Combat S'reals Coresp

Hits 566 ors

The fichting Broncos of the
3rd Yrisade " rcachod — onother
nilestont in their roecord shat=-
tering perforhance among combat
univs in Vietnam recently when
tho Trigade recorded 1its 500th
sonsecutive fay in corbat,.

For over 16 months, dating
sack $o May 4C, 1966 the Bron-
-cce have basulad NﬁA and Viet
Coi;z forces from +the. central

highlands of FPleiku and Kontum
{oontimued ox - e 4)

After five long nonths, the
1st Battalion, 14th Infantry,
"Golden iragone,” have come honse
50 the 3nd Brigade.-also return-
-7 with the Dragons was Brave
setseoy, 2nd Battalion, 9th Ar-
fillerys

“ien the Brigade moved into
the Duc TFho area, the Dragons
Continued rorth to +TChu Iai,
While there they were attached
to the 195t Light Infantry
brigade o8 % . -2 the Chu Lai
perincter dolem. . .

The Lrogens - rbicipated on
oberations idi: the 196th and
the 101st Airsorie. Those opsr-
atlions, anbushes aﬁd security
wratrols netted ov 300 c¢neny
killed« '
{continued on page 6)
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(The following  article
about the "3rd Brigade recently
appeared on the front page of
the Columbus, Ga. Enguirer and
is reprinted here. The article
was uritten by vetoran Vietnam
correspondent Charles Black who
has spent & considerable amount
of t%mo with the DBronco fighting
Hen.

’ The 3rd Brigade, 4th Infan-
try. Division, pext of Tusk Forcc
Orepon in Southern I Corps 300
nilog north of Baigon, Just hes
to be-ons of the vory best con-

bat units the US Army has cver
put together., '
Until Jjust 1lately, - the

three Iinfantry bettclions and
their supiorting units, conmand-
e 1y COL George E, VWgar,. con-
sidered thoemselves orphsins: and
identified more closely with the
18t adr Cavalry Division, doww.
at the platoon level,' than with
its own outfit, the 25th Infa: -
try Division, or the' outfit it
was attached to, {the 4th Infane

-try Division,

The 25th Infantry Division
headquarters was Ifar -south of
here in III Corpsj the other two
brigades were strangers to the
3rd, In fact, three battallons™ -
of the 3rd Brlgade, 4th Division
vere stationed: dotm there and’
closer to the Tropic Lightning
outfit than the wandering 3rd.

(continued on page 3)
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_VYorking in an area south of
Due *ho, & Compargy, st Batt-
alion, 35th Infantry killed 24
cuey In as many deys; all can
night enbushes.

) Ing the nmonth of Jepboins
bary "Alpine Alpha"™ hns set up
at least two  anlushes every
night, iMith few: exceptions " they
Lave node conbact eac night.

bicst of the "eilemy ‘were on'’

rice carrying nissions from the
coastal ;loine dinto the nount-
oin idoe--outs to the west, car-
rying paclis for the rice,

Uzt~ ~ecasions the- eneny
Were caugh “ile roeturning tp
the oowntei. s
were full of food and “cooking
ubenmsils, Alro e | anmbushes
cought  "Charliu:
riee carry bt > o) ot S o< NN 5
pistol and SES »3ille were cap—-
tured.,

The largest catch vas nade
by the 18t wlatoon vwvhen  they
¥illed six c¢neny 4in two differ-
cnt actions,

Vhen aeked what he felt
were the main things in setting
up - successful ambush, 2IT Jer&
¢uo LoAfeo, ‘8t platoon leadery
sci¢. "First we have +to nake a
good daytine reoonnslssance of
the antush site. Hext we have to
nove 1u: aftor dork +o kecp fron
tedns spottod, Then we et up
good '‘sccurity on toth ends of
thio site &= o:50blish good con-
manicatlors:. . 2
things is v+ . 85 v, an
course’ on 1%
vhlch consiaste of
and cleymor. :incs8."

