meters from
the proposed LZ. It moves overland to arrive at the LZ a few hours before
the {irst assualt elemants are scheduled to arrive, The erea around the L2
is carefully reconno:.tered to a distsnce of about 500 meters from the LZ,

If no enemy are in the area, the patrol mombers station themsclves 200-300
meters from the LZ oa the approach and departure routes for the 1ift aircra.ft
The assault units move in rapidly without preparation of the LZ If the
patrol sights significant cnemy troops in the areas, they withdraw, the 1Z is
prepared by artiitery air strikes and rifle troops assault the LZ,

Battation Fire ﬁgses

Item: Excessive impedimenta.at battsli «a fire bases.

L ST ER P V. X W L L Qg [ Sy 24 @ADL
Liscu3sglons .Ln QLLILICULT jung,u: COVarald UUITddsi,; 1V ITOQUIlILILY  LOCULED
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AVDDH-GC ) 16 May 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MiCV J3-32)

2
necessary to occupy battalion fire bases for excessive periods (more than
one week), The longer a unit remains in a base, the greater the tendency
4o got comfortable. Artillery and mortar ammunition on hand increases,
excessive rations may be stocked, cooking units appear, various items of
supply are readily available, extra radio vehicles are frequently airlifted
into tho base, and even administrative personnel with typewrliters may appear.
There are three good rcasons which demand that impediments in fire bases be
limited to essential requirements, First, we increase demends on limited
airlift resources; second, we creoate an unnecessarily profitable target for
eneny mortar sttacks; and third, when the tacical situation requires an
immediate move, we are tao heavy to respond with the necessary degree of

Obgervation: It is essential that unnecessary impediments be eliminated
from battalion fire bases, This can be effectively accomplished by establish-
ing specific limits on the nunber of CH-47 and UH-1D scrties allocated for
the movement of an infantry battalion and its supporting artillery battery.
Although the number of UH~1D sorties required will wary with the strength of
the rifle companies, the number of CH-47 sorties may be fixed for all units,
For example, 17 sorties will move an artillery battery (105) with two radio
vehicles and 1,400 rounds of anmunition. One radio vehicle and 1,200 rounds
of ammunition is normally adequate., When a unit is evacuating & fire bade
it should pian to reduce its artillery ammunition and other supplies should
be simlilarly reduced. The infantry battalion!s requirements can be easily
deterrined but must always take into consideration the woathey terrain, and
cneny capabilities, .

Security

Item: Swosps around defense perimoters.,

Discussion: The NVA effectively observes our fire bases, both by ground
reconnaissance and.by observation of helicoptér flight patterns. Other
enemy observation includes the direction of movement from the fire bases

and frequéntly movement along trails and other axis, Therefore, it is .
necessary to dally sweep the arca around fire bases, When units move out

of a fire hase, they should never depart in the direction they intend to
follow, For example, a company going on a search operatien to the north
should leave the fire base to the south, east, or west and circle north when
some distance from the firc hase, The same prineiple applies to the rifle
company on & search and destroy mission away from the battalion fire base,

Observation: Fire Support Bases should sweep their perimeters out to a
distonce of 1,000 met.crs, using varying patrol routes and times, to detect
any possible build up of encmy forces in the vicinity. Companies in night .
" locations in the jungle should sweep their perimeters at first light out
t¢ a minimum distanca-o‘kzoo méters to check for enemy infiltration during
the night, S . o .
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations Aftcr Action Report (RCS: MiCV J3~32)

Londing Arcas 4t Fire Support Bases

Y2

Helicopter landing sreas at fire support

-
[4d
[E

Discussion: When salectmg landing zones at fire support bases, primary
consideration should be given to the approaches and touch-down point for
helicopters. Tents and other equipment should not.be placed in the approach
or take-off paths, The touch~down point should be well up wind from the
lowest barrier aml in an arca as frec from dust and debris gs possible., In
addition there should bo no burning fires in the vicinity of the landing
zones that would be affuocted by the rotor wash from the helicopter. -

Obsegrvation: The approaches, .touck~down peint® and take-off paths of

landing zones at fire support bases should ba as free as possible of any
obstructions, cquipment, dust and debrim., Any fires in the vicinity of
landing zones should be extinguished by obvering with dirt befofu a helicopter
approaches to avoid scattéring of flames a.nd -aparks.

Night Observation Device/Ground Survell.‘.a.nca Pwdar

item- Employment of night observation davice (s‘(m-.hgh seope) ead ,groim:l
surveillance radar,

Diecuesidn:z - The starlight scope enablas the obzerver o qulekly spot =
target, but does not provide accurate distance or direction measurement,
The short and medium range ground surveillance radar sets give accurate
direction and distance to a target, but are tiring to coperate,

Observation: Operation of the starlight scope and radar togsther pormits
quick discovery and range sensing of a target. The terget iv spobicd. with

the starlight scope, then the radar has cnly to seerch a narrow area to
find it and give quick, accurate determination of distanve or dirvectior.

Fire §ug_gggt And Mariiauverj

Items Goordinatioim of fire sixpport and maneuver; .

Discussion: It is reemphasizud that immediate application of firepowor,

when sigxuficzmt .contact 1s. estg.blished, is the decigive factor. When contact
is established with the eneny, the commander's immedistc chphssis omust bs on
methods of maximizing effective use:of gll supporting fires available,

rather than initially attempting sophisvicated fire and maneuver petterns.
Tacticel maneuver immediately after contact, frequently results in small
units being scparated ond pinned down. * Sinde. enemy enipers concentrate

on radio operatora and leaders, communications may be lost between tactical
elemen:ts and thua the application of firepower is restr:.cted or even ’

vrohibited,

Observat.iom .When firm contact is establishcd with WVA forcea i’ dehse

J!nns.l.w tﬁrr-ﬂi‘-, nuprbri-ir\n Nrag tmat - 'hrmnd"in”telv.r he- amnln**ed aﬂmat
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I
known and suspected enemy positions., After intemsive artillury, mortar ¥y
and air otrikes, tactical elements wgneuver to determine; the externt
of the area occupied by thce enemy position/force, effect of supporting
fires, additional support required to prevent his withdrawal from the
battlefield, =and to destroy tha remainder of the enemy force,

Ground Orientation And Firepower

Item: Ground orientation ond the application of firepower,

Discussion: 1In areas of dense jangle vegotation, exact orientation.on the
ground is freguently difficult evon for the most experienced parsonnel.
Undor such circumstances, when contact is made, thers may be an unaccert—~
able time delay before supporting fires can be brought to bear on the enemy,
To prevent such occurrences when s tactical unit is moving through the
Jungle, periodically sn artillery round should be registered along the
wnit's axis of movement.  In order that the enemy may not follow such
mcvement by observing the fires, it is necessary to place a few HiI rounds
throughout: the area, With this procecdure, when contact is made,artillery
fire can be repidly walked into the chemy position utilizing the last obsvrved
or heard registration round.

@servation: Immediate application of firepower, when contact is established,
is the decisive factor. Nothlfg cen be left ¢o chance, Ground orientation
and artillery registraticn are prereguisites to the prompt applicstion of
firepower, Therefore, orienta’ion should be insured by perlodic and
Judicious registration of artillery..

. Heavy &rtillery PFires

Item: 175wm dofensive fires,

Diacuésicn* 17%mn defensive concentrations less than 500 meters from the
Tilunks of a POS ition have proven successful, It is dmperative that the unit
have adequate overhcad protection and that detailed coordination be effected v
with the firing widt to insuve that the gub~-targoet line does not intersect
any portion of ocecupied positions.

Obsnrvetiu _l " 175mm deicnqive flres should be includ\,d in defwnsive v..oncen‘t;i'a-

the gunmturget 11ne. Fires w:Lth:m 19% than 5()0 mc,ters From the flank ot‘ a
position are feasible in an emer gencye

_ hir Strikes

Ttem: ﬁnplommt of pre-plenned air strikes.

Disocussion: On occasions aircraft have had to bes turned back from a pre-
planned strike zone, This occurred when friendly units moved :mto the target
areas snd secondary target areas woere not designated.

Ohservations Suitable secondary tergets nust be pla.rmed.uhead of time and
the FAC briefed in case primary targets cannot be struck,
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SUBJECT: Combnbt Operations Affer Action Repert (RCS: MACY J3-32)

Regondo Fatrols
Item: Employment of Pecordo Petrole.

Digcugsion: During Operation SAE HOUSION, an everage of seven reconds
potrole per day were employed in the diviaion A0, Their invaluable infor-
mation Zncluded: nonitoring enemy muvement along trails, the location of
enemy way statlons and defensive yositions, ambushing NVA patrols, locating
possible landihg zones, reconnalssance of B~52 strike areas, and vurifying
the absence of enemy activity,

Observation: ' The continued use »f recondo patrols is cssential in gaining
2 comprehensive intelligence picture of enemy forces operating within the
divisicn AC, The use of recondo patrols for tasks nuch as observing potential
landiug zones and the reconnaissance of B--52 atrike arcas permitse economy of
force and frees tactical units for other misailons.

Indivii._sY Soldierfs Load
Ttem: Reduction of the individual soldier!s load,

Discussion: It is nos uncomwn to ses a #1{le company moving out on an
operation with soldiers carrying srom 40 to 80 pounds., Hot only do they
carry the essentisls but things “mice to have", Every step in jungle war-
f.re is dangercus and a man's survival fre.quon‘oly depende on his abllity to
react rapidly., BEversy pound that a man carries reduces that abili ty to react
to some degree anu proportionally increases the exertion of Lhe individual.
to varry the load., Therefore, commanders must carefully congider each item
carried and stipulate cach individealls load in light 6f the wnitls mission,
the duration of the vpuratinn, means of resupply, feasibility of resupply,
availablXity of water, the climate, termin, and all other releva.nt factors,

Observation: The :md:widual soliierts load mus? be tallored to the opecration
and limitod to the essentials, | It should include individual. weapons (and/or
crew sarved weaoon) ’ amnumtlon, water, foord, extra socks, poncho (with liner
if nppropriate), mosguito repellant, hezd net,, vazgor and toothbrush., These
are the essentlale hovwever, the essentinls can be reducsd by the use of
halazona tablets and loca) wacer, jungle rations in lieu of ™C" rations,
helicopter drop of resupply and simply by the use of imagination and judgement
on the part of cormanders,

Casualty Eracuation US ~ NVA

Item: The evacuation of casazlties, °

Discugsion: &a. The NVA, either for religious or moyale reasong, places
grpat. emphasis on retricving all casualties and bodies from.the battlefield,
Practizaliy every soldier cariies a short rops with a ook on one end for.
the specifiec purroee »f dragging bodies from the babitlelield., I b3 can't
evacuate his seriouely wounded, it is believed that he nay kill them rather

than have such perso: mei captured,
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b. We have great capability for the evacuation of casualties. In
most Instances, cur casualtics are undur a doctor?s caro in a matter of
minutes. Ilowover, there arc times when evacuaticon becomas a serious problem

and must be approached with good judgemént,

¢e Paragraphs a and b above, present, at times, conflicting require-
ments. For example, if contact has been established and extends intg the
night. It may be agsumed that our supporting fires have inflicted censider-
able aasuelties on the enemy. As long as our fires are continued, he cannot
effectively evacuate the battlefield and will suffer additional casualties
in his attempt, We, on the other hand, will have also sustained casualties.

We camnot evecuste 1em, at times, without lifting our artillery fire or at
least shifting it from part of the battlefield, This of course, alsc permits

the enemy to evacuate casuslties, In addition, it is an oxtremely- hazardous
operation for a helicopter to land or hover over an area in the jungle with
the enemy near. :

Chse-vation: Only emergency cases, seriously wounded, should be evacuated
from the Jungle at night. Artillery fires may be briefly shifted for this
purpcse but the commander shoald usé automatic weapons and M~791s to cover
the battlefield,

(2) Intelligence

MVA Reconnaissance Of US Unit Movements

Item: NVA reconnaissance of US unit movements,

Discueséon: Early in SAM HOUSTON, it became apparent that the KVA were
using some new and rather skillful procedures in ground cbservation to

keep track of the movement of US units. In.general, it was noted that he
used at least thrae methods, elther individuaily or collectively., The -
first method invelved the stationing of small recon parties of four or five
men along key trails, ridge lines, streams, and other avenue £ sprroach.
When a US unit was observed, one or two members of the recon party woild
report back to their parent wnit to alert it to the approach of US forces,
The remaining two or threc men would act as snipers to harass and delay the
US unit, thus providing additional time for the deployment of the NVA unit.
As the US unit moved on, cther reconnai ssance parties would report in and
harass the movement, Such reconnaissance partiss were habituslly employed
acer a brail junction or £irk sd that word could be sant to the parent NVA
wnit aé to the Jdirection taken by the US unit. By.this neang,if the US unit
took a different route, the NVA unit dould shift to alternate positions,

A second method involved trailing US units wigh two or three men at a dis-
tance of 1,000 to 1;500 meters and veporting the direction of movement by |
rurmer or radio. A third method was *o use reecnnaissance parties of 10~15
men moving parallel to the US unit and keeping track of its movement by dis—
patching cne or two men to observe the movement from the flank anu report,
This type reconnaissance party normally reported ir“ormation to its parent
unit by radic.
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SUBJECT: Combat Operutiuns After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32)

Observation: All US units moving on S&D opcrations must assume that their
movements are being monitored by NVA reconnaissance elements. Hence, it

3o assentdinl tlhot 21V _soaiiad comgamdden ha sveay ”
is essential that all-arcund security be providad well to the front, flanks

and the rerr, Based on the first NVA method noted sbove, whenever a US
unit encounters two or three individuel snipers, it should adjust its
formation, proceed with caution, and teke other nuccssary precautions since
the posaibilities of eprly contact are very geod. To eliminate elements
trailing US formations, it is nc:essary to drop off a fire team to stay
behind in an ambush position until the US unit has advanced 2z-3,000 meters
beyond, To guard against flankdig NVi reconnaissance parties, it is neces—
sary to have some flank sccurity fairly cleose to the moving units to pick
up enenmy observers and to utilize larger ruconnaissance parties deployed
to the flarks at a considerable distance--one to three thousand mecters,
Another method is to have a unit of comparable size moving porallel and
slightly behind the primary formation, '

Eneny_Tactics
Item: Enemy units hugging friendly fire support bases.

Digcussion: All majjor enemy g:ontacts'west of the NAM SATHAY River during
Overction SiM-HOUSTON were made within 3,000 meters of a friendly fire
support base. It is ressonable to assume that the enemy &s aware of the
3,000 meter minimum safety limit from friendly troops for the placement
of B-52 strikes, Thus the cnemy stays within 3,000 metvers of a fire support
base when he is east of the CAMBODIAN Border tn avoid the effects of these
strikes, :

r)

Observation: The employment of artillery H&I fires in the arca cut to
3,000 meters from the fire support base help reduce the degree of safety

.provided the enemy by the enemy's "hugging tactics",

Buomy Snipers

Item: Enemy use of snivers.

Discugsion: The enenmy!s tactics call for the extensive use of snipers,
On contact, friendly units have been subjected to intensivz and accurate
aniper fire from trees, This fire is concentrated on leadsrs anc radio
telephone operators, Automatic weapons fired from tress in the jungle
arc highly effective against unprotected perscnnel and must be rapidly
located and destroyed.

bservetion: If distance permits, artillery using VT fuse is very effective’
ageinst spipers in trees, However, in many instances the use of artillery
is not practicsl, and tactical units must rely on the M-16 rifle and M-79
grenade launcher. These weapons are effective, and the saturation of
surrcunding trees with their fire will allaviate if not eliminate euemy fire
from the trees. The enemy will replace snipers shot from trees so neutraliz-

J S U A SV SR 4 S XPE N T :
aticn is & continuing process. Cortain persoriiel {gond marksmen) ghould he
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SUBJECT: Combat Operatiohs After Action Report (RGS: “MACY J3-32} ,1 ¥

designated to continuwously observe for enemy located in trees, Radio teles
phone operators.should- camouflage their radids and once under fire should
immodintely find good nmterfivp caver for himself and the radio.

‘  CONFIDENTIAL
%
z

Enemy Fire Support

Item: Enemy employment of indirect fire support weapons,

R M P B S

Discussion:  During Operation SAM HOUSTON, the enemy normally employed
his indirect fire weapons in 'a haras "ng role against fire support bades
and forward command posts, rather than as fire support for a ground attack
as he had proviously. Mortars were employed, however, against friendly
elements when contact was made on search and dcatroy mlssions away from
the fire eupport bases,

Observations: Units occupying fire support bases must be dug~in and have
overhead cover, Communitations vehicles and artillery ammunition should = |
likewise be protected by overhead cover., Units qperating away from the

, fire support bases should stop not later then 1600 hours to peérmit ail

i personnel to prepare defensive positions with overhead cover if practical,

(3} logistics

chrd Suppg' ri_Arcas
Item: Forward Support Areas,

Discussion: Forwa.rd Support Areas (FSA'B) operated by the Logistical
Coumand in support of forward brigades should not becoms heavy and extensive,
When they do, they become prime mortar targets and are alsc difficult to
move at the termination of an operation, The stockage level cannot be. based
soleky on a fixed number of days of supply, but must be responsive to the .
needs oI the tactical commander, In one instance during S&M HOUSTON,
repeated requests were made to the local logistiecs commander to begin phasing
down hls stockage levels because of the impending redeployment of tactical
forces away from the area, but despite these requests he was required to
maintain a three day level. Consequsutly, when the tactical units moved.
out, they had to leave behind tactical iroops to secure the arca for A peric*
of several. days while the excess supplies were back=hanled away.

Obscrvation: The level of stockage must rest with the tacticel commandet,

not with the logistical cammander two headquarters removed, Stockage must
be phased down by atirition once & termination dale is established,

- Fgulpment For Casua]_.ty- Evacuation

Itep: Equipment required for the evacustion of casunltiss from the'jungle_. 3

Discuasion: Casua.lt.y eva.cuation from the type Jungle found west of the
Sk SAN River.3g a difficult and time consuming srocedure. --Frésent equipment

A e -

L,

CONFIDENTIAL

E | o R

L el towE




Vi AR Y PR T RS e e

TR e

TTTTERTT e TITET G I e B,

= 57T TeEertamam e oo

]
g

BT e

R TR

A T g

B g

B b

N1 AR Y

PR

N S T R Oy TR

Pr——
o Ehvm
e T A T e - s AT, - meanne . a,

¢7

RV

CONFIDENTIAL

LVDDH-GC 16 Muy 1967

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MAGV J3-32)

is mot adequate to perform the mission, LZs to sccamwodste dust~off ehipe
cannot be rapidly cut out of the dense jungle. The UH-1D helicopters

do not have the power in the light, hot sir over the jungle to hover the

‘Jength of time.required to extract & casualty by winch. The CH=47

Chinooks can do the job, but present a large target to enemy firea., The

Air Force Husky, the best helicopter for the mission, is not avallable.
Coupled with the problem of securing adequate 1ift capebhilitiy is the
problem of securing a capsule in which {0 place the wounded to pull theoy
up through the trees. Preaent equipment does not fully protect the casvwalty
from further injury when he is being extracted.

Observation: To overcome the difficulties encountered in extracting
casualties from the. triple canopy jungle two new items of equipment oy
improvement on current items are required,. On2 is . a helicopter thet
presents the smallest possible target to enemy ground flres and 1is

capsble of hovuring in this area for the period of ‘tims required Lo extract
a casualty. The second item of equipment is a capsuls in which a wounded
individual can be,placed that will protect him from further injuyry caused
by extraction through dense foliasge.

Mine Detectors
Ttem: Mobile, vehicular mounted mine detector.

Discussion: The enemy's extensive employment of mines on L1OCs in tke
division AD has resulted in simost dally mining incidents‘with & high

rate of equipment loss, The mine detectors.presently available reguire
that the operator be dismounted, The length of the routes in the 40, -

and the necessity for-élearing the routes daily result in either the routes
not, being thoroughly swept or convoys lats in arriving at their destinatlon;
too often after the hours of darkness,

Observation: A nead exists for mobile, vehicular mounted mine detectors
‘o accoumplish a more expeditious.and more therough sweep of the LLOCs in
the division AQ,

Chain Saws
T.em: Heavy duty chain saws,

Discussion: The majority of the diviuiont's area of cperation is covered
with thick virgin rain forests. The trees in the AC are primarily hard-
wood, grow to heights of 100 to 200 feel, and are up to six feet in
diameter. Clearing such timhar for the construction of landing zZoncs

and fire upport bases poses & basic problem. The chain saws presently .
aevaileble to infantry and engineer umits are too light to cut this timber.

-In fact, it is very difficuit to keep thes: saws operational. uemolitions

can and are usea to clear sieas in the Jungle, but the quantities required
make tihis an impractical solution to ths problem,
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AVDDH-GC 16 May 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32) <T

Cbservation: A heavy duty, two mon, chain saw is required to efficiently
cut the large hardwood trees.found in the division's area of operation,
This sas in sufficient quantities should be rade available to both
fnfaniry and engineer units,

Helilift Of Dozers
‘Ttem: DB dozers for clearing 12's and FSB's.

Discussion: hany man hours. are required to clear an adeguate 1Z or fire
base in Jungle covered terrain when only chain saws, axes and demolitions
are available for the task, The D-4B dozer can be 1lifted into areas in~
accessible by ground and accomplish or assist in accomplishing such missions
in a fraction of the time required to do the job without this equipment.

Obgervation: That airliftable dozers of the D-4B type be included in the
MICE of units operating in the jungles of the Central Highlands, Lift
aireraft must also be made availsble on a mission basis.

Recondo Patrol Equipment

I

tem: Special rad;Lo for recondo patrol operations.

Discussion: The AN/PRC-25 Radio is presently being used by the recondo
- patrols, but has proven only moderately satisfactory for this type of
operation, Problem areas include weight, transmitting range and line~of-
sight tranamission limitation. The recondo patrol of necessity must travel
with a minimm of equipment and the additional weight of the AN/PRC-25 is
considered excessive for their operationa. Normally a recondo patrol
operastes at extended distance from friendly stations and the short range
of the AN/PRC-25 often necessitates amerial relay. In addition, the in-
ability of the AN/PRC-25 to transmit over intervening hill masses is
disadvantageous, Even when a team is within range.of a friendly station,
an intermediate hill mass may meke communications impogsible.

Observation: A need exists for a light weight radic that ‘has the capabllity
of long range tranmission without limitation caused by jungle foliage on
hill masses,

Combat. Rations
Item: ‘Light Weight Combat Rations.
Discusgion: The weight apd bulk of the issued "C# ration makes it im—
practical for a company on S&D operations to carry a desircd three to
five days supply of rations., To supply the necessary rations in the
Jungle daily helicopter resupply missions are required, This discloses

the units position to the enemy, endangers the command, and precludes
the poseibility of gaining a degree of surprise.
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AVIDH-GC ' 16 May 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32)

QObservation:s A high dnergy, light woight ration is needed to reduce the
wiight the tronps must carry in the jungle and to decrease the frequency
of helicopter resupply missions, Currently available light weight,
cehydrated rations are nol satisfactory bocausc they require great amounts

of water, which is often not available, and arée time consuming to prepare,

40mm_Grenade Launcher

Item: XM148

Discussion: In heavy contact with enemy units, personnel armed with the
XM48 Grenade Launcher had difficulty loading, cocking, and firing the
grenade launcher, As a result, orniy the ML6 porticn of the weapon was used
and the unit lost much of the available fire power,

Observation: The M-%9 Grensde La icher is easler to load, cock and fire
than the XMIA8, Fersomnel armed with the M=79 have no difficult placing
a heavy wvolume of fire on the target when under pressure of enemy contact,
The M=79 is also lighter and less cumborsome than the XMI48.

Convoy Control
Item: Traffic Control on MSR's.
piséussion.: When road nets are limited, it is important that all tactical,
logistical and administrative convoys make their movement plans known to
the route's traffic manager, Scheduling priorities must be determined and
traffic control points established at areas of possible congestion. -
Observation: All units! early coordination with the traffic manager and
adherence to instructions from the TCP!s during convoy movements will
enable maximum and expeditious use of the divisiont!s MSRe,

(4) Other
PSYCPS

Itew: Proper altitude for speaker broadcasts.

Digcussiont Interrogation of CHIEU HOI and POWs plus observaticn by units
in the field have led to th: conclusion that beyond 1,000 = 1,500 feet,
depending upon atmospheric conditions, broadcast messages from U-~10
aircraft often become garbled beyond recognition,

Observation: Ground reception can be improved by either more powerful
equipment or by lowering the operational altitude, If possible, ground

observers should be used tn report the clarity of reception to the

aircvaft.
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SUBJECT: Combat Operatiens After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3-32)

Inter_-p' reters
Item: Tri-lingual interprotere,

Discussiont Operations in the Central gighlands involve the unique
problem of daily contact with both VIETNAMESE . and MONTAGNARL civilians,
Mast interpreters supporting US Forces are VIETNAMESE-English qualified,
but ecannct communicste with the MONTAGNARD tribes which make up the bulk
of the population in the Highlands, Some MONTAGNARDS speak VIETNAMESE
but this poses a duuble translation problem which is seldom satisfactory,

Observation: Tri-linguzl {English~VIETNAMESE-MONTAGNARD) interpreters
ere esgentlial for battlefield interrogation of VMC as well as to assist-
in operations, such as cordon and search of villages, When interpreter
capabilities are limited, vital information mey be lost simply because
the units cannot commicata with locel inhebitants, -

be Recomendations.

" (1) That a vehicular mounted mine detector be developed a.nd
issued at the earliest practicable date.

(2) That air transportable bulldozers be procured and made
avallable for the devz.lopment of forward fire bases inaccessible by road,

(3) That two man heavy duty chain saws be progured and issued
to both engineer and infantry units in VIETNAM,

(L) That e:qﬁedited action be taken to improve present capability
of evacuating casualties,

(5) That a small, light waight, AM radio with a planning
range of 60 ot 85 kilometers using voice transiission be procured and lssued
to units employing recondo patrols in their operations.

(6) That consideration be given to employing in the psycholog-
ical warfare effort screaming bombs for B-=52 strikes, whlstl:mg artillery
rounds, clandestine operations, such as use of agents to place posters in
enemy rear areas and safe hevens, and brlghtly colored balloons riding on
the winds.

(7) That tri-lingual (Bnglish-VIETNAMESE-MONTAGHARD)interpreters
be trained in sufficient numbers to provide adequate suprort to units
operating in the Central Highlands.

{8) That the "lessons learned® contained 1n this report be
made available to those indiwiduals and apgencies responsible for the
training of versonnel to be,ewpioyed in the Republic 'Of VIETNAM.
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AVDDH-GC ) 16 May 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACV J3~32)

16. (C) COMMANDER'S ANALYSIS:

Elements of the 4th Infantry Division have fought previously in
the area of the NAM SATHAY-SE SAN River vallays; however, it is important
for the rcader to fully understand the nature of the terrain,

It is an arca of almost continuous jungie with hardwood trees
of several varieties up to six or seven feet in diamster -and 200-250 feet
in height.  Where the sunlight can break through the overhead canopy, the
Jungle floor is covered with thick, dense undergrowth restricting obser-
vation to a few meters and making movement extremely difficult., The area
represents some of the most difficult jungle terrain in all of Southeast
Asia, It is intersected by valleys and mountains with elevaticns varying
from about 500 feet to nearly 6000 feet, prescnting additionsl diffieud-
ties to movement a.nd maneuver. Moreover, although there was practically
no rainfall during the period of the ovperztion, there were wide varlations
in temperature. On scveral odcasions, daylight temperatures exceeded
105° whereas nighttime temperatures sometimes dropped as low as 459,
Still further, the period of the operation was near the end of the dry
season, and there was very little water available, except in the valley
floors, which frequently necessitated that all personnel carry at least
a two-day supply of water with them, In the aggregate, it was an ayea
of difficult terrain covered with thick, dense jungle which had consxd—
¢rable effect upon the enemy's tactics as well as our own,

Another highly important point is that the NAM SATHAY-SE SN

~ arcas border on CiMBODIA. There is no doubt here that major NVi elements

of up to regimental and division size take advantage of the protective
sanctuary of C.tBODIA., They bivouac in areas close to the border and
take additional advantagc of the difficult mountain and jungle terrain
which affords them added conccalment and protection. The areg of

. operation is of little economic valus in that it -has practically no

human habitation, and the only road into it is one constructed to
support, a Lth Infantry Division Forward Fire Support Base, Accordingly,
there is little to be geined by the permanent stationing of Free World
kilitary Forces in the area except to engage the NVA when he sallies
forth in strength. The MV.i, on the other hand, livirs in the area
adjacent to the South VIETH/M~C/MBODLAN border, has the czpabllity to
gend large numbers of scouting parties into the area and to become
thoroughly familiar with every hill, va..lev, and trail. Hence, when

we engage the enemy in this area, he tends to have the indtial advantage
with respect to knowledge of the terrain. Moreover,, the ¢loser the
engogement.s apprcach the SVN-CAMBODIAN border, the greater- opportunity
he has to take advantage of its protective sanctuary. He can remain -
on the Cil:BODIAN side of the border in relative safety until such time
as an opportune situation rresents itself and then move rapldly for a
distance of five to six kilometers to engage our forces., His forces
can remain in South VIETNAL with the fall knowledge that whenever the
tide of battle turns against them, they can break contact and again
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After action Report (RUS: NACV J3-32)

seek thelr sanc' iary within C4:PODIA. It ie interesting tc note that of
the 11 major engagemenits of OPLRATICH SAM HOUSTON, nine of them ocourred

- within 50CQ motors of the CAMBODIAN border,

All reporte covering major contacte during ‘the operation were
reviewed by senior comranders and staff officers of the division and were
discuesed witit a broad sampling of the personnel wh participated in each
battle, The principal conclusions which were drawn are as follows:

a. The majority of casualties sustained during Sl HOUSTON
resulted from enemy mortar fire rather than small arms fire.

b, Ia several major encounters, a high percentage of our serious

- casualties were caused by omall arms fire. This is attribut\.g to -the fact

" that contact was so close that neither side could effectively utilize
supporting fires,

¢.  Basically, the tactics used by the enemy in Sil HOUSTON were
the same as in PAUL REVERE IV. However, there were significant ditfer-
ences:

(1) Dunng PAUL REVERE IV, moot rajor (battalion sizc) enemy
contacts were attacks on rifle pusitions (perimeters) and in one instance
an attack against a battallon firebase. It is significant to note that
these attacks usually occurred in the late afternoon or aft dark, 1In
most instances, ovr units were dug in or at lecast positions were partially
prepared. In conlrast, during SA HOUSTON the majoriiy of contacts were
made by -our rifle companies while conducting ‘searcl and destroy operations,
The enemy avoided ground atliacks against units in prepared positions,

(2) The second variation in enemy tactics is clésely related
to the first. During both operations the NVa made effective and frequent
use of mortar fire--mostly 82mm, During both operations wmorvar fires
were directed against our prepared positions.- Albelt, during PAUL REVEHE
IV, the énemy normally followed up the mortaring of our positions with a
ground assault.,, whereag during S.% HOURTON he only mortared the positions.
In faet, he increased significantly the use of mortar firc on units moving -
through the jungle without the _protection’ of prepared positions.