In con.cibing on hise mDen's
vorforiience, LIC Robert G, Kine
riel, cowrwinder of the 4st, 35th,
"Cacti Green," sald, "They apply

tobetacle
-anues of escape

a
—"-—_—‘—‘—'——-——_._._..._
»

i thoir packs,

‘1 other than®

of +the nain-

Heoby traps

=

all the proper techniques; thoy
nake good greund survelllence LY
patrolling; they reet during the
day.emd nove after dark.”

: Thoroush  preparation and
perserversance has rogulted in.
five liVa axnd 19 Viet Cong killed,
CP? Gouifrey Ellersox, A4 Conpeny
comnanier, sinply states, "The
nen sre {oing a great Job."

. Through the activities of
the 3xd Arigade spearhcaded by
Chaplein (CED) John 4. $zilvasy
and. nsoisted by Cheplain  (CBD).
John 3, Krivo, Duc Fho's suall
Evangelicel OGhurch, which had
réached en extronely rundown
state =sfter years of Viet Cong
rule in the District, has cone
to "life. o7 T

Donations by all the Brig~
ade's chaploing have helped the
church get on its feet. Onc of
the nost valusble dJdonntions has.
been iood yliich is bhreought in by
the trailer load.

ot ever tho snallest.scrap
is throwa avay as coustructlion
seens to be a never oending joh.
The interior of tlie church has
heen reuoleled, picket Iferces
border the property and a o
rarscnege has been built.

Hot all %the progress lan
cone fron donations, however, o3
the church has begun a success=
ful cooperative laundry to pro-
vide an incone,

i nev well has been dug to
replace. the o0ld polluted one amd
fresh now peilnt adorms the buil-
dings.

Refugecs have played an in-
portant role im the project by
working at construction and

(cortinued oz page 6)
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darly in 1life in Vietnan,

the 3rd bad been attached to
tho 4th Division over around
Fleiiu, Dut then it "had novéd

and joimed +the 18t ailr Cavalry
in operations in Linh Dinh Iro-

vince and more or lzss adopted
the helicopter divisio:n: as its

ovmn -oubfit,

The unit lapded ot Duc Zho
.vhen +the 18t 4ir Cavalry tock
over nuxt of the area now ruled
by Taslt Yoree Oregon and stayed
for the reat of the fight when
the oky soldiers moved on.

Maragement of tho units in-
volved beceme cumbersome ao fin-
clly higher hegdquarters Just
ahifted division designations.
tke 5rd ol the &th bocane the
rd of %o Tthy down in . IIT
Corpse The -th Division took
charge in nene as well as ten-
oontrol of
the Task Force Orepun umit.

In the traiition of the
brigade, however, the battalions
8till are not i sight of their
division headgquarters, The 4th
is ut Pleiku, a for pisece- scuth-
o8t of Duo tho -~ and the inde-
rendent spivit of +the 3rd is
atill rampant,

They are very-cocky, these
Irfantry bettalions and armored
cavalry fragments which are in
tio Jrd Drigade, They have a
rigit to be. They are also very
‘eot, as proved by the récord.

While other unitas here were

ettrunoting atterntion with naoed -

operations, tie 1xit, on august
24 had observel conpletion of

its 47c¢cth day of corntinuous come

taot with the <¢leoy forces in a
tyoloally efficlient nanner, do-
1z 4 lot of fighting alrost in
passing.

The .1%6tLh ILdght . Infontry
Brigade and the 1/101st Alrborne
3ricode, in the week of August

5 %o august .12, during zn oper-
ation nortbwost of hore, killed
211 Horth Vietnamose and Viet
Cong fighters -- an dippresaive
ek

Durings the saue tine, Jjust
rolling along 4in 1its flphbing
eroas, tho 3rd Brigade killed
146 ©ll by itself during that
veek ncking claims to 27 weapons
(ineluding thwo nortars) during
that seven days., Host weeks are
like that for the brigade, in
faot.,