{3) . The third variation swployed by the BV duving SAM
HOUSTON was not o much a difference in tactics as a difference in the
degree of enphaais, During PiUL REVERE ., IL, III, and IV, the NVA used
snipers in trees to an increasing degree, frou-harassing to moderate.
However, during S.M HOUSTON ’ohis tactic becan: almost hanitual and
frequently predcminant,

» (4) A fourth tactical variation was the enemy's attempt
on four occasions to defend previously used TZ's by both miring and direct
iire. This +act,ic is most significant because 3f the limited number of

TP~ oo Y I Pl AL L0 T4 LS
LZ's avallable inm the difficult terrain,
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SUBJECT: Combal Operations After Action Report (ROS: WMACY J3-32)

RPN R T Y

{S‘ Durirg Opcration SAM HOUSTON, the combat elements of the brigades
were under continual physical straipn and mentsl presdure. The rhysical

strain resulted from the cxertion raguired for the day arter day moving N
and sesrching through the dense and difficult jungle. Also, &bt tho end i
of each day, the units on search and destroy operations had to dig in and !
rrovide individual shelters with at least cne level of sandbags overhead '
8 protectien against enemy mortar attascks which were employed extensively. ‘
Although nobody objected to this procedure, it regquired aa additionsl Uwo
to three houra haid labor each day. Commanders at all cchelens had to
ugce greet care in their planning and operations to prevent the troops
from getting over-tlred and developing a lackadalsical attitude and to
ingure that they wpuld not be in an exhausted condition when contact was
establishied with the NVA. When the contacts did take place, they were
generally sudden, short (one to six hours), and viclent. The violence
of the ccutacts combined with a certain feeling of claustrophcbia from
the dense folicge created a ceriain degree of tension with individuals
and units. Tho degrece varlded with the nearpess to the bardsr, the enemy
situation, 2nd the leadership within the unit., Although strain and
pressure were always pregent, they ia no way altered the course of the ;
operation. The important point to note is that they could have delete- ;
rious eff{ecls and must be monitored closely throughout and at all levels )
of command, ’ '

§
t

i

The performance of 211 perscunel in this operation was wniformly
excellent,, It speaks well for their fine unit and individual replacement
training. These men scon becams combat veterans. It would be my judge~ :
ment that the fighting men being sent Lo South VIEINAM today are the ¢
finest our country has ever produced. SAM HOUSTON aleo affairmed the fine
caliber of leadership we have in our Army in both the noncammissioned and
the commissioned officer corps, It was uniformly high at all levels, and
the fine leadership of a larpe segument of our company grade ofricere
portends well for the future of our 4rmy and cur Nation.

FOR THE COMMANGER:

F

. o7
14 Incl NICHOLAS R. COLUCTA
as -CPT', AGC
Asat adjutant General
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REPORTING OFFICER (V)

Principal commanders and senlor staff.' officers participating in thie

operation were:

Acting CofS

Asst to ADC
ACLfS, GL
hcting Gl

ACofS, G2

ACofS, G3

ACofS, Gh

4CofS, G5

Lrc
LTC
LIC
MAJ

LTC
LrC

LTC
1T

1IC

LTC

LTC -

Special Staff

AG

Div Surg
1G

SJA

i

b5 .
Fin Off
Chap
Cml Off
Info Off

LIC
LTC
LIC
LTC

TN
il

L1iC
IHLY
LTC
MAJ

HAJ

Ccllins, Arthur Se Jre
Peers, Willlam R.

Walker, Glenn D.

. Ryder, Charles W, Jr.

¥cDowell, William D,
Hiller, Judson F,

Farley, Roy W.
¥orley, leonard A.

Parr, Bertram L.

Lounsbury, Roy E.
korley, Lecnard A.
Wilson, Donaid L.

Kitchen, idlbert B, Jr.
Crizer, Pat W,

Rosell, Thomas Ge.
1ay, James R.

Richards, ‘[illiam G.

Braim, Paul F.
Allyn; John O,

, hth Infantry Division,

Robinson, Herbert A.
Dycaico, armin G.
Friedly, Howard W,
Schug, Willis E. Jr.
Rulc, Edwin U. '
Cullen, Victor.A. .
Hess, Frank J.

Hett, William R.
Henderson, William
Zenk, Daniel R,

1 Jan 67 to 2 Jan 67
3 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67
1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67
1 Mar 67 to 5 Apy 67
1 Jan 67 to W ésn 67
Jan 67 to 3 tur 67

1 Jden 67 ¢ 7 Jan 67
33 Mar 67 to 30 Mar 67

25 Jan 67 to 3 Kar 67

1 Jan 67 to 28 Jan 67
29 Jan &7 to ‘5 Apr 67
13 Kar 67 to 30 her 67

1J$.n6’!tothan67
15 Jan 67 to 5 Apr &7

1 Jan 67 to 12 Feb 67
13 Feb &7 o 5 Apr 67

1 Jan 67 to 5 hpr 67

1 Jan 67 to 25 Jan &7
26 Jan 67 Lo 5 hpr 67

1 Jan 67 to 5 &pr 67
u

"

L] "

u ’ n
1 Jan 67 to 6 Mar o7
7 Mar &7 to 5 Apr €7
i Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67

11} ®

1st Brigade Task Force, Ath Infantry Division.

co

Inclosure 2

COL

Austin, John De

12 Feb 67 to 22 Mar 67
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lsl Brigade, 4th Iniantry Livisior.,

co coL

201
X (Adat) dy) LIC
b (4] LTC
s-3 MAJ

faord & .
Ausilsn, Johm D,

Jackson, Cherles 4,

Leraon, Lysowood
Simnong, Charles

hyvock, Herbert L.

2d Brigade, 4th Infantry Division,

¢o CCL
COL

X0 LTC
1TC

5-2 Hf\J
‘CPT

Miller, Judaon F.
Adamson, Jamce B.

Wilcox, Goorgs L.
woseli, Thomas G.
Parr, Bertram L,

Williams, Grady W.
Hill, David A...

3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,

co ,  CoL
0 LTC
5-3 KiJ

MAJ

Shsnahan, James G,
Ganpon, Timothy C.

Moore, James E, Jr.
Houben, Emil

Division Artillery.

o COL
%0 116
5-3 7e
LTC

DISCOM.
co - GOL
%0 e
: 106
53 MAJ
C Mad

Cut,ro;w., Joseph F.
Berdch, Vingent W.

Kuckhshn, Karl 0.
Cltrak, Michael

Boudman, Arthur B. .

Fellows,. De.ax.*:
MeMullin, Thomas L,

Scofield, Charles F.
Wells, David T.

15% Battalion, Sth Infantry.

Co LG

Inclosure 2

Ise, Parold H,

2

1 Jan 67 to
15 Jan 67 o

e
o
o8B

IARG

QT o

P R
FE E
N

<2
€8

iJan67to
3 Mar 67 to

1 Jan 67 to
13 Feb 67 to

1Jan67t,'5
1 Jan 67 to

-1 Jan 67 to

"15 Feb 67 to

1 Jan 67 to

1 Jan 67 Lo
&5 Jan 67 to

: 1 Jan (7 to

19 Feb 67 to

1 Jan €7 to

UNCLASSIFIED

11 Feb 67
5 Apr 67

20 Jan 67
5 hpr 67

5 Apr 67

&o

Jan £7

1,
§ Apr 67
12 Feb 67
3 Mar 67
5 hpr 67
28
5

Feb 67
hpr 67

5 Apr 67
5 Apr 67

12 Feb 67
5 Apr 67

5 Apr 67
5 Apr 67

U Feb 67
5 kpr &7

5 fpr €7

hJanb?
5 hpr 67

18 Feb 67
5 fpr 67

5 ipr 67
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2d Battalion, 8th Infantry. -

¢! ,
co LTC  Duquemnin, Gordon J. 1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67
3d Battalion, 8th Infantry.
} co ITC . Lynch, Thomas F. 1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67
> 1st Battalion, l2th Infantry,
= co ITC  Lay, James R. 1 Jan 67 to 12 Feb 67
LIC Wilcox, George L. 13 Feb 67 to 28 Feb 67
(heting) MAJ  Williams, Grady W. 1 Mar 67 to 2 lpr 67
¥ LTC Wright, Corey J. 3 Apr 67 to 5 fpr 67 4
ﬁ 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry.
£ o ITC Petar?; David N, 1 Jan 67 to & Apr 67
§ 1st Battelion, 22d Infantry.
2 co ITC Morley, Leonard i, 1 Jon 67 to 25 Jan 67
1IC  Braim, Paul F, 26 Jan 67 to 3 Mar 67 :
; LIC Rosell, Thomas G. L Mar 67 to 5 Apr 67
1st Battalion, 14th Infantry. {
g €0 LG ~ Miller, William H, 1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr &7 ;
' 1st Battalion, 35th Infantry,: ;
g co LTC Kingston, Robert 'C, "1 Jan 67 to 17 Feb 67 ;
5 LTC Moore, James E. Jr. 18 Feb &7 vo 5 Apr 67 :
"" " 2d Bsttalion, 35th Infantry,
co LTC ~ Granger, Clinton E, er_. 1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67 i
: 1lst Squadron, 10th Cavalry, !
¢ o . LIC Nutting, Wallace H, . 1 Jan 67 to 13 Feb 67 . ;
LIC Cole, Thomas F. 1, Feb 67 to 5 Apr 67 d
ist Battalion, &6%ih Anior, -
: i
3 co ITC Clark, Clyde O. 1 Jan 67 to 5 Mar 67
IIC  Williems, Paul S, Jr. 6 Mar 67 to 5 Apr 67
" 2d Battalion, 9th artillery,
j Ve LIC Holbrook, Bruce 1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67
% 4Lth Battalion, 42d Artiliery.
0o LIC Parr, Bertram L. 1 Jan 67 to 2 Jan &7
3 LIC Wcods, Jack C. 25 Jan 67 to 5 ipr 67
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5th Battalion, 16th .rtillery.
co ITC  Citrak, Michael 1 Jan 67 to 14 Feb 67
LTC Kuckhahn, Karl Q. 15 Feb 67 to 5 Apr 67
&th Battaljon, 29th artillery.
co IT¢  Lennon, Lynwood B, 1 Jan 67 to 28 Feb 67
LTC  Nettles, Elritt N 1 Mar 67 to 5 ipr 67
4th ALviation Battalion. .
o LTC - McDowell, William R. 1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67
4th Engincer Battalion, |
Co LTC  Schulz, Gerhard . 1 Jan 67 to 28 Feb 67
LI  Delbridge, Norwan G. Jr. 1 Mar 67 to 5 Apr 67
ith Medical Battalion.
co ~ LIC  Peard, William G. 1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67
Lth Supply and Tr.ansportation ‘Battalion,
Co LTC Jacques, Ja:sper T 1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67
124th Signal Battalion. )
Co i:TC Keefer, Lc;rén. R, 1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 67A
7O4th Maintenance Battalion.
Co LTC Kouchoukc;s, Paul C. 1 Jan 67 to 21 Feb 67
ITC Gilbanks, Wil]igm B. »22 Feb 67 to 5 Apr 67
3d Supply and Transportation Battalion (Prov).
¥ Mid  Housand, Andrew Ha 1 Jan 67 to 17 Feb &7
MAJ  Rutledge, Robert R. 18 Feb 67 to 5 Apr 67
Headquariers and He:;dqum‘ters Company, hth Infantry Division, -
0 CPT  Zwicker, Gary L. | 1 Jan 67 to 5 fipr 67
Ith Admim‘.stra_tion Compsny. ‘
w CPT Terrell, Edmund D.- 1 Jan 67 to 5 Apr 6'_7
4tk Militacy quic.e Company .
co CPT Sullivan, Gerald A, 1 Jan 67 to 5 apr 67
Inclosure 2 ‘ L
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TiSE ORGARLIATION ()

1. (C) Detached units,
a. 1st Brigade, 4th Infaniry Division was under operational
control of I Field Force, VIETEAM from 0100011 January 1967 until 1908174

Februnry 1967 and participated in Oporation AN D/MS in PHU YEN and PHU BON
Frovinces during that ‘period,

b. .)d Brigode, 4th Infantry Division remained attacied to the
25th Infantry Division,

) c¢. 3d Battalion, 12th Infantry was attached to the 1st Brigode,
hth Infantry Division from Q100012 Janvary 1967 to 190730H February 1967
at which time the battalion bocame a separate task force under operational
control of I Fiecld Force, VIETN/M. The battalion remained OPCON to IFFV
pazticipating jn QOperation AD:iMS in PHY YEN Province until 0350001 April
1967,

d. Nec other mé.jor units were detached from the division,
2, (¢) Attached units,

a, 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division was attached to the
d1v1.,10n by authority of General Order Number 704, Headquarters United
States Ammy, VIEINAM, 16 February 1967 effective 13 February 1947.

b. 1lst Battdlion, 69th Armor,

c.” Company 0, 3d Squadron, 4th Cavalry.

d, Téam 8, 4lst Civil Affairs Campany.

e, Team- 9, 41st Civil Affairs Company,

£, 37l+th‘RadiQ Research Company.

g. 33d Infantry Platoon (Scout Dog).

h. 50th Infantry Platoon (Scout Dog).

3. (C)"‘_- “Task Organization for Combat.
a.- Control Headcuarters was lecdguarters; 4th Infantry Division.

b, Task organization for Operation SAM HOUSTON. as set forth in
OPORD 1-67, erfective 010001Z January 1967.

24 Bde, Lth Div 34 Bde, 25th Div’
HHC, 21 Bde HHC, 3d Bde

2=8 Inf 1-1; Inf

1-12 Int 1-35 Inf

1-22 Inf 2=35 Inf

Inclosure 3
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L-42 Arty

D/5-16 Arty (OPCON)
Plat Cc B, 4Lth Engr Ba
Det CA Tm #2 41 CA Co

TF 1.-10 Cev

1-10 Tav (~)
C/34 Cav
Rifle Co 3/25 int
CA Dot G5 Secl,

v Arty

HHB, Div Arty
61l hrty (OPCON)
5«16 arty (~) G5

DIECON

HHC & Bard
4th Admipn Co
TO4Lh Maint Ba
Lth Med Bn
Lth S&T Bn

¢. Task organization as changed by FRAGO 1-1-67 effective

030100Z Jenuery 1967.

2d Bde, 4th Div

2-8 Inf

1-12 Inf

1-22 Inf

L-h2 Arty _
1/5-16 Arty (OPCON)
Af6=1y Arty (OPOOUN) -
237 RADLR (OPGCON)

Plat Ce B, 4th Engr Bn
Det. CA Tm #8, Llst CA Co

TF 2-25 Inf
235 Inf (=)
Co, 1-69 Armor
C/2-9 Arty
B/3-6 Arty

Div Arty

HHB, Div Arty
_6-1l, Arty (OPCON)
5-14 Avty (=)

Inclosure 3
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Div Troops

Lih HI Det (=)

# Tk Co O%9th Araor oY
2-9 Arty {atch) '
C/5-16 Ariy (DPCON)

B/3~6 Arty (OPCOR)

D/65 Engr Br

L4Oth Inf PLL (Scout Dog)

HHC, Ath Div.

L34 Cml Det

29th Mil Hist Deb
1-49 fomor (=)

Lth Fngr Bn (=)

Lth Avn Bn (=)

3% Laf Plot (Sct Dog)
ith Div TACY

\
B T T RO PR T R

List CA Co ()
124th Sig Bn
4th NP Co

T Sy ke e Sl B M-

RIRURENT S SN

TF_1-10 Cav

1-10 Sav (~)
C/3~4 Cav (-)
Co, 2~35 Inf
Co, 1-69 Armor
Co, 2/L Bde
3-6 Arty (~) DS
Ch, Det, Lth Div

Dix_Troops
HHC, 4th Inf Div ‘

1-£9 Zrmer (=)
4th Engr Bn (~)
4th fvn Bn (<)
124tk Sig Bn

43d Cml Det

2tn Mil Hist Det
Lth ¥I Det {~)

Tm #, Llst €2 o (-} f
Lth Div TACP :
33d Inf Plat (Sct Dog) i
Lth NP Co ’

|
,z
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d. Tnsk orgonization eg changed by FR.GO 3-1-67 effective
24L1400HJanvary 1967,

24 Bde, 4th Inf Div

[{HC, 2d bde
2«8 Inf

1-32 Inf (=)
L-42 icty (=)

3d Bdc, 25th Div

(OPCON 1st Cav Div (L))

HHC
1-1 Inf
1-35 Inf

Div_Arty

D/5-16 irty GSR 4~h2 irty

6-1, irty (=) GS
AfG=1k GSR L=h2 arty

DISCON

No Change from
OPORD 1-67

Div_Troops

1“22 fo
C/L~42 hrty DS
2-35 Inf
B/1-69 irmor (=)
C/2=9 irty DS
B/3-G6 arty (OPCON)
1~69 Armor (=)
€/1~12 Inf (-)
¢/5-16 irty DS
1~10 Cav (=)
¢/2-35 Inf
C/3=h Cav
Plat B/1-69 &rmor
3-6 arty (_) DS
4th fon B (<)
Lth Engr Bn (~)
124th Sig Bn
HHC 4th Inf Div
L1st CA Co (=)
4th 11 Det
33d Inf Plat (Sct Dog)
4th T Co
43d Cml Det
2%th Mil Hist, Det

e, Task organization as changed by FRIGO 4-1-67 effective
290700H January 1967,

2d Bde, 4Lth Inf Div

HHC, 2d Bde

2-8 Inf

1-12 Inf

1-22 Inf

L--42 Arty

Plet, Co B, Ath Ingr Bn
Det Cia, Tm #8, 41 Ci. Co

TF 1-§ Inf

l-'8 Int
Af6-29 irvy

IF 235 Inf (=)

2-35 Inf (=) |
1 Co, 1-69 srmor-
C/2-9 4rty .

Inclosure 3
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IF 1~10 Cav

1-10 Cav

1 Co, 1-69 .rmor

5-16 irty (=) DS
C/3-5 irty
C/5-16 Arty

Div_Arty

6—111- ar ty
D/5-16 Arty

Div Troops

HHC, 4th Inf Div

Lth Engr Bn (~)

4th ivn Bn (=)

124th Sig Bn

33d Inf P1t (Sct Dog)
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TF 1-69 Armor (-)
1-69 Armor (-)

C/3-4 Cav (eff 2411004 Jan 67)

1 Co, 2-35 Inf
3=6 Arty (=) DS

DISCOM

No change from OPORD 1-67

43d Cml Det N

29th Mil Kist Det ¢¢
Plat, C/1-22 Inf

L4th MI Det (=)

41st CA Co (-)

Lth MP Co

f. Task organization as provided in FRAGO 4-1-67 (para 4 above)
was changed by ksg cite 289-67~C, 30 January 1967, subj: Change to FRAGO
4-1~67 (SAM HOUSTON) (U), The message changed the artillery organization
and was effective upon receipt except where indicated otherwise,

B/7-13 Arty: Atchd 3-6 Arty eff 281200H January.

IF 1-8 Inf

4/6-29 Arty: Atch

C/5-16 Arty: Reinf £/6-29 Arty

TF 169 drmor (-)

5=16 airty (~) DS
B/ 3-6 arty
B/7-13 irty

TF_2-35 Inf
Not. changed

24 Bde.'&th Div

L-42 Arty: Atch

Af6-1L Arty: Atch

D/5-16 Arty GSR
L=h2 Arty .

TF 1-10 Cav

36 Arty (-): DS

g. Task organization as changed by FRiGO 5-1-67 effective
311000H January 1967.

2d Bde, Lth Diy

HHC, 2d Bde
1-8 Inf
Af6-29 irty
2-8 Inf
1-12 Inf (-)
1-22 Inf
L=42 irty
Plat, Co B, 4th Engr Bn
Det, Ci Tm #8, 4lst Ca Co

TF 2-35 Inf

2-35 Inf (=)
A/1-69 .mor
Af2-9 arty

Inclasure .3

L
CONFIDENTIA L

Ir' 1-10 Cav

1-10 Cav («)
C/1-69 irmor
3-6 Arty (=) Ds

Div Arty
HHB, Div frty

6-1) irty GS
D/5-16 irty GSR 4-42 irty

C/5-16 Arty reinf 4/6-29 irty

Div Troops

HHC, "4th Inf Div
43d Cml Det
29th Mil Hist Det




CONFIDENTIAL

t CF 1-69 iomor Plat, ¢/1-12 Inf
: Lth Engr Bn (-)
{,7 1-69 armor (=) hth ivn Bn (=)
C/3~4 Cav (=) 124th 5ig EBn
B/2-35 inf 33d Inf Plat (Sct Dog)
5-16 arty (-) DS Lth MP Co
B/3-16 arty OPCON 5-16 Arty hth Div T.aCP
B/7-13 Arty OPCON 5-16 Arty 4th MI Det (-)

Llst Ch Co (~)
DISCOM

No change from OPORD 1-67

n. Task organizahion as changed by FRAGC 6-1-67 effective
040300H Februory 1967.

2d Bde, 4th Div Div_f4rty
No change from FRiGO 5-1-67 HHB, Div irty
6-14 frty GS
TF 2-35 Inf A/6-14 irty GSR 4=42 irty
B/6-U Arty GS
2-35 Inf C/6~1, irty GS
Af2-9 Arty D/5-16 frty GSR 4=42 hrty

D/5-16 Arty reinf 4/6=29 lirty
TF 1=69 irmor

Div Troops
1=-69 Armor (-)
c/3-4 Cav (-) HHC, 4th Inf Div
Inf Plat, 1-12 Inf 43d Cml Det
3-6 Arty (-) DS 29th Mil Hist Det
B/3-6 hrty Lth Engr Ba (=)
B/7-13 Arty OPCON 3-6 Arty (=) 4th Avn Bn (=)
124th Sig Bu
TF_1~10 Cay Inf Plat, 1-12 Inf
33d Inf Plat (Sct Dog)
1-10 Cav (=) Lth Div TACP
A/1-69 Armor 4th I Det (=)
¢/1-69 Armor L1st Ch Co (-)
1 Inf Plat, 1-12 Inf 4th NP (o
3-6 Arty (-) DS
4/3=6 Arty DISCOM
C/3-6. Avty

N6 change from OPORD 1-67

i, Task organization as changed by FRAGO 7=1-67 effective
1115008 February 1967.

-_ 2d Bde, 4th Div Div Arty
' HHC, 2d Bde KHB, Div Arty

1-12 Inf 61, Arty GS

1~22 Inf 8/ 6=, Arty GSR L-h2 Arly
! Inclosure 3 5
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442 Avty B/é~1l, arty GS bg
Plat, Co B, 4th Engr Bn ‘C/6~14 krty GS

Det, CA Tm #8, Klst CA Co
Twl Tm 2B/12L Sig Bn
2 Plat, 4th NP Co

¢/5-16 frty GS
D/5-16 .rty GSR 4~L2 Artvy

‘ 4d Det, 374th RRC Div_Troops !
3 Gl Sec C/Lth Med Bn i
. Contact u, 7C4th Maint Bn HHC, 4tb Inf Div {
, Bde Avn Sec Lth Engr Bn (=) i
] FAC Party Lth Avn Bn (~) 1
' 12/4th Sig Bn (-) !
g ; TF 1-8 Inf 433 Cmd Det. i
] : 29th Mil Hist Det i
F 1-8 Inf Inf Plat, 1-8 Inf |
{ Af6-29 Arty 33d Inf Plat (Sct Dog)
Lth Div TiCP i
! TF 2-35 In{ Lth MI Det (=) :
, L1st Ch Co (=) |
No change from FRAGO 6~1-67 4th MP Co (-) :
: TF_1~69. hrmor D1SCOM
1 1
4 1-69 jumor (=) HHC & Bend /
CJ/3-4 Cav (~) Ith admir Co- i
{ Inf Plat, 1-8 Inf 704th Maint Bn (=) i
] g 3-6 irty () DS Lth Med Bn (=)
B/3-6 irty 4th S & T Bn (-)
: B/7<13 Arty (OPCON)
} TF_1-10 Cav. ‘
: 1-10 Cav (-) ;
) Co, 1-69 irmor (OPCON) !
; Co, 1-69 iraor (OPCON)
: Inf Plat, 1-8 Inf
3.6 hrty (-) DS
i A/3-6 Arty i
5 ¢/3-6 irty |
E j. Task urgenization as cheuged by FRIGO &-1-67, DIG 19GLOOH i i
? Feburary 1967. ;
1st Bde, hth Div TF 1=69 Armo
- ! W, 1st Bde -89 Armor {~) i
' i 2-¢ Inf C/3~4 Cav (=) _
H 2-35 Tugp Flat, 1-8 Inf . :
629 arty (Prov) DS B/ %6 Arty DS . -1
Ay=2 hrky B/7-13 hrty. (atch 3-6 Arty) : j
¢f2-9 hrty i &
Co A, 4th Engr (<) TF 1-10 Gay )
Co 1-8 inf {OPCON) , i 4
T #9 4ist Ca Co 1=10 Gev {«). } A
vl Tm 1B/12kth Sig Bn Co, 1~69 iwmox (OPOON) |
inclosure 3 & H ‘
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1st Plat, 4th LP Co Co, 1-69 Armor (OPCON)
k. C1 Sec B/hth lied Bn Plat, 1-8 Inf
g Contact Tm D/704th Maint Bn 36 arty (=) DS
1 (‘,ﬁ Bde Avn Sec
% FiC Party Div_Arty
g 2d Bde, 4th Div HHiB, Div Arty
6=14 Arty (=) GS (OPCON)
& HHC, 24 Bde A/6-L4 Lrty GSR 4-i2 Arty
} 1-12 Inf {Prov)
4 1-22 Inf 5-16 irty (=)
£ 442 irty (Prov) DS 4/5-16 Lrty GS
B/L~12 ixty C/5~16 /xrty GS
C/4~L2 irty D/5-16 irty GS
237th Radar (OPCON) Plat/B/6-29 irty
Plat, Co B, 4th Engr Bn 235th Radar (OPCON)
Tm #8, 41st Ci Co Plat, 1-8 Inf
3d Det, 37hth RRC
N zd Plat, Lth MP Co Div_Troops
Cl Sec, c/wr,h Med Bn
Contact Tm, C/704th laint Bn HIC, 4th L.f Div
FiC Party 4th Engr Bn (-)
4th ivn Bn (=)
TF 1-8 Inf 12ith Sig.Bn (=)
i 43d Cml Det
1-6 Inf (=) 29th Mil Hist Det
i 5«16 /irty.{(Prov) DS 4lst Ch Co (=)
A/6~29 Arty 33d.Inf Plat (Sct Dog) (-~)
. B/6-29 irty Lth Div T.CP
. Lth MI Det
, TF 3-8 Inf 4th MP Co (~)
g 3-8 Inf DISCOM
: C/6-29 irty DS
No change from FR.GO 8~1-67
k. Task organization 2y changed by FRiGO 9-1-67 effective
8

2118)0Z February 1967.
DEIE&ETE: TF 1~8 Inf

1st Bde, 4th Div 1F_3-8 Inf
ADD: 1-8 Inf (-) ADD:  5-16 Arty DS
' L/6-29 irty B/6-29 Arty (OPCON)

. . C/6~29 irty (OPCON)

1. Task organization as changed by FRAGO 10-1-67 effective
2606008 February 1967,

ist Bde, 4th Div 2d Dde, 4th Div
HHC, lst Bde , HHC, 2d Bde
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1-2 Inf

2-8 Inf

2-35 Inf

6-29 Arty (Prov) IS
L/o=29 Axty
Afh=42 Arty (OPCON)
C/2-9 Arty (OPCON)

Co 4, Lth Engr Bn (=)

Flamethrower Plat, HHC 4th Engr Ba
Tm #9, 4ist Ca Co

Tul Tm 1B/124th Sig Bn
1st, Plat, 4th MP Co
Cl Sce, B/hth ¥ed Bn

Contact, T D/704th kaint Bn

Bde Avn Sec
FAC Party

TE 110 Cav

1-10 Cav f{~)

Co 1-69 armor (OPCON)

Co 1-69 irmor {OPCON)

Plat. 3-8 Inf

3-6 Arty (=) DS
B/7=-13 Arty

Div Arty

&=, Arty (=) DS
AJ6=1 kxty
5-16 .arty (~) GS
C/5-16 Arty'
D/5-16 arty

DISCOM

No.change from FR/GO 8-1-67

m., Task organization as changed by FRiGO 12167 effective
0823C0H Karcn 1967.

ist Bde, Lth biv

HHC, 1st Bde
1-8 Inf

3-8 Int (eff 9 Mar 67)

235 Ini

~

Co B 4th Engr Bn (
Tm #8, Llst CA Co

1-12 Inf
1-22 Inf
L4~42 Arty (Prov) DS

B/4=42 hrty
C/b=h2 irty

ist Sl 23h Arty,
4
3d Det, 374th RBC
24 Puat; Lth MP Co
C1 Sec; C/hth Med Bn

Contact Tm C/704tb Maint Bu

FAC Farty

TF 3-8 Inf

3-8 Int ()

5.16 iriy (Prov) DS
B/6-29 Arty {OPCON)
G/6-29 frty (OPCOX)

TF 1-69 Armor

1-69 srmor (=)

¢/34 Cav ()

Plat 2~8 Inf

3-6 Arty {Prcv) DS
3/3-6 Arty
if5-16 irty (OPCON)

Div Troops

HHC, 4th Inf Div
Lth Engr Bn (~)
ith ivn Bn (~)
i24th Sig Bn (=)
434 Cml Det

29th i) Hist Det-
ilst Ci Co (=)

33d Inf Plat (Set Dog)

Lih MP Co {~)
4th 1T Det

PRy = MmasT
L].Ln DJ-' Loatsr

¥ 110 Cav

1-10 Cav (-)
Co 1-69 Armor
C/3~4 Cav (=)

Plat, 2.2 Inf

inslosure 3 CO N F ‘ l)SE JV-T{ AL_

§ %
~
<
™)

it WA

A § e A s Sk

O T L L .o




r) !

Inclosure 3

CONFEIDENTIAL

6-29 .ty (Prov) DS
h/6=29 Arty
C/6~29 irty
¢/2-9 Arty (OPCON)

Co A, 4th Engr Bn (-)

3=6 Lirty {~) DS
B/7-13 Arty

TF 2-8 Inf (eff 9 Mar 67)

Flamethrower Plat, HHC, 4th Engr Bn 2-8 Inf (-)

Tml Tm, 1B/12Lth Sig Bn

1st Plat, 4th MP Co

C1 Sec, B/hth ted Bn

Contact Tm, B/704th Maint Bn

2d Bde, 4th Div

HHC, 2d Bde
1-12 Inf
1-22 Inf
L=42 irty {Prov) DS
B/h-42
C/4~-42
lst SLT 29th Arty (OPGON)
Co B, 4th Engr Bn (-)
3d Det, 374th RRC
2d Plat, 4th MP Co
Cl Sec, C/4th led Bn
Contact Tm, C/704th Maint Bn

No charge from FRiGO 8-1-67

ard Yeer

5-16 iruy (Prov) IS
B/6-29 arty (OPCON)
Ah-12 ixty (OPCON)

TF 1-69_fomor

1-69 armor (=)

Plat 2-8 Inf

%16 arty (Prov) DS
B/3-6 irty
4/5-16 ety (OPCON)

Div_irty

HHB, Div Arty
6~ irty GS
5-16 frty GS
Plat, 2-8 Inf

Div_Troops

IHC, 4th Inf Div
4th Engr Bn (=)
4th fwvn Bn (<)
124th Sig Bn (=)
434 Cml Det

29th Mil Hist Det
334 Inf Plat (Sct Dog)
Lth KI Det

4th Div TACP

Llst Ci Co (=)
4th MP Co (=)

n. Task erganization as changed by FRIGD 14-1-67 effective

172330H March 1967,

1st _Bde, Ath Inf Div

HHC, 1lst Bde
2-8 Inf (~)
3-8 Inf
2-35 Inf
Plat A/1~69 siraor
£-20 Arty (=)
C/2-9 Arty (OPCON)
Cu A, 4Lth Engr. Bn
Tml Tm 1B/124th Sig Bn
1st Plat, 4th MP Co

2d Bde, 4th Inf Div

HHC, 2d Bde
1-12 Inf
1-22 Inf

1-8 Inf

k~42 Arty (=)

A/6-29 Arty -(CPCON)
Co B, Lth Engr Bn (~)
Tml Tm 3C/124th Sig Bn
2d Plat, Lth MP Co
€l Sec, C/Lth Med Bn

CONEIDENTIAL
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Cl Sec B/4th lied Bn
Contact Tm, D/704th Kaint Bn
FAC Party

TF 1-69 .irmor

169 Armor (~)
3=6 Arty (Prov) LS
B/3-6 ixrty
4/5-16 Lrty (OPCON)
Plat ¢/2~8 Inf

Div _arty

6-14 arty GS-
5-16 Arty (~) GS
C/5-16 ixrty GS Reinf L-42 Arty
D/5-16 Arty GS Reinf 6-29 irty
1-92 arty GS (approx 1 ipril)
Plat C/2-8 Inf

Contact Tm, C/704th Maint DBn
FiC Party

f/ 2
IF_1~10 Cav
1-10 Cav (~)
C/3=l Cav
B/1-69 frmor
Plaf, C/2-8 Inf
© 3-6 arty (<) DS
Afl=l2 Arty (=) (OPCON)
Div_Troops

No Change from FRAGC 12-1~67
DISLOM

No change from FRiGO 8-1-567

o. Task organization as changed by FR.GO 16-1-67 effuciive

281600H March 1967.