#ven more I1inpressive, and
the real tipoff +o the uncanny
professicvnalise of this brigaede,
in two fights on one day, one
killed 17 ecnemy and one which
killed 65, one US asoldier lost
his 1life,

IIC Norman L. Tiller's 2nd
Battalion, 35th Infantry had an
intelligence tip about an eneny
concentration 20 miles from here

in tho Song Ve Valley. Two con-—
paiies and a reconnaiasance
platoon verce assaulted in DY

hollcopters. (The 174th Aviation
Conpanry fron ¥G George P, Sen-
nef'as 1at Aviation Brigade play-
ed a part in this too, cutting
devn flecing Vigt Cong,) .

That fight cost the eneny
65 soldicrs and cost only one
fatality.

This quick onployoent of
cvermteluing forcos, grabbed up
and nmoved DLy choppers, tuec 2rd
Bripgnde soldiers say they leara-
ed doyv: in 1st 4Air Cavalry coun=-
try ond’ they speak of it fondly,
calling it "pile on tactics."

The st Battallon, 35th
infantry, Just out bhunting in
the brush, brought that single

day's fighting total to 82 ~-~and
suffered no casualties,
"Bxtensive cearch abd dus-
troy operations’ by the tuwo batt-
Continued on Yage 4)



aliors have taoken about ar emeny
conpany o week fron the Cormnuti-
ist forces in the Duc Fho area,
Congtant pressure has ferced
then to split irto small (rouyps
and that i2cons lie cea't. gonduct
cohesive attacks c¢f hls own, wu
hunt for hin, he runs fron us,"
one trigadc officor sald,

The 7% Tripode, 4th Infane
try, vhativer 1ta futere 1in
1i;xb of thio souvn~to-be quick-
cned yace of Arny deployment in
this crltical nerthern area of
Scut Vietrnan, right now probeb-
1y has tho lowest casuslty and

hiswost eneny toll ratio of any
unlt ixn Vietnan,
It way be all skill, or it

noy be pertly that typical luck
that sesns +to ride on +the inf-
abryuents shoulders wvhen they
ere fighting the Vict Cong,.
There Jjust isa't any vay to
describe +the outfit's success
except to say that, along with
everrthing clse, that was done
rigkt, It also seens to have the
snile of fortune favoring it
these days.
l’."_a-
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OF Coembat

Proviices . the c¢oastal prove
inces of ... Yzal gnd Binh
Dinh, L2 oves o

Over 4200 :...ir have been
killod by the *=. rizade fight-

irg non throu: "ub sueh oooraw
ticuns as PAUL REVILE, THYER IT,
. PERERIYG end the five niwnths of
soarol ané destroy bLere in the
Due Fio arcu,.

Your bLrigade-slzed moves

hove bevn staged irithout a break
in corbat ¢perations, including
last Jowwuary's 100-nile  road
norch from Pleiku to Fhu Cat in
Binh Dinh Province and April's

oir cuid sea -movenernt irto Due
Pho,

™o Droncos haove been
broaking records for rnrearly a
year, Operation PAUL REVERE,

wideh extended from MHay to Dec-
caver of 1966, lasted for 230
days during its four yhases and
tepped the cld Army record for a
conibat operation of 165, .

The 61d record had beon set
by the 25th Infantry Division in
the Fiilippines during Werld Jar
IT and, irconleally, the 3rd
Brimade was part of the 25th
during FPiUL REVERE.

Operations in the Duo Fho

‘arce, have been the nogt lucra-

tive of the entire 500 doys, as
half of the Comnmunist KIA have
cone in tho last five nonths.

Heowing-. iato lover Guang
Hral Province as part of Task
Force Oregon in late april, the
Broncos had the task of ipacify-
ing an area that had beon under
strony Viot Cong rule for noaxrly
o quoxbter of o century.

Hany bitter bvattles were
fourht by the "Cacti" of the ‘st
and 2ad Battalions, 35th Infor-
try as the eueny troops were
tine and agoin soundly defeabed
and have been forced +to either
fles to the hills or hide out inr
tunnels and holes by day.