1st Bde, 4th Div

HHC, 1st Bde
1-12 Inf
1-8 Inf
3-8 Inf
6-29 [rty DS
B/L~42 Arty (OPCON)
C/L-42 irty (OPCON)
237th Radar (OPCON)
Co, 2-8 Inf
C/3~i, Cav {~)
Co 4, Mth Engr Bn (-) DS
Tml Tm B, 124th Sigz Bn
1st Plat, 4th LP Co
FAC Party

TE 1-69 iArmor

1-69 Armor (-)

3~6 hrty (~) DS
B/B‘é _-—;r‘b:y'
A/5-16 irty (OPCON)
Plat, $/2-8 Inf

Diy Aty
6=1iy Arty 35

5-16 Arty 35
1/5-16 arty GSR 6-29 Arvy

24 Bde, 4th Div

HHC, 2d Bde
2-8 Inf (=)
1-22 Inf
Plat, B/1-69 irmor
W42 Arty (~) DS
¢/2-9 arty ((PCON)
A/3-6 frty (OPCON)
1 S1%, 2%th Lrty (OPCON)
Jo B, 4th Engr Bn (=)
5gd Co B, 4ih Bngr Bn (=)
(OPCON on order)
Tml Tm 1 ¢/124th Sig Bn
2d Plat, 4th MP Co
FiAC Purty

TF 410, Gav.

1-10 Cav (=)
C/3-6 Arty DS

Div ‘iroops

HHC, 4th Inf Div
4th avn Bn (=)
4th Engr Ba (=)
124t Sig Bn (=)
434 Gl Det

2Gth A% Kist Det

10
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1~92 Arty GS (1 April) 33d Inf Plat (Sct Dog)
N/6-L0 Arty GS (1 April) 50th Int Plat (Sct Dog)
<35th Radar (OPCOi!} Lth MI Det
Ith MP Co (=)
13 4th Div TACP
118t CA Co (=)

¥ AfE .
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DIG
01030 Jan
041215 Jan
041300 Jan
091240 Jan
181628 Jan
150800 Feb
150855 Feb
160855 Feb
160906 Feb
160920 Feb
161050 Feb
281050 Feb
181143 Feb
181145 Feb
201200 Feb
201215 Feb
220008 Fed
220015 Peb
220015 Feb
230831 Fedb
272050 Feb
281035 Fedb
020734 Mar
071115 Mar
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UNIT

LOCATION

20 Eng Bn**  ZA 170153

B/1-10
20 Eng Bn*
C/3¢k
HQ 1-69
Af2-8
Af2-g
1-10
1-10
1=10
1=10
A1-69
C/1-69
c/1-69

2~8
Af1-69
A/1~69
A/1-69
4/1-69
c/1~69
1410

C/1-69

YA 765213
Zi 195195
ZA 120512
YA 902387
YA 678535
T4 885530
YA 930281
YA 927280
YA 926279
Y& 904270
YA 902364
YA 908386
Yi 904383
YA 687532
YA 687532
YA 923270
YA 923270
YA 923270
YA 956288
YA 93LL43
YA 933404
YA 942135
YA 738504

MIKING INCIDENTS (C)

TYPE VEH
$ Ton
APC.

5 Ton
1PC

% Ton
ML06
2% Ton
2% Ton
2% Ton
2h Ton

Tank
Tank
LPC

5 Ton

Tank
Tenk
Tank
APC

Neg
2 US WIk

2 US WIA
Neg

2 Us wia
Neg

Neg

Neg ‘
Neg

Neg

Neg

Neg

Neg

Neg

3 US WiL

N&g

Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg

DIMAGE
Light
Heavy
Heavy
Moderate
Moderata
Heavy
Moderate
Moderate
Moderate
Moderate
Moderate
Light
Light

Light

Moderate

Heavy
Light
Light
Light
Hoderate
Light
Light
Light
Light
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DTG

071115 Max
081735 Mar
101238 Mar
111435 Ma
111650 Mar
120145 Mar
130930 Mar

141240 Mar
141600 Mar
151,43 Mar
151443 Mar
151820 Mar
180745 Mar

" 201515 Mar

201405 Mar
230730 Mar
230730 Mar
230845 Mar
261122 Mar
261715 Mar
281510 Mar
290815 Mar
290830 Mar
010905 Apr
021044, Apr
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UNIT

28

B/1-10
C/3=4
C/ 31y
110
110

1st log
Cod ¥

2-35
2-35
c/34
C/3 14
28

B/ 69
£/1-69
2-35
C/3~4
C/3~h
B/1-69
HQ 2 Bde
B/1-10
B/1-69
6-29
C/6-29
Recon 28

HQ 4 Engy

LOCATION
Y5 738004
Ya 935285
YA 901424
YA 903786
Y. 898407
YA 898408
ZA 147475

YA 848420
YA 687530
YA 898407
YA 898407
YA 680531
YA 930282
Y4 713522
Yi 713522
YA 955441
YA 935442
YA 999299
YA 927280
Ya 920269
Yi 933283
YA 784470
Yi 782470
Zh 086252
YA 940287

5 Ton
% Ton
Tank
Tank

23 Ton
Tank
APC
Tank
2% Ton
Tank
Tank
5/4 Ton
3/4 Ton
APC

gis

Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg

Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
Neg
2 Us WI1a
Neg

Neg

Dozer Tank MNeg

CONEIDENTIAL

Light
Iight
Light
Light
Light
Light
Light

Light
Light
Light
Light
Light
Light
Light
Light
light
Light
Light
Light
Light.
Light
Heavy
Moderate
Moderate

Muderate
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'8( DTG UNIT LOCATION IYPE VEH  CiS DIMAGE

. 021125 Apr Recon 2.8 Zi 098270 LPC Neg Light
OLOT10 hpr  C/3-k YA 899393 APC Neg Yodsrate |
040735 ipr  C/3-4 YA 899395 Taﬁk Neg Iight ;
041320 4Lpr HQ 3-8 YA 766219 5 Ton Neg Heavy

TOTAL INCID:NTS: 53
#NOTE: Units not CPCON to 4th Inf Diw,

i i
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’ Lo 1400 MAR /4 1o
201315 FEB Ve
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MINING INCIDENTS

MAP 1:50,000 4EEIEA$ é_;/om .
FOR SHEETNRS SEE PARAJZ, (OM
(AF$E?IH ACTION REPORT- sAMHOUS TON)

281035 FE® TK
/ 230730 MAR APC
,/-. 272050 FEB. TK
\-230730 MARTK

\010734 HAL TK

i

101238 HAR TK

141240 MAR APC
120145 MAR VTR
Me5@ HAR VTR
ISI44Z HAR TK
e

15144 3 MAR TK

0407355 APR TK
T ~040710 APR APC

\tlmn JAN TK

N-10U4S FEB TK

\:x: 1435 HAR TK
{81145 FEB TX

o« 181050 FEB TK

/230831 FEB TK . '

“-021044 APR DOZER TANK

%08(735«4“ 5TON
\ 201310 MAR TK
180745 MAR TK
\ 160855 FER 24

261122 MAR 2B
160906 FEB 2%
{60920 FEB V3
22000BFEB TK
220015 FED TK
220015 FE8 YK
261715 MAR  TK

161050 FEB 2 %—/

y

TAB A 4o INCLOSURE 7
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PARA 3, (OMBAT
ORT- Saf HOUSTON

28403% FEB TK
/ 230730 MAR APC
% 272050 FEB. TK
\-230730 MAR TK
010734 MAR TK
HAR TK :

45 AR VTR
0 MAK VTR
ATMAR TK

3 HAR TK

735 APR TK
710 APR  APC

7 JAN TK
145 FEB TK

35 HAR TK
1145 FEB TK

SOFEB TK

/236'845 MiR T

~—3TABT CrRA TV
el Tes B

021044 APR DOZER TEW':
08!735MAR 5 TON
281310 MAK TK '
180745 MAR TK

60855 FEB 2%

261122 MAR 2%
160906 FEB 24

160920 FEB 243
220009 FEB TK

220015 FEB TH

220015 FEB TK

261715 MAR  TK
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/-0912_40 JAN APC

/130930 mAn 2k

j-ozuzs APR APC

/010905 APR APC
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191345 Jan
110907 Feb
110907 Febd
151130 Feb
161230 Feb
161230 Feb
171130 Feb
181415 Feb
181415 Feb

181215 Feb

201200 Feb

. 201201 Feb

221436 Ped
221750 Fedb
231345 Feb
021030 Mar
021030 Mar
051545 Mer
051635 Mar
051720 Mar
051730 Mar
061505 Mar
71115 Mar
131845 Har
11305 Mar
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£

MINES FViCULTED CR 1SSTROYED (C)

IOCATION TYPE MINE

YA 903587 1 Chilcom MIAX
Y. 943037 1 US Claymore
Yi 943037 2US AP

YA 685530 5 Chicom MIAT
YA 603547 4 Chicom MIAT
Yi 603547 1 Unk AP

Y4 675495 1 Chicom MIAT
YA 90438, 5 Chicon MIAI
Y. 904364 1 Chicom MIAX
Y. 90388 1 Chicom MIAX
Yi 687550 1 Chicom MIAI
YA 687551 1 Chicom MIAX
Yi 938285 1 Chicom MIAI
YA 954274 1 Chicom MIAI
YA 954299 1 Chicom MIAI
YA 942435 2 Chicom MIAI
Yh 942435 1 Chicom MIAL
Yi. 899394 1 Chicom MIAI
Yi 900289 1 Chicom MIAX
YA 903387 1 Chicom MIAIL
YA 903384 1 Chicom MIAX
YA 90380 1 Chnicom HIAL
YA 738504 1 Chicom MIAL
ZA 11i464 1LUS M«l5 A T
YA 683530 2Unk 4 T
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CONF‘IDENTIAL

ADDNL CHiRGE 96

DTG LOCT TYPE MINE DEST/EV:C
151410 Mar YA 900hi4 1 Unic 4 T D
161620 Mar Yi 901427 lUnk AT ™
181245 Mar YA 760408 4 VC Claymore D
181245 Mar YA 760408 2 US Claymore D
181245 Mar YA 760408 1 Grenade Mine D
131245 Mar Y4 760408 1 Grenade Mine E
210840 Mar YA 902422 2 Chicom MIAI D
211015 Maxr YA 695534 1 Unk D
211115 Mar YA 695533 2 Chicom MIAI D
220740 Mar Y4 902403 1 Chicom MIAX D
250745 Mar Yi 687531 1 Unk D
260730 Mar YA 901431 1 Chicom MIAIX D
021000 ipr 2. 099270 2 Chicom MIAL D
031000 Apr YA 929282 1 Chicom MLiI D
040830 Apr YA 899396 1 Chicom MIAI D
OLOBL5 Apr Yai 898403 1 Chicom MIAI b
040900 ipr Y4 898406 1 Chicom MIAI D
040945 Apr YA 898406 1 Chicom MIAI D
040958 Apr YA 901421 1 Chicom MIAIX D
051225 Apr ZA 089519 1 Chicom MIAX E
TOTAL MINES 66
Total Destroyed 56
Total Evacusted 10
Inclosure 8 2
CONFIDENT AL
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MINES EVACUATED ¢ PESTROYED
MAP 1: 50,000 SERIES L7014

(FOR SHEET NR5,$EE PARA3, (OMBAT
AFTER ALTION REPORT- SANIHOUS TON)

/250746 MAR (-0
251105 MAK

g )
74 2511008 naaee (-

! L 50 re?a &)
L4995 MAR (2-P)

\ Ve 071105 MAR (1-0)
' Wixs0 ped (50 '

(YAGo1535)

N 17it 30 FEB -2

70

J181MF Mu(:—:)b-é)

NOTE:

NOT PEPICTED ON OVERLAY
10907 FES YA24303701-2 )01}

LEGEND:
’ &)- EVACVATED

(D) -PESTRITEY

TAB A +to INCLOSURE 8
CONFIDENTIAL

- 151410 MA1

20730 MAR{
210840 MAl

/7 i6ib2o 1A

\- 040958 APS
JD40sds APRG-
L 040900 APR(2-|
220740 M
rotog3o APR(I-
05:545 MAR (-5
MAR (1-4
/05i635"’3'6"(.~
1218 i

osifeb d
181415 F€

|
|

/- 051720 MAR (r
051730 MAR (¥
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210840 MAR (§-D)
7/ 7161620 MAR (1-3)
% 040958 APR(-P)
040845 APRU-D)
7 040900 APR(2-D)
S 220740 MAR 2
ros0870 APR(1-9)

/051545 MAR G-5)

1635 MAR (1-p
081635 0 Sani v

181215 FEB/1-P)
o51608 Mz (1P
\-"1g j415 FEB O-5)(5-D)

/051720 MAR (1-0)
051730 MAR (I-9)

~~ 231346 FEB (1-9)

o3jo00 APR (1I-0)
7, 3}221341 Fes mD)

e 221760 FE6(1-9)
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CONFIDENTIAL

n_o;gté ATTACKS (C)

DTG UNIT LOCATION RDS IYPE CAS
032015 Jan  2=4 Fwd CP YA 845453 40 82mn 12 WIA
061945 Jan  A/2-35 ER 2095253 12 82m Neg
11700 Feb  2<4 S=5 CP - 4R 227380% 2 82om Neg
143230 Feb 2~k Fwd CP YA 850455 L0 82mm 9 WIA
150707 Feb .C/1=12 YA 608543 22  g2m Neg
150745 Feb B/l=l2 YA 610601 3 82 Neg
161350 Feb  C/28 YA 675495 70  60/82m  Contact (see
Incl 10. )
172250 Feb 112 YA 603547 50 60mn Neg
131050 Feb  A/1-69 Yi. 902364- A 6Qum Neg
] 201940 Feb  -A/1-69 ZA 1102713 100 82mm Neg
: 211730 Feb B/2-8 Th 689593 60  82m Coritact (see
Incl 10
220008 Feb  A/1-69 YA 923270 10 82mm Neg
220155 Feb  B/2-8 YA 689593 0 82m 1 KIA, 27 WIA
221850 Feb 1=-22 FSB Y4 613602 15 82mm Neg
232250 Feb  A/2=35 YA 66051L 36 82mn Neg
022145 Mar 1-12 FSB YA 603547 50 82mm 2 KIA, 2 VIA
030131 Mar 1-12 FSB Y. 603547 - 540 82um Neg
031025 Mar B/1-12 Y4 590622 40 82mm 2 WIA
031310 Mar A/2-12 Y4 580616 15 82mm Neg
040830 Mar C/3-4 BR 172519 3 82mm Neg
091840 Mar 1-22 FSB YA 613602 60 §2mn 1 WIA
121405 Mar 1-22 FSB Y4 613602 62 82mm 1 WIA
i 120952 Mar  4£/2-35 Yh 658486 30 60mm Neg
|
: 131917 Mar 2+35 FSB Yn 675536 L5 60mn - Neg
i Inclosure 9
| CoNFIDENTIAL
l
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DTG UNIT LOCATION RDS  TilE CAS
130107 Mar  1-22 FSB Yi 613602 109  8m 3 WIk
132300 Mar  1Z 3T YA 850455 100 82mm 47 WIA
140105 Mar  1-22 F3B Yi 610600 32 &am Neg
140436 Mar 2-35 FSB  Yi 676537 80 60/3mm 24 WIA
140715 Mar c/j-'s YA 654472 6  60mn Neg
140120 Mar  LZ 3T YA 850455 230  8am 1 KIh, 12 WIA
160340 Mar 4/3.8 Yh 686476 10  82m Neg
160918 Mar B/1-12 Y 758386 2 82mm Meg
162100 Mar 1-12 FSB YA 757386 60 Gimm 10 WIA
201020 Mar ' 1-69 BR 0753963 6  €Omm Keg
211535 Mar  C/2-35 Y 680560 32°  82mn Contact (see
Inci 1) )
211930 Mar 2-35 FSB YA 675533 30 82m Neog
mé45 Mar 4A/2-35 Y. 66576 4 8am Neg
212100 Mar  4/2-35 Yi 665576 50  82mm ‘Neg
220610 Mar  4,C/2-35 Y4 683567 30 S2am Neg
240140 Mar A/z,—35 YA 676563 €  82m Neg
OLOM10 Apr 1-12 FSB YA 757386 10 8m Neg
TOTAL NUMBER ROUNDS RECEIVED: 1641
#ocations not shown or overlay.
Inclosure 9 2
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@7:405 ot for .
m! 2 MORTAR ATTACKS
GENAEE - MAP150,000 SERIES |
v (FOR SHEET NRS SEE PARA
Careie wat a2 A(TION REPORT- $AM

o2 206 joMAR (0)82

240140 BARKD)B2
= 211585 MAR (22) 52

5‘45’ MARGN 82
90131 MAR(90)8 3
.«-l‘?w FE& (P}

7 (50707 FEB2D 82 131917 MAR (a5)60
/,m-m MAR(25) 60182
211930 Mar (30) 52

232250 FeB(30)82

SWI3% FEB(7) 60/82 X
s 120952 MAR (30) 60 it

160340 MAR(j0)E2
\-i1a07/5 MAR(i)4P

45

57

NO'LE'—G LOCATIONS NOT £fHOWN &N OVERLAY
T

LOCATION NO RDS TYPE
061945 JAN BR 209525 “f 82 MM
14700 FLB AR 22730 {2) 82 MM g a2
220000 F&B YA 724284 uo; 22 MM ,
201940 FEB ZA 11027i 82 MM .m oy
e B B B
{
NOTE: TOTAL RDS REFIECTED N THE OVERLAY: 164] 604, MM TAB (%NI;,OD éNHa_-I_o’
[




2iNerea (k0182
cl lﬂlﬂrfl% (92)82

JAR(S) 82
\E O30 E2
72 20C10MAR ()82

/40 MARG0IB2
211638 MAR (92) 52

31917 MAR (5160
0836 MAR(25) 60/02

R11930 MAR (30) B2

FEB(30)82

rwo FER{ %) 60/82
AR (30) 60

150340 MAR(10)E2
rﬂ) 0

o avERLNY
5 TYPE

82 M
82 MM
82 MM
82 MM
g2mm
60 MM

THE OVERLAY: l64] 604gp MM

MORTAR ATTACKS
MAP 150,000 SERILS L7014

(FOR SHEET NRS SEE PARA 3, (OMBAT AFTER

ACTION REPORT- SAM HoUS$TON)
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CHRONCLOGICAL SUMMIRY OF OPERATIONS (C)

¢. Operations, The following is a chronological summery of combat
operstions conducted by division during Operation SAM HOUSTOR., Significant
contacts are illustrated at inclosurc 11,

l.Jonuary. Turing the New Year truce, the division conducted
local reconnaissance and prepared for future operations,

2 January, Division units continued patrolling activities and
1st Squadron, 10th Cavairy began security operations along route 509, 19 west
and 14B. 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry commenced movement to Hammond Airfield.

3 January. The 24 Brigade CP located at YiB50455 was hit with
approximately 40 &2mm mortar rounds during a 15 minute period, Twelve soldiers
were wounded, 22 vehicles were damaged and two individual weapons were de=~
stroyed, The 3d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division completed movemcnt to Hammond
hirfield and came under OPCON of the lst Cavalry Division (iM).

L Jamuary. & squad from Company B, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry
received 10-15 rounds of mortar fire weat of New PLEI DJERENG. One mining
incident on route 19 west resulted in two US WIA,

5 January,

6 January, Company A, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry received 12
romds of enemy mortar fire at BR299525, One hospitel building (empty), 62
huts and 51 bunkers were destroyed by artillery and air strikes.

7 January. The 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry assisted a VIETNAMESE
radio station under ground attack by providing supporting fires, The l1st
Squadron, 10th Cavalry captured six V(S and 7300 pounds of rice, The lst
Battalion, 69th Armor received five rounds of friendly artillery fire at
YA794518 resulting in nine US WIi, The division base camp went on an alert
status in conjunction with an enemy mortar attack on Camp Holloway., Company
B, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry was airlifted to AR796466 to aid in the
defense of Camp Holloway.

8 January, Troop B, lst Squadron, 10th Cavlary located 11 tons
of rice at YA974335. .

% January. Three tons of rice were found at YA9735, Company A,
attalion, 35th Infantry received twe mortar rounds at BRIG0570 resulting
hree US WiA, A base canp patrol apprehended 27 debainess gt ARBOALOS.

N

d R
in ¢

1

10 January. Riot control agents (RCA) were used to contaminate
ceves at YAG93536, The base camp reaction platoon working with Company C,
1st Battalion, 12th Infantry captured 15 detainees during a search of four
villages (AR778430, iR773418, AR812534; and AR7B5443).

11 January.

12 Jamuary. The 1lst Sguadron, 10th Cevalry located five tons of
rice,

Inclosure 10
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CONEIDENTIAL
13 January,

14 January. 7 }l

15 January.

o 16 Jariuary, Company C, 24 Battalion, 8th Infantry discovered
a VC/NVA hospital site consisting of &5 mets at YAGB5538.

17 Jahuary.
18 January.

19 January. One helicopter from the 4th Aviation Battalion
received small arms fire at ZAl72586, causing one US KIf, three U3 WIA and
damage to-the helicopter's hydraulic system.

20 January. Troop B, lst Squadron, 10th Cavalry received small-
erms fire at Zi100520. An enemy complex of eight foxholes and machine gun
emplacements surrounded by punji stakes was destroyed near ZA154267. Company
C, lst Battalion, 6%th Armnor destroyed five bunkers at Y4913358 and one bunker
at I:'\gll-ﬂ&o

21 January.
22 January,

23 January. A Civilian Irregular Defense Group Company operating
with the lst Battalion, 69th Armor located two rice ceches totaling 2200
pounds.

2l, Jenuary. Troop D, 1lst Squadron, 10th Cavalry provided armed
helicopter support to the PHU NHON area with action resulting in two VMC KIA,
Othor clements of the lst Sguadron, 10th Cavalry located a 1000 pound rice
cache at ZA0O3331.

25 Jenuary. A helicopter crashed at.Zh025326 from mechanical
failure resulting in two US WIA.

26 January. lst Battalion, 8th Infantry moved from TUY HOA by

air to the 4th Division area of operation on 20 JEIUATY.

27 January, Compeny C, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry destroyed
seven huts and captured 2500 pounds of rice.

28 January.
2% January.
30 January.

31 January.
1 February. & 4th LAvistion Battalion OH~-2) aireraft recelved

Inclosure 10
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ground fire vicinity Ya738248 and Y£552230, wounding the observer in the

shoulder,

2 February.

Acro-rifle {latoon, Trocp D, 1lst Squadron, 1Oth

Cavelry conducting a scarch and clear operation located 400 pounds of rice

vicinity 21038452,

3 February.
Forces camp at DUC CO was
tween US and ARVN Special

At 2250 hours, a report was recelved. that Special
having internal problems with contact erupting be-
Forces elements, One tank platoon deployed to a

standby location approximately five kilomsters east of DUC CO on Highway 19

west.
from II Corps (iRVN) sent
size patrol 2d Battalion,
YA691530 resulting in the
located & base camp area,
and 30 bunkers. All were

I‘ Febmry .

A principal staff officer, this headquarters, end ¢ senior officer

to DUC CO to take cherge and restore order, Platoon
&th Infantry made contact with three NVA vicinity
capture of one NVA and one AK-47, The same patrol
vicinity YA684523, containing approximately 50 huts
destroyed,

i patroli from Company A, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry

discovered and destroyed 20 bunkers vicinity YA683537. Base camp reaction
platoon conducted search and clesr operation in village at AR877364 and
apprehended three VMCS and one informer. Six bunkers at YA565517 were
destroycd by air strikes,

5 February: st Squadrun, 1Oth Cavalry discovered and destroyed
a tunnel complex with barbed wire entanglements at YA89944%5, Air strikes in
support of divisj.on operations destroyed 16 huts and 15 bunkers.

6 February. Company B, 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry on a search
and destroy missior destroyed 32 bunkers and two huts at YA718399. Company i,
2d Battalion, 35th Infantry on a search and destroy mission located and
destroyed 50 bunkers at YA951082 end 25 bunkers at YA964105, Alao at the
latter location they destroyed 200 pounds of rice, 50 pounds salt and six huts,
Company A, lst Battalion, 8th Infantry patrol received sniper fire resulting
in one US WIA., Base camp perimeter received small arms fire from 0125 to
0400 hours.

7 February. Compeny B, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry destroyed 10
bunkers at Yi960100, They also destrsyed 10 bunkers with overhead cover and
200 rounds 7,62 machine gun ammunition vicinity YA906105, and five huts vieindty
Y4935076. Alr strikes in support of division operations destroyed eight
bunkers and three huts.

8 February. Company A4, %1 Battalion, 8th Infaniry destroyed 50
huts in vicinity of YAOGB754L. ‘

9 February, Division helicopter crashed vicinity of YATIL384, no
injuries, but damage unknown, “2d Brigede rceondc made contact. at YAS&T56)
with an unknown <ize force; one US WIA. Reconnaissance Platoos, 2d Battalion,
8th Infantry being landed at YA71l4384 sustuined eight WIA's while jumping
from helicopters, Company C, 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry locuated and destroyed
20 foxholes, 10 with overhead cover,

10 February, A 2d Brigade resondo patrol received small arms and
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automatic weapons fire at YAS57952,. Fire was returned; results were three 9 £
NV KTA; two US WIA.

11 February. Company C, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry destrcyed
30 huts at YA925055,

12 February. Company B, 1lst Battalion, 22d Infantry and Company
C, 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry OPCON to 2d Brigade moved dcross the NAM
SATHAY River at YA6L2561.

A s o R Bt~

13 February.

- L

1), February. At 2230 hours 2d Brigsde Forward CP at YA850455
received 70 mortar rounds resuliang in nine WIA.

15 February. At (%30 hows Company C, lst Battalion 12th Infantry
made squad size sweeps out from the perimeter of their fire support base, The
sweeps on the northern side of the perimeter met negative resistance, however,
the sweep to the southeast and the sweep to the southwest met heavy automatic
weapons fire approximately 100 meters from the perimeter. The two squads
began withdrawing back toward the perimeter, One returned without difficulty,
the other was pinned down in a ravine for an hour before it was able to move
back inside the perimeter. Artillery and air strikes were called intc the
arca, These had to be brought in closer as the enemy kept moving towards the
perimeter in spite of heavy small arms and machine gun fire. During the
morning 40-50 morter rounds were received, but caused no damage. In the same
period, several attacks were made on the perimeter from the south and southwest
with the enemy advancing to within 30 meters of the bunkers occupied by

Company C.

4t 1330 hours, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry (-) began reinforce-— i
ment with the two remaining rifle companies, As the aircraft aporoached the :
landing %“one, they received a heavy volume of small arms and automatic weapons
fire, Eventually, eight ships were able to land approximately two squads of
Company B, but all received hit® as they lifted out of the landing zone. The
two squads from Company B and a squad from Company C began a sweep to the
south anu southwest of the perimeter, and made heavy contact, By this time :
the rest of Company B had landed and moved ocut ¢f the perimeter to link up i
with the composite platoon and continue the sweep., They too were hit by a 3
heavy volwie of small arms and automatic weapons fire, Company B soon had
two platoons pinned down and cut off from the perimetecr,

Company A and the battalion CP accompained by the 8lmm and 4.2
inch-mortars completed their 1ift into the LZ by 1720 hours. Company A was
immediately sent out to assist “ompany B, Company A formed a cotridor and
Company B began evacuating their dead and wounded back to Lhe perimeter., The
8lmn mortars provided close support for Company A with the 4,2 inch mortars
providing blocking fires to the south and west. ifter much fierce fighting,. i
heavy use of supporting fires and the cover of darkness; the two companies i
were able to break contact and move into the perimeter; closing by 2000 hours.
Lir and artillery were employed to prevemt the enamy Irom .sweeping.the battle

ares.
L sweep of the area on the 16th discovered 113 NVA KIA (BC),
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four NVAC WIA, 30 iK=-47's, six SKS rifles, eight B~40 1ocket launchers, a
Jarge quantity of field gear,

US losses were 12 KIA and 42 WL,

lst Battalion, 224 Infantry helilifted into new fire support
bass at YASL3402 and received sniper fire resulting in one US WIA.

16 Pebruary. A4th Aviation Battalion UH-1D craft received demaging
ground fire and was forced to land at lst Bettalion, 22d Infantry's fire
support base, Base camp patrol fircd upon b snipers; rcaction platoon com=
mitted in support of patrol amd apprehended nine detainees, Four mining
incidents on rcute 19'west.

Company C, 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry, At 1245 hours, the 1lst
platoon made contact with an unimown size encmy force at YA672502. As the
platoon returned fire and mancuvered, the enemy force, larger than initially
estimated, attempted to outflank the platoon, The platoon leader reorganized
his forces into & perimeter apd called for artillery. Because of the noise
and thick vegetation, he was unablc to adjust the artillery by sound or sight,
but was able to talk gunships in close to his perimetaer for close support.
The enemy fires were very intense with a preponderance of automatic weapons
fire, many sniper positions and effective mortar rounds.

The company (-~) from their night location moved aggresively
through harassing sniper fire to reinforce the lst. platoon, - Close in artillery
and air fires were called. The company formed & corridor and withdrew to more
advantageous ground to the rear,

Shortly, after the establishment of the new perimeter, the enemy,
using the dense foilage for concealment, attempted to crawl close to the
perimeter and throw grenades, They also employed B~LO rockets and at 1/ ast
four heavy machine guns,

it this time, approximately 1545 hours, the NVA appeared to become
confused, misoriented, and lost much of their momentum, This was due in a
large part to the ertremely close air support and the heavy volume of small
arms fire used against the massed attacks. The M=-16 rifle and M79 cannister

round proved highly effettive at such close ranges,

The enemy casualties were 114 KIA (BC) and an additional 200 NVA
were estimated as casualties,

Priendly cogualties were 23 KIA and 21 WIA.

Approximately the same time at YA598615, Company A, lst Battalion,
21 Infantry was moving west with one squad out as point, The point made
contact with an enemy force that was apparently moving east, The point squad
deployed and soon became pinned down by a heavy volume of automatic weapons
fire,

The undergrowth in this arca was extremely dense. The enemy tock
advantage of this dnd deployed numerous accurats snipers in the trees and
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undergrowth very close to Company Atse position, '3

Company A organized a defensive perimetor and began using close
artillery support and air strikes including CBU and naplam, A heavy volume
of fire was placed on snipert!s positions as soon as they were determined.