" The 1st Battalion, 14th
Iofantry!s "Golden Dragona" were
assigned to another part of Task
Porce Oregon during this period,
where t ¢y established an equal-
1y inpressive records The "Drag-
ons" have rejoined the 3rd Brig-
ade this past week and are res-

-dy to holp the Broncos contin-~

ue their neemificent success in
Vietnron.
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~Celgtrating a rave azhleve-
ot avong combet oviztion units
that of having all 28 cof i%=
phips conbat ready 2% cuo tinmo,
tlhie 174%h Aviaticn Contiy roe-
ccabtly treated rwerlicrs of i
3»d Brigads to ar air shcu.

Bwooping over the Brigsde's
forvard Dasccanp im formation,
vitl, eclored snoke pourding from
.o soacppers, the pilots of the
174t dispioyed
itica th:t liove
Lrir o ders suvch
i fivo nmonths of

rgiven the Bronco
fiic air suprort
conbat oper-

as’en.o near Jue Fho,

##ince She arrival of both
ucits av L7 Broneco, the 174th
hoa Flowr 45,20t hours. Over
20,000 Loacne o nore  than
5,600 tons . e:2r. has boene

ARy AN T.INERTUly mHoved.

Irn addiiticn S5 resupply
dssions, the "Delldin" eliers
end  "Sherk" gur.iips of  the
174%h nZave toine: port iIn 225
cocbat assaulvc, 153 findl erw=

tractions apnd have been credit~
ed isith over 100 onecy KIlA.

Torped at Fort Benning,
Geonrin "In 1965 the 174th,
e cocnended by &ador Thonas W
inoat {3cott, Arkanses) arrived
i et Fhon In April of the fol~
louing Fenr.

Tho 174th bhad secen nction
with Korean and ARVN units and
the ~2M1sgt airborne before coning
to the *rd cof tkhe 4th.

The @il Lo oban
ance of the & &' =1

raintan-
and 20 Dol-

phins is srovi... 3y the 403th
T,0. Detachront, ~orunnded by
CPT Eluord L. Gc r - (Lucedale,
Hispissippi.)

His mechanies,
the pilots, doorgueners and the
aclicopters., firn the ibpreazalive
suppors teal: ¢ 2 the 174th.

r—

the flylng obili-

E:___.-_; 5 -y ‘J\‘T

I7C Poter F. Petro, 1/14th
corizander, has eptablished the
bettalion cornond wost at Li
Thwilers, The Dragons have arfe-:
suned an area of operaticns in
tho sovthern-noet part of Due
o District,

e asked how it felt to
@2 baek with the urigsde, one

infantivysan replied, "Very nice,
Jreatl”

411 the Dragons are rcady
Zor tho enery, but "Charlis"
will he purpmxised vhen he engo-
ges the men "Right of thc ILdine.”

c H CoOnT,

hulpines in the laucdry. 4 school
on the ohkurch prounds opened
lost kionday and promises to te
as successful as tho church it~
s0lf has becorne.

Fhe villegers by the "Ivyndx”
vill long bte rencnbored, par-
ticulerly Ty the nenbers of the
Svanpelical church, .

-of the 3nd Briigade, 4th Infaztayr
}Qivisicz

aleng with

The BRONRCO BUGLE 1s pu'b-t
lishod weckly wunder the super—
vision of ‘the Informotion Office
and is wautiorized
publication.

Opinions expressed in thiir
publicatiion ere rnot neceasarily
thosc of the Dopartnent eof the
Aray,. This newsraper usos the
facilitics of the ARMED FORCES
N&TS BTGRELT and ABRMY NEWS FEL-
TURES,

an

Contributions are welcone
and oy be sent to: BROECC

BUGLE, 3rd Brigade, 4th Infantry
Divisgion, AFQ SF 96755.

COL Georga B, Wear.....s0ond Off
1LE Paul Amstron@. sseeslnfo Off
SB"" JOIm F. coie-...'.....mitor
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