Company C, lst Battalion, 224 Infantry moved toward Company A's
perimeter and its point squad made contact about 250 meters out. The companies
linked up and the vnumy appeared to bmcak- contact, 4 sweep of the battle area
resulted in further contact with a large number of anipers, Air and artillery
were wsed. The enemy appeared to mthdraw to the northwest v The wesults of
this contact were 33 NVA RIA; two light machine. guns, two SKS and six tE=47's

captured, Friendly losses were 20 KTA and 21 WIA,

17 February. Reconnaissance Platoon, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry
patrolling south of the fire support base found one NVA WIA, 15 bunkers and
blood trails indicating numerous casualties from engagement on the 15th,
Company B, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry, while placing defcons on their night
position, received one fricndly round resulting in one US KIA and three US
WA, 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry's fire support base received 60 rounds of
mortar fire. Two OH-23 aircraft, while conducting visual recomneissance of
B-52 strike arca at YA568588, were forced down by ground fire and burned.
Attempt to helilift a rescue platoon to the scene was aborted because of dark-
ness. The result was four US MI4i,

18 February. Rescue task force was inserted at crash site of two
UH-23's and found two KIA's in the burned aircraft and one WIA, One survivor
had left the area to look for water and could not be located when task force
was extracted, Company C, 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry on search and destroy
mission found 15 NVA KIA, seven AK-47's, and one machine gun resulting from |
engagenent on 16 February. There were three mining incidents on route 14B..

19 February., 1lst Brigade Headquarters began movement. from TUY
HOA to New PLEI DJi:RENG YA850L55, Division TAC CP moved to same vicinity
and became operational, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry recondo patrol made
contact with three NVA resulting in three NVA KIA,

20 February, Company C, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry on a search
and destroy operation located an enemy weapons cache in a hut at YAS8LLE9
including three 60mm mortars, four French light machine guns, and ammunition,
Company C, lst Battalion, 1l2th Infantry located three WVA KIA from previous
action while patrolling in vicinity of the battalion fire support base. For=
ward base of Company /, lst Battalion, 69th Armor received 60-100 rounds of
portar fire but with negative damage or casualties. A UH-1D helicopter during
a4 helilift of a platoon of the 3d Batitalion, 8th Infantry had an accident on
landing resulting in four US WIA. Two mining incidents on route 509 resulting
in two US WI4,

21 February. 1lst Brigade completed airlift from TUY HOA to New
PLET DJZRENG requiring a total of 75 C-130 sorties.

The 2d Platoon, Company B, 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry, conducting
a voutine swecp of the area cast of the company night perimeter st YA691592,

-
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qq came upon a well used trail, Approximately the same time the Lih platoon
swooping the west side came upon the same trail., The 24 platoon was in-
structed to follow the trail to the east and the L4th platoon to the west.
Two aquads from 3d platoon were sent to reinforce the 2d platoon and two
aquads from the lst platoon were sent to reinforco the 4th platoon,

The 24 platoon iollowod the trail and came to within 25 meters
of what later proved to be the rear of an NVA . heavy weapons company position.
The platoon was fired upon from the front and from one flank, The platoon
! returned the fire with all organic weapons, The machine gunners moved
3 forward and placed the enemy positions under heavy fire allowing the rest of
the platoon to disengage and withdraw through the two squads of the 3d platoon
which had set up a base of fire, Both platoons withdrew back to the company
perimeter, Artillery defensive concentrations were fired close to the company
perimeter,

o LR

BRI iz

The NVA surrounded the perimcter. Snipers in trees, supported by
morters and protected by small arms and automatic weapons, caused heavy
casuslties, With no prepared positions, the company was pinned down by the
accurate sniper fire. However, enemy reconnaissance probes were repulsed
and at least 15 enemy snipers were killed, M79 grenade launchers firing the
shotgun round were very effective sgainst the snipers.

AR i

s g

Eneny losses were: 11 NVA KIA (BC), 32 NVA KIA (visual observa=-
tion) and an estimated 30 more NVA elther KIA or WIA due to ground actinn,
hdditionslly, 75-100 NVA were probably killed or wounded by air and artillery.

3 -2 ORI R i

S s

US losses were: Seven KIA and 34 WIA,

e

22 February, Company B, 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry received 30
mortar rounds inside the perimeter at 0210 hours resulting in one US KIA and
27 US WIA, One mining incident occurred on highway 19 West.

23 February. Company A, lst Battalicon, 8th Infantry located an
estimated battalion=size base camp v1c1nity YAG80606 with 345 bunkers and 25
foxholes, The complex was destroyed. Company B, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry
on a search and destroy operation located an estimated battalion-size base
camp at YA676487, Thirty bunkers, cach having overhead cover and fighting
positions, were discovered and do-troyed. One mining incident occurred on

highway 19 West,

24, February, Company A, 1lst Battalicn, 8th Infantry on a search
and destroy operation 1ocat¢d 19 bunkers, 1000 pounds of rice ama three NVA
bodies in shellow graves at YA6$3538.

25 February, Coupany B, 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry conducting
a search and destroy operation in cénjunction with a MIKE FORCE from C
Detachment, USSF PLEIKU located an estimated company size base camp at 1A
698595 containing two NVA bodigs in shallow graves, 25 bunkers, and 40 pounds
of rice.

T T O 18 NG TN, LoAh b g N T o T e T A i

| Company A, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry moved out from fire
support base 501 located at YA602547 on a scarch and destroy mission toward

Inclosure 10 7

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

hill 770, Yi583535. At approximately 1030 hours, the point man fired on an
NVA, thus springing an attempted ambush (L shwped formation). The compary
halted and, as the fire increased to their t.ont, withdrew to the high ground
to their rear and formed a defensive perimeter, The NVA began moving around
Coupany A's left flank in an attempt to deny them the hill. At the same time
the 3d platoon became involved in an intensive fire fight on the left. Enemy

snipers were used extensively, Through the use of mertars and air strikes

QIS LUICN CALLLSAYR voase Ui AWl S LA LAE MWL adury

tha sniper fire on the right was practically eliminated, The intensive eniper
fires persisted on the left.

s0¢

Company C, lst Battalion, 12tt Infantry, northwest of Company A,
moved towards Company A and closed at 1500 hours,

Under heavy sniper fire, a landing zone was cut, After two vain
attempts by a CH=47, two OH=-23's were able to cvacuate the wounded. One
helicopter was disabled by striking its tail rotor on a tree,

Ths enemy personnel losses were 48 KIA (BC) and three WIA/CIA,
all NVA,.

Friendly.losscs were one KIA and 30 WIA,

26 February., Company A, lst Battalion,-12th Infantry cenducted
searoh of battle area and located three NVA KIA, three NVA WIA, 12 AK-47's,
four SKS rifles, four light machine guns, one B-40O rocket ‘launcher. Platoon
from Company A, lst Battalion 12th Infantry made contact with unlqiown size
foree; two US WIA. Company C, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry engsged and killed
two NVA. One mining incident resulting in four US WIA.

27 February. Recondo patrol, 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry made
contact with 12 NVA and exchanged fire resulting in two NVA KI4; the récondo
patrol was extracted, Company B, lst Battalion, 22d Infantry received one
KIA end two WIA when & friendly 105mu artillery round lended short. OCne
mining incident occurred on route 509,

28 February, One short artillery round firing in support of
Company A, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry resulted in two WIA, One 8lmm mortar
round fell short while firing a defcon for the Reconnaissance Platoon, 3d
Battalion, 8th Infantry:wounding one individual., One mining incident on
route 509,

' 1 March, Artillery firing in support of Company B, lst Battalion,
8th Infantry had one round explode pre-meturely in a tree resulting in one US

v
n .

2 March., 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry's fire support base
received 50 mortar rounds resulting in two US KIA and two US WIA, 1st
Squadron, 10th Cavalry had six WIA as a result of a tree burst fired by
friendly artillery vicinity ZA110275, An Armor/Infantry team from Lst
Battalion, 69th Armor located and destroyed 12 bunkers and elght huts,

Coripany B, 1lat Battalion, 22d Infantry moved in a column for-
mation, and came under heavy sniper fire. The company was pinned down by the
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ires coming from a heavily wooded hill, Use of artillery and air support
allowed the conpeny to.nznenver the battalion yecormalssanoe -plitoon wide to
the left while the company lald down a heavy volume of fire on the enemy
position, The attack was auccessful and the onemy withdrew to the wost,

Ereny losses were two NVA KIA,- but several large blood trails
indicated more were killed or seriously wounded, Documents indicated the
unit wos the 19th Mortar Company of the 32d Regiment,

Friendly losses wore two WIA

3 March, 1lst Battalion, 8th Infantry recondo patrol found nine
NVA bodies aprroxdimately three weeks old at YA675505. 5th Battalion, 1l6th
Artillery located at 2d Battalion, Sth Infantryts fire support base had a
premature detonation on a round 40 feet from the muzzle of an 8 inch gun
resulting in one KIA and {ive WIA, Company C, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry
killed one NVA during a combat assault into a landing zone at YA761549. lst
Battalion, 12th Infantry's firae support base received epproximately 40 rounds
of 82mm mortar fire, Company B, lst Battalion, 12th Infantry made contact
with an unjnown eize encrmy force at YA590622., During the night sniper fire
and 15 rounds of mortar fire resulted in two US WIA. Company A, lst Battalion,
22d Infantry attacked a suspected encumy mortar location. They were engaged
by the cnemy with small arms fire and received 15 rounds of mortar fire. The
enemy broke contact and withdrew; results were 10 NVA KIA, one US KIiA, and
nine US WIA,

4 March,

5 March. Company i, lst Battalion, 22d Infantry engaged 12 NVA
resulting in two NVA KIA,

6 March,

7 March, Company A, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry located 500
pounds of rice at YA766583, Two mining incidents occurred on highway 509B,

8 March. During a helilift of 1lst Battalion, 12th Infantry a
UH-1D crashed due to mechanical failure injuring five US and destroying the
aircraft, One mining incident occurred on route 19 Weat-=

9 March. 1lst Battalion, 22d Infantry received 60 82m mortar
rounds at their fire support base resulting in one WIA.

10 March., Company A, lst Battalion, 22d Infantry found enemy
weapons and equipment cache at YA603655. It contained nine French, one
German 7.9mm, and one US cal,50 machine guns, two EE-8 telephones, three
cases of documents and books, and ammunition of various calibers. Company B,
2d Battalion, 35th Infantry found and destroyed a bunker complex consisting
of 4O bunkers at YA6D3655. Reconnaissance Flatoon, lst Battalion, 8th Infantry
found 1500 pounds of rice in a hut. A platoon from lst Battalion, 22d Infantry
found a large bunker and living complex at YA598589; 160 bunkers and 205 huts
were destroyed. One mining incident on route 14B.

11 March. Company A, 24 Battalion, 35th Infantry located a
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company size defengive position with 25 bunkers. FEngineers in support of lst
Battalion, 22d Infantry removed & mine field at Yi903386. | One individual e

stepped ¢n a mine resulting in one KIi and one WIA, Two mining incidents
occurred on route 14B,

12 March, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry r~reived 52 rounds of $2mm
mortar fire in four.separate attacks resulted in 14 US WIA, Ons mining
incident occurred on route 148,

At 0910 hours, Company i, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry was moving
southwest to make a reconnaissance of a B=52 strike area from & night location
at YA663489 when they contacted two NVA on a parallel trail which were engaged
and killed, Scon thereafter the cempany received heavy automatic weapoas fire
from bunkers very closc to their front. Attempts to maneuver soon resulted
in the company.being pinncd down, Each platoon had been allowed to approach
and move inside a bunker complex before the enemy opened fire,

Company C was lifted to YA655476 and began moving to the northwest
to set up a blocking postiion southwest of Company A.

Company B was lifted to a landing ®one at YAG,8501 by 1530 hours,
They moved towards Company A, About 1800 hours, the company came under intense
fire from close range, The enemy had allowed the company to move to within
10 meters before opening fire, The company commander maneuvered his platoons
on lire and gained fire superiortiy. By this time the company was 150 meters
from Company A. Company B formed a perimeter. During this time the enewy,
employed a preplanned mortar barrage hitting the right flapk platoon of the
company, Company B was directed to fall back, evacuate its casualties, ard
set up & new perimeter.

Company C, 2¢ Battalion, 35th Infantry had moved up to within
300 meters of Company A by 2200 hours vhon Company C ¢are urdcr intunse
automatic weapons fire. Further attempts to link resulted in finding an
isolated squad of Company A. The confusion and darkness aaused the company to
establish a perimeter and wait. for morning,

The NVA withdrew during the night,

The next day _sweep was mede by all three companies of the battle
area, Three bunker complexes wore discovered having several connecting trails.

Enemy casualties were 55 KIA (BC) and extimated 200 casualties
total. .

Friendly casualtiss were
KIA, 26 WIA; Co C ~ five WIA; HHC -
- one WIA,

13 March. 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry condutted a comtat assault
at 0645 hours and set up blocking positions at YA649508, north of 2d Battalion,
35th Infantry's contact on 12 March. At 1130 hours, 3d Battelion, 8th Infantry
was helilifted into blocking positions at YA730505, southwest of ihe area of
23 Battalion, 35th Infantry's contact. Search of battle area by the 2d
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Battalion, 35th Infantry resulted in finding 27 NVA KIA, The 2d Battalion,
35th Infantry's fire suppott base, located at YA676535, received €0 mortar
rounds; negative cacualties, 1st Battalion, 22d Infantry's fire support baae
received 121 rounds of 82mm wortar fire during six separate daylight attacks;
results 3 US WIA.

14 March, 3T complex received an estimated 310 rounds of 8Z2ma
nortar in an attack that lasted from 132300 hours until 140200 hours, An
undetermined number of B-49 rocket rounds and 75mm recoiless rifle rounda wore
received. From 0655 to 0700 hours 3T again received an estimated 30 rownds of
82mm mortar; results of both attacks were onc KIA and 47 WIA, 4 sweep of the
perimeter resulted in finding 75mm recoiless shell casings and two NVA KIA
with C-4 tied around their waists, Company C, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry re-
celved 80 rounds of 82mm mortar fire in twe separate attacks resulting in 24
WIA. 1lst Battalion, 22d Infantry fire suprort base received three separate
mortar attacks totaling 26 rounds of 82%mm mortar. Two nining incidents on
509B resulting in two US KJA and one US WIA,

On the morning of 13 March Company &, lst Battalion, 22d Infantey
was sent out of the fire base with the mission to locate the enemy mortar
position,

At night fall the company halted, During the night, mortars were
heard leaving tubes to the northeast. The next morning the-company began
moving toward the northeast., The company became heavily engaged anc two pla-
toons were pinned down after attempts to maneuver., After heavy fighting and
with much difficulty the company was able to form a perimeter and call in
artillery, air and mortdr fires. The enemy broke contact late in the afternoon
and withdrew,. :

Enemy casudlties were 29 NVA KIA (BC), and an estimated 25 NVA KIA
were reroved from the battle area by the enemy before the area could be
searched,

Friendly casualties were 16 KIA and 30 WIA,

15 March. Company A, 1lst Battalion, 8th Infantry located 11 NVA
KI4 within a bunker complex at YA67450L4. Company C, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry
located 12 NVA KTA at YAGTYW504, in the vicinity of their 12 March contact.
Company A, lst Battalion, 22d Infantry located 25 NVA KIA at YA600585. Company
C located five NVA XIA and one NVA WIA at YA600583 resulting from Company Als
12 March contact, Two mining incidents occurred on route 509 and two more on
route 509B,

16 March, Company A, 3d Battalion, 8th Infantry received 10
rounds of 82mm mortars. 1st Battalion, 12th Infantry conducted a combat
assault in a landing zone at Yi758368. The landing zone was occupied by an
estimated NVA platoon which engaged the rYirst elements with small arms,
automatic weapons and command detonated mines. 7This action resulted in five
US KIA, 13 WIA, one UH~1D destroyed and seven damaged. Ten NWVA were KIA,
Company B, 1lst Battalion, 22d Infantry made contact with an NVA squad resulting
in seven NVi KT7i; two US KIA and five WIA,

iarch. Company B, 1st Battallon, 12th Infantiry madc contect
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with an entimated NVAL platoon at YA769391 resulting in four NVA KIA, one US .
KIA and seven WL\, Company C, lst Battalion, 12th Irfantry made contact with / oy
an unknown size NVi .force resulting in 10 NVA KIA, .one US KIA and six WIA. 4n
ambush patrol, lst Battalion, 22d Infantry killed two NVA at YA613602.

18 March., Patrol from lst Battalion, 69th Armor located threec 750
pounds bombs and seven 90ma projectles -at BROE3I3LS. Al were destroyed in
place. One mining incident occurred on route 19 west.

19 March.

20 March,- Patrel from isi Battalion, 6Sth frmor recelved en
estimated 10 rounds of 60mn mortar fire vicinity of BRO75409. Two wining
ineidents occurred on route 509B, :

21 March. . Company C, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry made heavy con= .
tact at 1540 hours with an estimted N\ company at Y4i680560. They were
receiving smali arms, automatic weapons and mortar fires, Contact was broken
at 1739 hours, Results: 22 US KIA, 53 US WIA. Company A, 2d Battalion, 35th
Infantry moved north from battalion fire support base and linked up with
Company C at 1950 hours, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry's fire support base
received 30 rounds of 82mm mortar fire at 1930 to 1940 hours,

22 March, Company A and C, 2d Battalion, 35th Infantry received
an estimated 30 rounds of 82wn morter fire. Search of the battle area by
Company C revealed 16 NVii XKIA,.

A re_ondo patrol, lst Battalion, Sth. Infantry lost radio contact
for an extended period. Company A and B, lst Battalion, 8th Infantry were .
sent to search for them, it 0730 hours, Company A, lst Battalion, 8th Infantry
moving in two colimns came under autopatic: weapons fire around the flanks
bringing the antire conpany into contact, A direct hit from a mortar round or
a B-40 rocket round killed the company commander and artillery forward observer.
With the resulting break in commmications, effective, close-in artillery fires
were not available., The company fought most-of the engagoment at close range
from two scparate perimeters,

Company B, lst Battalion, 8th Infantry moved toward the sound of
the battle on a company line, The company became heavily engageds The
company was temporarily split but soon reconsoclidated.

The enenyy eventually broke contact and withdrew to the southwest.

Enemy personnel losses were 136 NVA XIa (BC).

US losses were 27 KIA-and 48 WIA,

23 March., Company A, 24 Battalion, 35th Infantry made contact
with two NVi resulting in two NVA KIA. Companies A and B, lst Battalion, 8th
Infantry encountered two NVA attempting to police the battle field. Result:
two NVi KIA, Two mining incidents occurred.on. route 509. One mining incident
occurred on route 19 West.

2/, March, Companies A an. B,:2d ‘Battalion 35th Infantry continu-

Inclosure 10

2
CoNECIDENTIAL

e 98 I D AU, 57 AT WS T

sl i 13 4

e o e




K et g

0%

P ITI s s e e o

CONFIDENTIAL

s ing to sweep battle area located 21 NVA KIA. Company A, 2d Bettalion, 35th

Infantry located 10 NVA bodies estimated three days old in shaliow graves.
Company A observed &0mm mortar rounds landing 200 meters from their night
location; later five 60rm mortar rounds landed outside their perimeter.

25 March,

206 March., Three mining incidents occurred on route 19 Weat
resulting in two WIi,

27 Marcha
28 March, One mining incident occurred on route 19 West.
29 March, Two mining incldents occurred on route 509B.

30 March., 1st Batta.hon, 224 Infaniry took 34 detainees during
a cordon and search of & village in A0 northwest of PLEIXU.

31 March., 2d Bmgade, reconde petrol made contact with eight VMC
at Zi136207 and resulted in six VMC KIA, one light machine gun captured,

1 April, 4th Aviation Battalion UNH-1C received ground fire
forcing the helicopter down. Two crewmen were WIA and the aircraft was
destroycd.

2 April. Cotpany B, lst Battalion, 22d Infantry received auto-
matic weapons fire vicinity Zi088524 resulting in one US WIA. It also located
two tons of rice and 60 pounds of salt at Z.098528. One mining incident
occurred on route 19 West,

3 April. Company A, 2d Battalion, 8th Infantry found 300 pounds
of rice in the vicinity of ZA09518l, During the process of destroying the rice
two US were WIA by punji sticks. Company B, lst Battalion, 22d Infantry
recelved 30-40 rounds of small arms fire resulting in cne US WIA., Artillery
placed on suspected enemy locstion resulting in one NVA KIA, 3d Battalion,
12th Infantry returned to operational control of the 4th Infantry Division at
030001,

4 April, One mining incident occurred on route 14B. One mining
incident on route 19 West,

5 Aprid Company C, 2d Battalion; &th Infaniry received friendly

srpl taw alll

81mm mertar rounds resulting in 12 US WIA, The rounds were fired by their
mortar platoons The accident was the result of a deflection error. Company C,
1st Battalion, 22d Infantry locatcd 500 pounds of rice vicinity ZA107562.

Operation SAM HOUSTON terminated 052400 hours.

Inclosure 10 13

CONFIDENT AL

s

[P




. ‘\“N %&N“MHMR
« FIRE sushoRT \‘,\,““9? AND FORWARD (P ADEAS
(o MAP 1:50,000 SERIES L7014
(FIR $HEET NRS,4EE PARAZ,COMBAT AFTER ACTION

REPORT- SAM HOUSTON)

VB 22FEB-2MAR
D112 6% MAR

@1/& 4-11 MAR

€)1/22 15 FED-1B MAR

@ 2/35 3-9MAR

25 27FEB-BMAR
@112 15 FEB -8 MAR @f'/ FER-BMAL

@2/5 20 JAN-9IMAR
2/35 9-28 MAR

2/e B-20 JAN
2/3517-27 FEB

1J§ 13-18 MAR —— :
318 18-23 MAR -

— e ™

—- Df22 1-15 AN

J

Y215 FEB DD MAR-5RPR

©O1/8 11-13MAR

2°BPE 1JAN-26MAR

112 1-30 JAN

1J22 4-10 JAN

122 T1IAN-ABFEB

18 16-Z1TER

17 BDE 197ED- 3T MAR

biv Tic (P 20 FEB-28MAR
38 20FEB-16 MAR

7/8 9-29 MAR

1069 15-23 JAN
122 18-29MAR é

Vet 22-270A8 &

& 5 o0c 338




12 i3 FEB-18 MAR

FEB -8 MAR

Q) 2/35 27FER-3MAR

) 1 PV TAC (P 20 FEB-28MAR

& 18 4-11 MAR

@2/35 3-9 MAR

@El& 20 JAN-9MAR
2/35 9-28 MAR

2/8 3-20 JAN
2/3517-27 FLB
18 13-18 MAR -
3/8 16-79 MAR

112 WJIAN-2FEB
1/8 21-22 FEB

—2°BDE 1JAN-26MAR

\p— Y
1 -
122 S1IAN-16FEB

3T 18 16-21FER
' 15TBDE 19FE B~ 31 MAR

3/ 20FEB-18 MAR
—2/8 9-29 NAR

S22 10-15 JAN

/

Y2215 1E8 @ D11 16NAR-57PR S
149 1523 JAN 2 '
G1j2e 15-3MAR D i W
. S

/
/ :
/
\ V69 22-2740 &
/
A
/
(

@B |5*BDE 3 MAR-5APR
@ 1/8 TIMAR- 4APR 3/8 29 MaR~5APR
’ 1/69 22 29 JpN

\ um_

N é{ss 1617 F£8
s 18-21 AR 35 13- §LB YA941013
- Y845 AR
INCLOZURE 11-1 : mm%g
N }

N



/ﬂp

13
54
%1}32_25_30.1‘#.
&)V 2900 -6 aPr
/10 2-17 JAN
Y22 15-17 JAp
@ g 23-%0 JAN

1770 18 -25 JAN

D1y 24-25 Imv

2 26 MAR -5APE
ﬁf%nf 29MAR - SAPR

1/i0,26-28 VAN

128, 17-25 JAN

1/%, 27 -26 JAN
@2/5!, 29 IV -BELE

@ 1722 29 MAR- BArR

D325 K ,1-2 I

CODFIDENTIAL &
FIRE SUPPORT BASES ¢ FO RWARDS
MAP 150,000 SERIES L7014
(FOR SHEET NR5,4EE PARA 3, (OMBS
REPCRT - $AM HoUSTON) ‘

U bMBL

INCLOSURE -2
CONFIDENTIAL




EMAR- BAPR

Qs B, 1-2 N

COMFIDENTIAL
FIRE SUPPORT BASES ¢ FORWARD (P AREAS
MAD 150,000 SERIES L0
(FOR SHEET NR5,4EE PARA 3, (OMBAT AFTER A(CTION
REPORT - $AM o USTON)

B NCLOSURE 112
B CONFIDENTIAL

(BR120549)

D43 9 aN- & APR




SIGNIFICANT (ONTACTS - OPERATION $aM HoU'STON

o MAP 050,000 SERIES L7014
6 ' (FOR SHEET NRS SEE PARA 3, (OMBAT
AFTER ALTION REPORT = SAM HOUS TON

<

70 _‘, CONFIDENTIAL

[y

iz IBFES

2/8x

ctN2-6 i( 2N

hi-8 15‘%' Ale:s -

1/4/2-8
23{? rep

i

Y

INCLOSURE 12




AFTER ACTION REPORT = SAM WaUs TN = = N

[

N\

iz I5FE8
/ 9,_3}7 A,8C, IR

K-z 2/x
25Fep ctaizg ) 10N

lk/;:-a *)j‘%' Al2:P :
X 2& K2-8
\\J uFEy
bl
(Ffﬁ;ﬁqﬁ”
x 37T

)/

AB/18 22Mar

%

NCLOSURE 12
84
e _.,.,_\L_




COMFIDENTIAL

AIR JND GROUND DEFOLTATIQN DiTs4 (0)

1>

1. (C) The follawing aerial defolistion missions were fiowni

a. 18 Feb 67 - one C-123 sprayed approximately 1000 gal of
defollant from YA6754 to Yi7351,

b. 26 Feb 67 - two C~123's sprayed approximately 3000 gallons of
defoldant from Yi6670 to YA&4s3, -

POR——o = ke ". 4 :
i

) c. 2 har 67 - three C-123's sprayed appreximately 3000 gallons of
defoliant from Yi6655 to YAT351.

de & Mar 6/ - two €-123's sprayed approximately 2000 gallons of
defoliant from YA7186 to YA6670,

es 12 Mar 67 - three C-123's sprayed approximately 3000 gallons
of defoliant from Yi6370 to YA6354.

-fo 16 Mar 67 - two C-123's gprayed approximately 2000 gallons
of defollant from YA7769 to Y.7652,

g€, 24 Mar 67 - three C-123's sprayed approximately 3000 gallons
of defoliant. from ¥a8762 to Yi7661.

h, 27 Mar &7 = three $-123's sprayed approximately 3000 gallons
of defoliant from TA6368 to YASTS?  to Y&5953.

i. 1 4pr 67 = two C-123's sprayed approximately 2000 gallons of
defoliant from YA6670 to Y.6L54.

3o 3 Mpr 67 - two C-123's sprayed opproximately 2000 gallorns of
defoliant from Yi7620 to YA7552. *

k. 5 .ipr 67 - two C-123's sprayed approximately 2000 gallons of
defoliant from Y..6563 to YA 7352,

2, (U) Ground based defoliation was conducted using & power driven
decontaminating apparatus along Highway 509B Extension from 2-1l4 Jan €7.
Minima) results were obtained, killing underbrush and leaves on samll
trees wi.hin 20-30 feet on each side of the road.

3. (C) Commencing 21 January 1967, ground based defolistion has been
accomplished from a spray system mounted in a UH«1D Helicopters, The
following are the targets and the results achieved on each,

! a. Route 509B (Extension) ~ YA7h0503 to YA655555 « 1225 gal
: ORANGE - 810 gal WHITE - Results wgre:

(1) YAa740503 - YA677547 - approxdmately 8OF leaf kill 30-50
meters each side of the road,
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(2) YA677547 - L5% leaf kill 100-150 meters from perimeter,

(3) YAE77547 ~ YA655555 - Approximately 45% leaf kill 20-30
meters each side of the road,

o P

is now clearly discerneable,
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(5) Further results cannot be stated due to commencement of
aerial defoliation missions being flown over the same area on 18 Feb 67,

be Route 509B -~ YAB0245L4 to YaT740503 - 110 gal ORANGE - 60 gal
WHITE ~ Results: Appraximately 30% leaf kill 20-30 meters each side of
the road.

c. Route 509 = Yi870L55 to YA9AS5433 - 50 gal ORANGE - 190 gal
WHITE - Results: Negligible except at bridge site vic Yia912450 (25% leaf
kill), project incomplete at end of period.

d. Route 509 - Zi0242 to ZAOLL3 - 180 gal WHITE - Results:
Negligible at this time. Project incomplete at end of period.

e. Fire Support Basc - YA6160 ~ 38 gal WHITE - Results: Approx-
imately 203.0% leaf kill. Project incomplete at end of period,

f, Fire Support Base - YA757386 ~ 76 gal WHITE - Results:
ipproximately 20-30% leaf kill, Project incomplete at end of period.

g. Fire Support Base - Yi760500 - 38 gal WHITE - results:
Approximately 20~30% leaf kill, Project incomplete at end of period,

h. Fire Support Bage - Yi732504 ~ 38 gal WHITE - Results:
ipproximately 20-30% leaf kill, Project. incomplete at end of period.

i. 12 3T - YA8545 - 70 gal OR:NGE - Results: ipproximately
1 85% leaf kill in all areas sprayed,

NOTE: (C) Defoliants mentiomed aboves
(1) WHITE attacks only certain species of broadleaf plants.

{2) ORG.NGE attacks both broadleaf and grasses,
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2 . W, I4s: uf Abbrevistions Used in Text
g A0 Area of Operations
: ARYN Army Ropublic of VIETNAM
CA Civic Actious
CAS Close Air Support
cIIG Civilian Irregulsr Defenee Group
CP Conmand Post
CsSs Combat Sky Spot
DISCoM Divisicn Support Comnand
IMBG Dragon Mountain Base Camp
DS Direct Support
BAC Forward Air Controller
FSA Forward Support Area
FSB Fire Support Base

FWHMAF Free World Military Assistance Forces
GRREG Greves Registration

GS General Support

GVN Government of VIETNAM

HE& X Harassment and Interdiction

ich Imitztive Communicatioms Deception
IFFT I Fleld Frrce, VIETNAM

JUSPAO Joint US Public Affairs Agency

NIA ¥illed in Action

3 LF local Force

S L10C Lard Lines of Communication

2 LERP Tong Range Reconnalas-nce Patrol
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UNCLASSIFIED .
MEDCAP Iviedicai*-Civic hction Program /// X
MF Main Force '
MIA Misaing in Action
MSR Main Supply Route
i NVA North Vietnamese Aruy
‘ NAC North Vietnamese Army Captive
: OFCON Uperationsl Control
; PP Pre-Planned
RCA Riot Control Agent
RR Recoilless Rifle
RVN Republic of VIETNM §
, 5&D Search and Destroy
g SP Self Propelled
: TAC Tactical
TAOR Tactical Area of Responsibility
USAID United States Agency for International Development
USSF United States Specisl Forces
Ve Viet Cong i
vee Viet Cong Captive g
" VETCAP Veterinary Civic Action Program £
: VHC Viet Montagnard Cong
'E VMGC Viet Montagnard Gong Ceptive 3
VR Visual Reconnalssance |
VIR Vehicle, Tank Recovery
WIA Wounded in Action E
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